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RAMALLAH ("AFP) — _ I 
five Palestinian homes buih ^ i ^molished 
Monday, sparking ^Stesu d Jn u 

suffered a hean attack and -in p woman 

slighdy hurt by stones, Israeli and ^ ^ 

^d. Residents of Kfar Akab villatr^™^ sources 
Jerusalem, clashed with soidiJr!^^’ 
homes as part of wf the 

thorised construction in ar^ undel trnau- 

teiritories. Last week the ™!J ^ the 

Hebron in the southern W^Ban^^Paili^^ 
plain that Israeli authorities reS^^r 
applications for buUdine nermlif ii ?h ^ 
ritories. forcing therm 
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Iran files lawsuit against U.S. 

TEHRAN (AFP ) - Iran filed a suit on Monday against the 
UtS. 01 the Intenutdonal Cbun of Justice mer its undetcov^ 
actim plan againia die Islamic republic, the foreign ministry 
said. Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister Mc^iammad Jm'ad Zarif 
filed the complainr at the coun in the Hague against the $20- 
million prognunme a^qiioved by the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentati\'es in Decembff and ^^rrmcd by the White House. 
‘The U.S. bill is not only against iniemodonal law, but also 
riolaies some provisions in the Algeria agreenienC minlsoy 
spedffisman Mahmoud Mohammadi said, icfening to a 1981 
non-inteiferencc pact .<dgned tvtwecn Iran and the U.S. The 
Iranian paiiiament has ^ipro\’ed a $I6-miUion budget to 
counter po^ible U.S. emen amirities. Mr. Mohammadi told 
Iran’s official new's agency IRNA that the suit also coveted 
coTT^Iaims against the Iran-Libya sanctions bill signed by 
U.S. Resident Bill Ginton lost week. 
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Price: Jordan 150 Fils 


King returns 

Lafidmark Jeddah summit 


By Mervat Suwadeh 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein returned 
home Monday after paying 
a landmark visit to Saudi 
Arabia and described his 
first meeting in six years 
with King Fahd as very 
positive and encouraging. 

Talking to reporters upon 
his return, the King 
expressed his “gratitude for 
the warm welcome” he and 
the Jordanian delegation 
received in Saudi Arabia 
and reiterated Jordan's 
commiunent to strong ties 
with Saudi Arabia. 

He said he discussed with 
King Fahd bilateral ties, 
economic relations and 
recent developments in the 
Middle East peace process. 

“The results of die talks 
were very positive and 


encouraging ...and our vie- 
ws were identical." King 
Hussein said. 

The King told journalists 
that he and, ffie Saudi 
monarch discussed “the lat- 
est dev'dopments on the 
peace process and the need 
to reach a comprehensive 
settlement'’ in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict 

The King, who recently 
met Syrian President Hafez 
A] Assad, Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister BenyamJn 
Netanyahu, said he briefed 
King Fahd on “all the ele- 
ments in my possession” 
with regard to the 
process. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariii said their 
meeting in Jeddah on Sun- 
day night was also focused 
on efforts to combat terror- 
ism. 


after ‘very positive’ talks with Saudi leaders 

seen to hove given a strong boost to bilateral ties, economic and security cooperation 

The two leaders aereed to . said, addtna there were tion " ffiiwaiH Memher of ' !®%’ 


The two leaders agreed to 
“boost bilateral relations by 
building mutual confi- 
dence,” Mr. Kabarid told 
the Arabic newspaper AJ 
Hayat. 

He said King Hussein 
thanked his host “for open- 
ing the door to Jordanian 
workers.” But the focus of 
the tfllk< was “develop- 
ments in the peace process 
and the means to combat 
terrorism,” said Mr. Kabari- 
ti. 

The Saudi newspaper AI 
Bilad stressed “the impor- 
tant role played by the 
(Saudi) kingdom in efforts 
to advance the peace 
process” and regain Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

The Jeddah talks were 
designed to “crown the 
process of normaiisation 
begun in the summer of 
1^5,” a Jordanian officiaJ 


said, adding there were 
high hopes “of major, tangi- 
ble results on the polid^ 
and economic levels.** 

King Hussein's visit to 
Saudi Arabia came as Arab 
leaders criss-cross the 
region for talks on how to 
handle the faltering peace 
process following ffie May 
29 eteccioo of Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

They have been alarmed 
by Mr. Neutnyahu's tougher 
suin^ and his refusal to 
negotiate on the basis of 
trading occupied Arab land 
in return for peace. 

Arab sources said the 
Saudi-Jordanian rapproche- 
ment could lead towards a 
reconciliation between Jor- 
dan and Kuwait. 

“Jordan has begun chang- 
ing (its) attitude towards the 
Gulf countries and is 
accepting the Iraqi opposi- 


tion,” Kuwaiti Member of 
Parliament Talal Ayar, who 
also sits in the parliamen- 
tary foreign affairs commit- 
tee, told AFP. 

“For each step made in 
our direction, we will make 
a step towards Jordan,” Mr. 
Ayar said. 

Asked whether the two 
leaders discussed coopera- 
tion in the securiQr field, the 
King told reporters in 
Amman: “What threatens 
Saudi Arabia threatens us 
and what threatens us 
threatens Saudi Arabia, and 
we coordinate in this field 
to the uunost of our capa- 
bility.” 

Hie King was accompa- 
nied on the two-day visit by 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Abdullah, Prince 
Faisal, Prince Ali, Prince 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein and Saudi Crown Prince AbduUah in Jeddah on 
Monday upon the King's departure after talks with Saudi King Fahd and other 
Saudi leaders (Petra photo) 


Bread prices set at 180, 220 and 250 fils per kilo 


More than 
60 corruption 
files sent to 
courts 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prosecutors 
have refetred more than 60 
cases involving corruption 
and related crimes to courts 
for trial in the first phase of 
the government's drive to 
root out corruption. Infor- 
mation 'Minister Marwan 
Muasher said Monday. 

The minister, in his 
weekly press briefing, also 
said offier cases were under 
investigation by a commit- 
tee chaired by a senior offi- 
cer from the General Intel- 
ligence Department and 

be refei^ to court as 
and when the files are 
ready. 

Dr. Muasher was fulfill- 
ing a promise he madeahat 
the government, which has 
declared the fight agaiust 
corruption as one of its key 
priorities, would keep the 
media informed of the 
progress of corruption 
cases. 

Reading fiom a long list, 
the minister said that 63 
cases were sent to court as 
of July 31. 1996. These 
included IS cases related to 
customs and smuggling, 
eight connected with Min- 
istry of Supply regulations, 
seven cases involving 
antiquities smuggling, 
seven cases of counierfeiL 
four cases of adulterated 
food, seven cases of misap- 
propriation of state land, 
four of arras and drug 
smuggling and sales, five 
related to government ten- 
ders, two related to the 
water sector and one case 
each of health rule viola- 
tion, bank fraud, forgery of 
lottery ticket and forgery of 
woric permit. 

The minister declined to 
pro\ide more details of the 
cases since they have 
reached court. 

The general description 
of the nature of the cases 
cited by Dr. Muasher 
appi»jirftd to confirm some 
of the reports of alleged 
corruption carried in local 
tabloids suggesting that 
senior officials were 
involved. 

“The government is very 
serious in its effort to rttot 
out corruption," the minis- 
ter reiterated, adding that 
the revelations of the cases 
sent to court were an indi- 
cation of the seriousness. 

Opposition parties in Par- 
liament have accused the 
government of paying only 
lip-service to fighting cor- 
ruption. Some deputies 

(ContiDiied on page 7) 


By Tareq Momani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Monday announced 
increases in the prices of 
bread as pan of a move to 
remove subsidies for wheat 
in line widi the Kingdom's 
• economic res-tructuring 
progra^e wh-ile also 
extending cash compensa- 
tion for Jordanians to offset 
the increase. 

The increases were 
announced by Minister of 
Supply Munir Snobar in a 
statement carried by the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Snobar said Arabic 
bread produced from Jor- 
danian wheat would be sold 
at 1 80 fils per kilogramme. 
Bread produced from a mix- 
ture of Jordanian and 
imported wheat will be sold 
at 220 fils a kilogramme and 
that made wholly from 
imported wheat at ^0 fils a 
kilogramme. 

Prior to the increases, 
which go Imo immediate 
effect, the three types of 
bread were at 85 fils. 120 
fils and 150 fils respectively 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Proposals 
made by a parbamentary 
committee would actually 
increase the amount of sub- 
sidy for bread instead of 
achieving the goal of 
removing subsidies and the 
government does not find 
any room for compromise 
over the issue, an ofificial 
source said Monday. 

Specific figures provided 
by the source on wheat con- 
sumption in Jordan and 
government estimates of 
actual expenditures based 
on various options showed 
that if the government were 
to accept the committee’s 
proposals it would end up 
spending JD 20 million to 
JD 30 million in addition 
to the present annual sub- 
sidy of around JD 95 mil- 
lion on bread. 

The figures derived by the 
Special committee of the 
Lower House on the issue 
were not immediately avail- 
able. It was also not known 
whether those figures 
matched those of the gov- 
emmenL 

But the source insisted 
that the government figures 
were based on methodical 
calculations and it was 
highly unlikely that anyone 
could challenge the figures. 

The govemmeor and the 
parliamentary panel rem^ 


per (dlogramme. 

The government has 
already announced cash 
compensation of JD 1.28 
per month for every' Jordan- 
ian to offset the increase. 

The government anno- 
uncement of the increase in 
prices as an adminisuative 
decision came after the 
executh.*e -and legislative 
authorities could not reach 
agreement on the issue. 

A special committee set 
up by the Lower House of 
Parliament proposed two 
options but both were turned 
down by the government 
since they did not meet the 
basic objective of removal 
of subsidies and cutting 
government expenditure 
(see separate story). 

A 24-member group in 
the 80-seat Lower House 
has declared open opposi- 
tion to the move and is 
insisting on boycotting Par- 
liament sessions. 

The group insists that the 
Jordan Television screen to 
the public the full speeches 
that its members made dur- 
ing last Monday's session in 
which they aired their views 


deadlocked over the issue 
of subsidy for bread, but 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti is expected 
to annouce the increase in 
the price of bread and mod- 
jfyng the form of subsidy as 
an administrative decision. 

The source, who did not 
want to be identified, point- 
ed out that if the govern- 
ment set a price of 150 fils 
per kilogramme of bread 
and a direct cash compen- 
sation of JD 1.28 per head 
for every Jordanian as pro- 
posed by the panel, the 
actual cost to the oeas^ 
would be JD 113 raUlion 
instead of the present JD 
94.5 million. 

Under another option, 
also tabled by the panel, of 
setting 130 fils per kilo- 
granune and a JD 2.08 fils 
per head per month cash 
compensation to all benefi- 
ciaries of the National j^d 
Fund, the increase in 
expenditure will be about 
JD 30 raillioa the sources 
said. 

The pertinent figures pro- 
vided by the source, who 
said they were given by the 
Impairment of Statistics 
and the Central Bank, 
were: 

— Jordan imports about 
700,000 tonnes of wheat 
every year. World prices of 
wheat are about $200 to 
$225 per tonne. This means 
Pan average cost of 220 fils 


against the government’s 
subsidy plans. 

Eff(^ on Monday to per- 
suade these deputies to 
change their inind and 
attend Wednesday’s session 
failed and the group's'mem- 
bers were reported to have 
turned down an offer by 
House Speaker Sa’d Haye) 
— Sreur to end their boycott of 
the sessions in exch^ge for 
an address by one of the 
group in P^liamem on 
Wednesday clarifying their 
position wiffi regard to their- 
demand that last Monday’s' 
session to be televised in 
full, according to pariiamen- 
tary sources. 

In W^esday’s session 
deputies are scheduled to 
vote on the recommenda- 
tions submitted to the gov- 
ernment by the special par- 
liamentary committee offer- 
ing alternatives to the gov- 
ernment's plans, according 
to these souths. 

The 24-member group not 
only voiced their, rejection 
of th^ plans but also 
demanded that the House 
spealteT ban Jordan Televi- 
sion cameras* access into 


per Idlogramme of bread in 
Jordan (including transpon 
and processing costs). 

— Given the present 
price of 85 fils per kilo- 
gramme of bread in Jordan, 
the govenunent pays the 
difference — 135 ffls per 
kilogramme (based on a 
cost price of 220 fils/kilo- 
gramnte minus the present 
price of 85 fils/per kilo- 
gramme = 135 fils), mean- 
ing a total of JD 94,5 mil- 
lion in subsidy per year. 

— Proposals of the spe- 
cial comicitte formed by 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment include setting a new 
price of 150 fils per kilo- 
gramme and JD 128 per 
head cash per month com- 
pensation to all Jordanians. 

Under such a system, the 
actual govenrment cost 
would be more than the 
present subsidies, said the 
source. 

The source noted that the 
share of government pay- 
ment as dMerence (220 fils 
minus 150 fils = 70 fils) in 
international and local price 
of bread will be JD 49 mil- 
lion and the direct cash 
compensation will be JD 64 
million, thus the total gov- 
ernment burden would be 
JD 113 million. 

‘The government will end 
up spending nearly JD 20 
million dinars over and 

(Continued on page 7} 


foe House in accordance 
with Article 83 of Parlia- 
ment’s internal regulations 
which call for the accurate 
relay of deliberations and 
authorise the speaker to take 
appropriate measures 
against any media outlet that 
distort the House’s delibera- 
tions. 

The special committee's 
chairman, ■ Samir Habash- 
neh, said that be had asked 
the 24-member group to 
anend Wednesday’s session 
in order to approve of the 
committee’s proposals to the 
govemmenL 

“The committee presented 
its view and discussed the 
situation and asked the 
group to reconsider their 
stantt" added Mr. Habash- 
neh. 

Meanwhile, a parliamen- 
tary source who prefeired 
anonymi^ said: “Protests 
against Jordan Television's 
failure to screen all the 
speeches should not be 
transformed into a general 
boycott of the House’s ses- 
sions. The boycott is noth- 
ing but an escape fiom fee- 
ing the realities." 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — The United States 
said on Monday that a $23 
billion Iran-Turkey energy 
deal “sends the wrong mes- 
sage” to Tehran but b^ged 
on whether the agreement 
would prompt U.S. sanc- 
tions against Ankara under 
a new law. 

“Our general reaction is 
that we believe that tiiis 
deal’s conclusion sends the 
wrong message to Iran,” 
Slate Department deputy 
spokesman Glynn Davies 
told reporters. 

Mr. Davies said the Unit- 
ed States did not know all 
aspects of the agreement 
but “as its det^s become 
known to us, we of course 
will have to evaluate 
whether the provisions of 
the Iran/Lil^a sanctions 
act be brought into 
play in reaction to it" 

He was reacting to reports 
that Iran and Ttirkey had 
Struck a huge gas supply 
deal worth $23 billion just a 
week after a new U.S. law 
penalising foreign invest- 
ment in Iran’s energy sec- 
tor ( see page 8). 

U.S. Undersecretary of 
State Peter Tamoff tele- 
phoned his 'ftirkish coun- 
terpart earlier on Monday 
to express U.S. concerns 
^XMit the deal. 

Mr. Davies said that 
despite Washington’s con- 
cerns, the United States 


“A boycott could disrupt 
the session because there 
would not be a quorum for 
the meeting which might 
consequently give the gov- 
emmeot an excuse to termi- 
nate the current extraordi- 
nary session," added the 
source. 

The source said: “It was 
not the- govenunent that 
requested an extraordinary 
session but rather 46 
deputies who signed a for- 
mal request for it Therefore 
deputies should not be the 
pa^ to obstruct the conven- 
ing of the sessions which 
are supposed to handle draft 
laws,” added the source. 

Informed government so- 
urces told the Jordan Times 
the government’s approach 
to the prices of bread aimed 
at stopping wastage and 
smuggling of bread, saving 
the treasury a significant 
amount and helping to sta- 
bilise the exchange rate of 
the Jordanian dinar. 

The government has 
stressed that each citizen 
will receive compensation 
for the differences in 
prices and bad taken all the 


and Turkey — a North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) ally — had 
strong ties and “we certain- 
ly don't expect that this will 
cause a major rift in our 
relationship.” 

The Turidsh-lranian deal 
poses a blunt challenge to 
Washington, which must 
balance good relations with 
a pivotd ally against its 
policy of isolating Iran, 
analysts said. 

The deal signed Monday 
marked the first concrete 
step by Turkey’s new 
Islamist prime minister 
towaids Iran, the bete noire 
of U.S. politics and Wash- 
ington's “leading candi- 
date” as a sponsor of 
interoational teirorism. 

“Turkey is a NATO ally. 
But this kind of deal, cozyr 
ing up with Iran, is regret- 
table and dangerous. And 
the administration has to 
deal with it,” said an aide to 
senator Alfonse d'Amato, 
sponsor of the biU target- 
. ting foreign investment in 
Iran and Libya. 

The d'Amato aide sug- 
gested that the appropriate 
sanction would be to deny 
'Rirkey financing by U.S. 
banking institutions of 
more than $10 million for 
any six-month period. 

State Department spok- 
esman Nicholas Bums 

(Continued on page 7) 


■required procedures to 
ensure that this wfil be 
applied through the banks 
and the concerned govem- 
raem departments, the 
sources noted. 

Islamic Action From 
Depufy Hamzeh Mansour 
Monday issued a statement 
on behalf of the 24-member 
group demanding that the 
government cover the deficit 
in the budget by stopping 
what he called financial cor- 
ruption and retrieving 
“stolen funds” and tlux>ugh 
amending laws, which, he 
said, were enacted in order 
to favour the interests of 
“certain influential per- 
sons." 

He also called on the spe- 
cial parllamenuuy commit- 
tee to join the 24-member 
group and oppose the go\'- 
ermnent’s subsidy plans. 

But committee member 
Nader Tbuheirat made it 
clear that the committee’s 
proposals were not binding 
on the government and said 
that the prime minister had 
explained to the committee 
the reasons behind the exec- 
utive authorities' plan. He 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israelis and 
Palestinians will resume 
talks on coordinating activ- 
ities in the occupied territo- 
ries 

Wednesday, ending a six- 
month fiteeze in the negoti- 
ations. officials said Mon- 
day. 

The first regular meeting 
of the joint civil affairs 
committee will take place 
in Jerusalem, beaded by 
General Oren Shahor, coor- 
dinator of Israeli activities 
in the territories, and Civil 
Affairs Minister Jamil Tari- 
fi for the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
said Gen. Shahor's 
spokesman Shlomo Dror. 

He said it would be the 
first meeting of the com- 
mittee since Israel suspend- 
ed negotiations and 
imposed a militaiy closure 
on the territories amid a 
spate of suicide bombings 
in the Jewish state which 
killed 58 people. 

“I think that it is impor- 
tant after these past months 
that we are getting back to 
the negotiating table," Mr. 
Dror told AFP. 

On Thursday, Gen. Sha- 
hor and Mr. Tarifi will hold 
a second meeting in the 
Gaza Strip aimed at remov- 
ing (be last obstacles to the 
opening of a Palestinian 
airport at Rafah, he said. 


said that cooperation 
between the legislative and 
the executive" authorities 
should continue (o safe- 
guard national interests. 

The special parliamentaiy 
committee bad suggested to 
the government to fix the 
bread prices at 130 fils a 
kilo, with the government 
paying compensation to the 
beneficiaries of the National 
Aid Fund or at 150 fils, 
with the go\emment paying 
compensation to all those 
who hold food coupons 
allowing them to buy milk, 
rice and sugar at subsidised 
prices. 

In reply the government 
offered to fix Arabic bread 
price at 180 fils a kilo and 
ali other kinds of bread at 
220 fils and said it would 
provide bread fiee to' the 
needy who receive aid irom 
the National Aid Fund. 

Among those who will be 
affected by the hike in 
prices are the estimated 
400,000 non-Jordanian 
workers in the country as 
well as an estimated 1.3 mil- 
lion tourisLs. according to 
1995 estimates. 


“I hope this is going to 
show the Palestinians that 
we are back to business, 
that we are continuing the 
process,” he said. 

Mr. Dror said Gen. Sha- 
hor and Mr. Tarifi had met 
during the past six montos 
to discuss issues directly 
related to the closure of the 
West Bank 

and Gaza Strip, but that 
Wednesday’s meeting 
marked the resumption of 

full comminee negotia- 
tions. 

The committee is tasked 
with coordinating policy 
between Israel and the 
Palestinian autonomy 
administration in such 
areas as transportation, 
water supplies, electricity 
and trade. 

Israel public radio report- 
ed that Gen. Shahor would 
carry a message Wednes- 
day for the Palestinians 
from Defence Minister 
\1tzhak Mordechai stress- 
ing (hat ptrigress in the 
peace process depended on 
continued calm on the 
security front. 

Following the suicide 
bombings, both Israel and 
the PNA launched a vast 
crackdown on militants 
and there have been no sui- 
cide bombings since early 
March, although four 

(Continued on page 7) 


Parliamentary proposals on bread 
prices not practical - official source 


U.S. says gas deal sends 
‘wrong message’ to Iran 


Israel, Palestinians to 
resume civilian talks 
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Hariri to run in elections; 


Christians call for boycott 


BEIRUT(AFP) — Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
announced Monday his candida- 
ture for a Beirut parliamentary 


across two-thirds 


seat in legislative elections due to 


start on Aujg. 18. 

'T have decided to be a candi- 
date for the election for the Beirut 
seat,” Mr. Hariri said in a press 
conference at his home in Beirut. 

Mr. Hariri said he made the 
decision to run for the Sunni 
Muslim seat to “elevate the repre- 
sentation of Beirut in parliament” 
and to maintain confidence in ius 
government's post-war multi-bil- 
non dollar reconstruction pro- 
gramme. 

Mr. Hariri said he will pursue 
efforts for the liberation of south- 
ern Lebanon, where Israel has 
occupied a border strip since 
I985T 

The polls are due to be held on 
five consecutive Sundays starting 
from Aug. 18. They will be the 
fii^t parliamentary elections since 
1992 in Lebanon, still recovering 
from a 15-year civil war which 
ended in 19w. 

Lebanon has always held elec- 
tions on consecutive Sundays for 
technical and administrative rea- 
sons. 

The Christian community large- 


tiotms 

of Lebanon. 

Three Paris-based Lebanese 
Christian opposition leaders have 
criticised a draft election law 
approved by the government to 
amend a law decla^ invalid and 
renewed a call to Lebanon to boy- 
cott parliamentaiy polls. 

The three leaders, in remarks 
carried on Monday by Beirut 
newspapers, also urged parlia- 
ment to reject the draft law 
passed by the government on Fri- 
day to replace a law declared 
unconstimtional by Lebanon's 
constitutional court last week. 

Parliament will meet on Tues- 
day to discuss the amendments to 


the law, which had sparked oi 
sition from some Christian lead- 


ly boycotted the last elecuons on 
the ground 


grounds that firee and fair 

polls could not be held in the 
presence of the 35,000 Syrian 


ers who said the law aimed to 
reduce their ability to elect repre- 
sentatives who oppose Syria’s 
influence over Lebanon. 

Renewing a call to boycott the 
polls due to open on Aug. 18, 
Christian leader General Michel 
Aoun told A1 Diyar daily in a 
telephone interview nothing has 
changed in the election law to 
prompt the Christian opposition, 
to change its stand. 

“Our position is still the same: 
we call for a boycott of the elec- 
tions especially as the govern- 
ment did not respect the time 
fiame set by the law,” said Gen. 
Aoun. oustM in 1990 after an 


abortive war on Syrian troops in 
libanon a year earlier. 

Gen. Aoun’s call for a boycott 
was echoed by Raymond Edde, 
who heads the right-wing Nation- 
al Bloc party, as well as former 
President 

Amin Geraayel. The three 
Maronite leaders are known as 
the “external opposition” as they 
all live in Paris. 

The law divides the predomi- 
nantly Christian area of Mount 
Lebanon into six smaller elec- 
toral districts, while the rest of 
Lebanon would vote on the basis 
of four larger goveraoiates. 

The draft law kept electoral 
divisions noted in article two of 
the old law for one final time. 

This division makes election 
more difficult for opposition 
Christians who demand the with- 
drawal of Syria’s 35,000 troops 
from Lebanon. 

Lebanon’s minority Christians, 
most of whom are opposed to the 
Syrian pr^ence, have been 
deeply divided over whether to 
vote in the polls or repeat a 1992 
elections boycott 

Some Christian opposition 
leaders who live in Lebanon, like 
former Member of Parliament 
Albert Moukbaiber, an outspoken 
critic of the Syrian-backed gov- 
ernment have declared their can- 
didacy in the polls. 


Gulf events keep Kuwaiti nerves taut 


KUWAIT IK) — Attacks 
on U.S. troops in Saudi 
Arabia and tension 
between Washington and 
Iran are stirring concern in 
Kuwait proprietor of a 
ten± of the world’s oil. 

The desert state of 1.8 
million remains anxious 
about former occupier Iraq 
and fears • new security 
woes could - ‘Wreck the 
-repair o f nat ional confi- 
dence sha^Eefed' by Bagh- 
dad's 1990 invasion. 

“If war erupts in this 
region, people in New 
York, Baltimore and Indi- 
ana wiU still go on with 
their way of l^e, but we 
will not.” said political sci- 
entist Abdullah A1 Nafisi, a 
critic of U.S. policy in the 
Gulf. 

“The Iranians would not 
bomb Americans. They 
would bomb us We are 
squeezed in the middle. We 
have a lot to lose.” 

Kuwait has an impor- 
tance in regional security 
out of all proportion to its 
size because of a volatile 
combination of giant oil 
reserves and sensitive loca- 
tion. wedged uneasy 
between the Guirs three 
main powers — Iran. Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia. 

Kuwaiti and other Gulf 
Arab lexers say they are 
vigilant about upholding 
Gulf stability. But ordinary 


Kuwaitis have watched in 
alarm in recent months as 
bombs have killed U.S. 
troops in Saudi Arabia, 
political unrest gripped 
nearby B ahrain and Wash- 
ington waged a war of 
words with Iran. 

Already unnerved by the 
political surviv^ of arch 
foe Ir^i President Saddam 
Hussein; Kuwaitis- say any 
further security fl^ would 
slow the repair of the war- 
hit economy and military. 

Trouble with Iraq is bad 
enough, they say. Trouble 
involving both Iran and 
Saudi Ai^ia as well would 
be a disaster. '"What's 
brewing in the region is a 
Kuwaiti nightmare," said a 
diplomat 

Gulf tension has grown 
since Washington said Iran 
might be a suspect in a 
June bombing in A1 Kho- 
bar in Saudi Arabia that 
killed 19 U.S. airmen. Iran 
vehemently denied any 
involvement. 

Five Americans and two 
Indians died in a bombing 
in Riyadh in November. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton signed a bill last week 
that gave him power to 
penalise non-U.S. firms 
that invest S40 million or 
mere a year in Iran and 
Libya, two states he said 
were sponsors of 
international terrorism. 


The ill-feeling threatens 
the progress ^wait has 
made in rebuilding once- 
cool ties with Iran in con- 
trast to Tehran’s chilly ties 
with Gulf Arab states. 
Relations improved after 
the Gulf crisis because Iran 
stayed neutral in that con- 
flict 

But Kuwaiti worries 
about ' 'Saudi Arabia< : go 
much^eeper. The - Saii^. 
bombings reminded 
Kuwaitis of a 1980s bomb- 
ing campaign in Kuwait 
that marked the first time 
militants took their war 
against the West into a Gulf 
Arab state. 

Kuwaitis blamed most of 
those attacks on pro-Iran- 
ian/Iiaqi Shi’ites demand- 
ing the creation of an 
Islamic state in Iraq. 

Kuwaitis also point out 
they and their 96 billion 
banels of oil remain reliant 
for security on the U.S. 
presence in Saudi Arabia 
— the springboard for 
Operation Desert Storm in 
1991. 

Kuwaiti concerns about 
Saudi Arabia stem largely 
from their familiarity with 
the sensitivities of ordinary 
Saudis towards ' the pres- 
ence of U.S. troops — a 
familiarity they gained 
while in exile in Saudi Ara- 
bia during Iraq's seven- 
month occupation. 


Mr. Nafisi said the aver- 
age Kuwaiti felt his securi- 
ty was tied to Saudi securi- 
ty and the U.S. presence, 
Imt there was a freling the 
U.S. presence was now 
“itself a reason for instabil- 
ity." 

Mr. Nafisi said: ‘7 saw 
American troops walk the 
streets of A1 Khobar in the 
’’ocedpatioh.' At that -time I , 
-reali^- that- we— needed 
them — and we still do — 
but even then 1 felt pro- 
voked by their presence 
because it was so loud. 1 
felt disrespected Tb^ 
walk into the bazaar in 
Dhahran with their sleeves 
rolled up, their hamburg- 
ers, beer cans and alien v^- 
ues. They feel that they 
own you. It is very humili- 
ating.” 

Some Kuwaitis applaud a 
plan to move U.S. troops 
out of contact with laige 
Saudi populations to help 
stabilise the American 
presence and thereby rein- 
ibree Kuwaiti security. 

Most Kuwaiti ofiGcials do 
not like the measure. They 
have resisted attempts to 
implement similar steps in 
Kuwait, saying the move 
looks like an American 
retreaL 

'‘It will just encourage 
the teiTorists,'' said one 
official. 



PALESTINIAN WORKERS ARRESTED: An Israeli .Border Policeman gestores to a group of PalestiniaiK to 
remain qidet Monday morning as they were speaking to the photographer. The Palestinians said they were detained 
after the Israeli authorities found they did not have the proper identity papers and they had slipped past Isradi 
police at a checkpoint leading from the West Bank into Jerusalem. It is not known if the Palestinians were arrest- 
ed or made to cross back into the West Bank and the photographer was told to stop taking photographs and leave 
the area (Reuters photo) 


Hekmatyar berates 
U.S. policy, refuses to 
meet Senator Brown 


KABUL (APj — United 
States Senator Hank 
Brown airived in 
Afghanistan Monday, but 
received a cool reception 
from Prime Minister Gul- 
Ixjddin Hekmaiyar who 
accused Washington of 
conspiring against Islam. 

Citing Wa^ngton's new 
punitive sanctions against 
Iran and Libya, Mr. Hek- 
matyar said the United 
States was trying to hurt 
Muslim countries. 

“The United States sup- 
ports terrorism.” he said 
during an interview on 
state-run television . in the 
capital Kabul. “They are 
st^ng a conspiracy 
against the Islamic World.” 

Mr. Hekmatyar's com- 
ments. made on the eve of 
Mt Brown’s anfvad, were 
id stark contrast . to how 
other senior government 
officials - received the 
Republican senator from 
Colorado. 

Mr. Hekmaiyar declined 
to meet with Brown. 

Afghanistan's nominal 
government bad been urg- 
ing Washington to play a 
more active role in solving 
its four-year-old civil war 
that has left more than 
25,000 people dead in 
Kabul alone. 

Mr. Hekmatyar. a former 
government foe, joined 
forces with President 
Burbanuddin Rabbani in 
June, and has encouraged a 
more conservative brand of 
Islam for Afghanistan. 

Mr. Brown on Monday 
travelled to the rebel Tale- 
ban stronghold of Kanda- 
har in southern 
Afghanistan to meet with 
mili tia leaders. 

He was scheduled to 
return to Kabul for meet- 
ings with Mr. Rabbani and 


military leader Ahmed 
Shah Masood. 

It was Mr. Brown's sec- 
ond visit to Afghanistan 
this year. 

In April. Mr Brown told 
government leaders in 
Kabul he would lobby 
Washington to reopen its 
embassy in Afghanistan 
and continue to support 
United Nations peace 
efforts. 

“We very much jq^preci- 
ate the fact that Americans 
are becoming Interested In 
Afghanistan after four 
years of negligence.” said 
Defence Ministry 

spokesman Amrullah. 

Afghanistan's warring 
factions have complained 
that Washington turned its 
back oil tiieni.after occupy- 
ing Soviet troops 'withdrew 
and 

Kabul's erstwhile com- 
munist government was 
toppled. 

Tbe United States and 
other Western countries 
pulled back their support 
for Afghanistan when vic- 
torious anti-communist 
guerrillas in 1992 splin- 
tered and factional fighting 
erupted. 

On his last trip to 
Afghanistan. Mr. Brown 
was asked to urge Pakistan 
to stop supporting the Tale- 
ban rebels. Pakistan denies 
the charges. 

TheTaleban. a previously 
unheard of rebel move- 
ment, entered the civil war 
in late 1994 and swiftly 
captured more than half the 
country. 

Mr. Brown is in 
Afghanistan as part of a 
larger trip through South 
Asia. 


Rabin’s widow gets apology 
over his assassin’s "fan club’ 


TEL AVIV CR) — The 
mother of a girl who 
belonged to a teenage fan 
club for the late \1tzhak 
Rabin's assassin apolo- 
gised publicly on Monday 
to the widow of the slain 
Israeli prime minister. 

‘i wish to express sorrow 
and remorse over every- 
thing to Mrs. Leah Rabin, 
(the girl's) school and any- 
one personally hurt,” the 
mother, who was not iden- 
tified. told army radio. 

Asked if Her I6-year-o)d 
daughter was party to the 
apology, she replied: 
“Especially her.” 

Israel Television's broad- 
cast of an interview with 
three teenage girls whose 
admiration of killer Yigai 
Amir — and of what one 
called his “sweet smile” — 
revived bitter memories of 


the violent climate that pre- 
ceded Mr. Rabin’s Nov. 4 
murder. 

Mrs. Leah Rabin told 
Israel Radio on Sunday 
that Amir has “a communi- 
ty of admirers" and that 
many Israelis believe the 9 
murder was “an excellent 
thing to carry out'’. 

During the television 
interview in Kiryai Gat, 
southern Israel, the girls 
displayed scrapbooks with 
smiling pictures of Amir, 
26, and wrote to him in jail 
where he is serving a life 
sentence. 

Rachel BuhbuL head- 
mistress of the religious 
high school of two of the 
girls, said only a handful 
were involved In the fan 
club. 


•f'T 


Iraqi tricks own^ countrymen 
and Egyptians to defect. 


CAIRO (AP) — An Iraqi 
army deserter who tricked 
his countrymen and Egypt- 
ian diplomats into believing 
he was an Egyptian labour- 
er has escaped to Egypt to 
request political asylum, 
police said Sunday. 

Ahmad Ali. 32. was 
allowed by police to tell his 
story to reporters, saying he 
fled Iraq tecause of politi- 
cal repression and increas- 
ing poverty under U.N. 
Security Council sanctions. 

Mr. Ali arrived Friday in 
the Red Sea port of Nuwei- 
ba after footing Iraqi offi- 
cials and Egyptian diplo- 
mats by speairing Arabic 
with an Egyptian accent, 
said police sources, who 
spoke under customary 
rules of anonymity. 

He claimed he was from 


Mansura north of Cairo but 
bad lost his identity papers. 
Many Egyptians worked as 
labourers in Iraq prior to M 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

Iraqi authorities turned 
him over to Egyptian diplo- 
mats in Baghdad, who gave 
him money to go home. He 
ask-ed for asylum on arrival 
and Egypt is considering 
his case. 

“Kill me here, but don't 
send me back to Iraq.” Mr. 
Ali quoted himself as 
pleading to passport offi- 
cials. 

He told reporters that in 
Iraq ‘There is oppression 
and hunger. 

Women sell themselves 
for food, and whoever 
speaks out is either jailed or 
killed.'' 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 

—Iris — The Happy 

Professor 


15:20 . 


15s<fe 

...Hot Shots (Sports) 

16:10 Bob Morrisem Show 

16J0.. 

17-nn 

Comedy — ALF 

17:15 

..La Vie Devant Moi 

17-JO 

Gome Show — 

Pyramide 


18KW 

Varieties — Reinette 

L'Oranaise 


19:00 


19:15 Magazine — Ushuoia 

19:30 

10- 1C 

News Headlines 



TA'in 


20-.45 .. 

Varieties 

21:10 Star Trek -The Next 

Generation 


22K10 

..._.J4ews in English 

22:20 

....... JIumanTaiget 



23^45.... 

My Two Wives 



PRA\'ER TIMES 


04:28. 

ns-« . .. . 

Fajr 

12:41 


16:20 


19:28 


20:53 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 

Swdfieh. TeL 810740 

Assemblies 

of God Church 


TeL 632785. 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the .AnnimciatioD 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Churdi Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 

Anglkau Church Tel. 652826. 
Armoiiaii Cathc^c Church 
Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman Tnter naBnnal Chuicfa 

TeL 652526 

Evai^dical Luflieran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congr^tion TeL 845457 
The Latter<Day Saints Tel 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel 81 1295 

EngU^-spealdng 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment qfMeieoroIogy. 

Relative hoi weather conditions 
will prevail with temperatures 
northwesierly moderate to 


■V 

active. In Aqaba, it will be hot 
and dus^, winds nonberly mod- 
erate to active, and seas calm. 

A mman 22/36 

Aqaba .28/41 

Deserts 2(V38 

Jordan Valley 26/40 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 35, Aqaba 40 Huirudity 
readings: Amman 31 per cenL 
Aqaba 41 percent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dl Ramzi Mazzawi $94788 

Dc Bassam Kaiadtiiefa .759200 
Dr.Khalid M*addi.....661I44 

Dr.KbalidAbdo 657129 

Ferdows phannacy 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy ....637055 
A1 Salam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub phannacy .644945 

ShnMisam pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...623672 

N^jib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi la’amndi ....230080 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. IsmaO Tallawi 903469 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9S54I7 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Ccmtuol Centre ...637 1 1 1 





CivUDefienceDept. 66III1 

CivU Defence imnurfiahi Res- 
cue 630341 

QvO Defence Emergency .. 199 
Rescue PoUce I9Z 621 ill. 
637777 

Fire Bi^ade 617101 

Blood Bank ..775121 

EGghway Police S43402 

’DafBc Ptriice 896390 

Public Security Department 

.....630321 

Hotd OMnplamts .605800 

Price Complainte £61 176 

Water and Sewera^ Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman MunidpaBty Com- 
plaints — 787111 

Telqdione Information (direc- 
tory assistance). 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Tdepbone 

Reparis .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water AutiMnity.. 680100 

Jordan Eledrid^ Authority 

815615 

Electric Flower Company 
636381 

RJ FKgJit Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity .....644281/6 

Akilefa Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Aounan Maternity 

...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani ....607071 

Shmeisani , 669131 

University Hospital .....845845 
Al-Muadier Hospital 667227/9 
The Istamic. AbdaB 666126/37 

Ai-AhS, Abdali 664164/6 

KaBan,AI-Muhajreen 777101^ 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Maria 891611/15 

Qneat Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Snrgety 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (091983323 
Zarqa National Rositital 

- .....(09^560 

Dm Shu Bo^;utal .(09)986732 
A1 Hiknia Modern Hoqiital 

(09)990990 

IRBID:. 

Princess Basnia Hospital 

— (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hmyhai 
(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
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QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RT) F ligh ts 


08:1111 — Damascus (RJ) 

10:15 . 
10:20. 

,.j\bu Dhabi, AI'Ain (RJ) 


10:50 Doha. Balmain (RJ) 

15:05 .Tunis (add) 

16:05 Detroit. Amsterdam (add) 
(RJ) 

17:30 


17:40. 


18:25 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
20J0 Cairo (RJ) 

02:50 Madrid (RJ) 

Other Iflighls 

09:15. 

13-.40. 

14.-00. 

- Cairo (MS) 

Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:00. 


16:00. 


16:30. 


19L35.. 

20:20 

Amsterdam (KL) 

20:20. 


21:10. 


22KM). 

00:55. 


03:00. 

.Kuwait (KL) 


06:35 Beirut (RJ) 

11:0P .Casablanca (RJ) 

11:20 Amsieniam. DeticHt (add) 
(RJ) 

12:30 Amsterdam. Chicago iRJ ) 

13:25 London (RJ) 

13:25 Frankfurt ( RJ) 

16:00 Rhodes (add) (RJj 

21:45 Damascus (RJ) 

21^t5 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:30 .Ai *Ain.Abu Dhabi iRJ) 
23:45 Sanaa (RJ) 


Ait. Damascus 5:00 pjn. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 a.m. 
every Sunday 

An: A mman 5:00 p-m. every 
Sunday 


MARKET PRTrRS 

UpperAiwer price in Jils per kg. j[| 


Apple... .700/500 

Banana. 600/600 

Banana (mukhamntart .520^20 
Banana (imported) 860/600 


Royal Wings iRW) Flints 

09:50 Aqaba (RW) 

I9^15 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


Other Flights 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

09:15 London ("BAj 

10:15 -...Cairo (MS) 

14:30 ..Abu Dhabi. Al ‘.Ain, 
Muscat (GF) 

15:30 Riyadh (SV) 

15:45 Munich (')tT) 

17:00 Rome(AZ) 

17:30 Dubai (EK) 

20:45 KuwjutiKL) 

21:20 .Aden (IV) 

23:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

04KW Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) FK^ts 
10:00 Aqaba iMarka Airport 
IRW) 

20J0 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
proceeding to QAlA ) (RW) 


Carrot 

utn/qn 



Cucumber (large) . 

OW140 

Cucumber (small ) 

.420/250 

Eggplant 


(jariic 

Mn/dOR 

Granes /('inncn 

Lemon 

4S5Q/450 

Marrow (large)... 

7.90/14(1 

Marrow (small) .... 

430/260 

Mulukhiah 

J20/80 

Onion (riry) 

i4(Mn 

Okra 


Pea. 

<snn/inA 

Pear. suM/enfl 

Reach 

800/400 

P&pperfhot) 

.340/200 

Pepper(sweci) ...... 

- 380240 

Poaio 

350/220 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 aan. every 
Monday 


String Bean. 750^ 

Sweet melon ......270/150 

Tomato 

Water melon .210/150 
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Queen participates in population programmes 
motivational campaigns in Zai municipality 
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•AMMAN (J.T.) - Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Monday visited the 
Municipality of Zai 
where she attended a 
series of motivational 
campaigns inaugurated 
by the Noor AI Hussein 
Foundation (NHFl 
according to a Royai 
Court statement. 

“Family Health is the 
Joint Responsibility of 
Both Spouses” is the slo- 
gan of the series organ- 
ised by the NHF's Popu- 
lation Programmes for 
the Grassroots tPPG) in 
cooperation with the 
United Nation’s Popula- 
tion Fund (UNFPA). 

The two-year campaign, 
which was launched last 
April at Mukheibeh in 
Irbid and subsequently 
moved to Shobafc and 
Iraq Al Amir. Monday 
reached the Municipality 
of Zai, where Queen 
Noor viewed the NHF’s 
Theatre-in-Education's 
interactive play entitled, 
”A Day in the Life of a 
Family,” the statement 
said. 

In the play, actors 
engage the community in 
discussions that raise 
awareness of family plan- 
ning concepts and prob- 
lems related to pre-and 
post-natal care. 

Emphasis on family 
awareness was also 
reflected in a painting 
contest for children, who 
competed to produce the 
roost innovative depiction 
of the motivational cam- 
paign's slogan. 

In addition local chil- 
dren attended a puppet 
show, organised by the 
NHF's Mobile Life and 
Science Museum, which 
recounted the story of a 
young girl who over- 
comes obstacles to her 
plans for education and_ 
"work. 

The Queea . ended ‘her 
visit by participating in a 
discussion group con- 
ducted by Dr. Wafa’ 
Daqqa of the Jordanian 
Planned Parenthood Soci- 
ety on early detection of 
breast and cervical can- 
cer. the statement said. 

In her welcoming 
remarks, PPG Project 
Director Nina Jade, said 
that the main goals of the 
motivational campaign 
were to “advocate repro- 
ductive health and gender 
related issues for the 
20,000 people living in 
13 villages served by the 
NHF. (This is achieved) 
by highlighting the 
importance of shared 
responsibilities and deci- 
sion-making among 



Her M^esty Queen Noor Monday presents a gift to one of the winners of a children’s 
painting competition in Zai municipality (Petra photo) 


spouses, women’s rights 
and responsible family 
planning as the basis for 
familial health and wel- 
fare.” 

Ms. Jade added that Jor- 
dan’s annual population 
growth rate, estimated at 
3.3 per cent, left 
unchecked. would 

increase four-fold, reach- 
ing 17 million people by 
the year 2035. 

United Nations Fund 
for Population Activities 
(UNFPA) National Pro- 
gramme Officer Lina 
Mousa, noted that the 
Population Programme, 
which is the second Joint 
project between the NHF 
and UNFPA, “comprises 
14 projects distributed 
into three main core pro- 
^amme areas: reproduc- 
tive health, including 
family planning, popuia- 
rion and development 
strategies, and advoca- 
cy.” the statement said. 

• The PcmulatioD Pro- 
gramme for the Grass- 
roots is a three-year pro- 
gramme launched in Aug. 
1994 to introduce repro- 
ductive health and family 
planning concepts in 13 
remote villages through- 
out Jordan which benefit 
from the comprehensive 
development programmes 
of the NHF’s Quality of 
Life Project, and Women 
in Development Project, 
the Institute for Chil- 
dren’s Health and Devel- 
opment and the Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre. 

It is helping to address 
Jordan's present elevated 
annual population growth 
rate by training local 
community leaders and 
health workers, organis- 
ing workshops for 


women, promoting an 
awareness of population 
issues among the grass- 
roots and advocating cul- 
turally-sensitive family 
planning. 

The programme has 
also produced two guide- 
books and a film both of 
which deal with pre- and 
post-natal care, birth con- 
trol, detection of repro- 
ductive health diseases 


and breast cancer, the 
statement reported. 

Queen Noor, accompa- 
nied by NHF Board of 
Trustees members Sub- 
hieh Ma'ani and Nour 
Izzeddine. was received 
by the Minister of Social 
Development Hammad 
Abu Jamous and UNFPA 
Country Director Kanchi 
Moorthy, according to the 
statement. 


Queen reviews future 
plans ofwomen*s group 


AMMAN — Her Majesty Queen Noor Mmiday met vaAx 
die newly elected executive committee of the General Fed- 
eration - of Jordan^n Women (GFJW) to dSscuss the 
GFJWs future activities, according to a Royal Court state- 
ment. . ' 

These include increasing sui^rt for developing pro- 
iJects administered 1^ fnenxber curgaoisations widi sf^cial 
emj^asis on ag^iilture and water [oanseiivatio^ 
ffooisin^eftorts^ir'a^ annual na^onal 4^^;^ as nom- 
inating i^sup^i^g women ca^idates fqr the upcom 
ing ptaliamentai^ ele^ons. 

A^discussed was the production of a weeldy radio 
grainme for women and plans to work in partnership addi 
oth^non-government^ organisations (NGOs) to establish 
'an “Infonnation Centre for- Women in Jordan'*, the state-: 
ment said. ' 

The GFJW, of which Queen Noor is honorary president, 
[was establish in 19S1 as a national non-govemmental 
organisation covering women's associatmos and societies 
to enhance the political, economic and social status of] 
wmneh in Jordan. ' . . 

The GFJW, whose membership includes 80 societies an^ 
oiganismions as well as main brauches located in each of] 
72 goverooiaKts, ruobOises women's eifons towan& 
effective roles in mining political decisions, offers ^uca-: 
tional opportunities and guidance m family wMfare and] 
health, advocate le^siative reform favouring women and] 
initiates income-generating activities in coUaborattbn .with 
other NGOs inctodmg the Noor Al'Hussein Foundation, 

Senator Leila Sbaraf and Advisor to the Queen fa’tun 
[Mufti attended the meeting with Queen Noor, the stm^ 
meot said 
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PLAY 


* “Medea" (Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

FILM 

* Chinese film ‘The Ups and Dowtis of Life" at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman 
^CWldre?s film “The Borrowers” (part m at the British CouncU at 5:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* “"Oman, Past aiuJ Present" by Dr. Mu'awiyah Ibrahim at the Friends of Archaeology Center (Tel. 

*^‘^e Fu'mre oFopposition Press" (Arabic) by Mahmoud Al Maro’i at Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:30 pm. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Abstract .(plastic) art by Hana Barto entitled “Between Past and Present” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, until Aug. iO. 


i 
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* “Science for Health" exhibition at the British Council, until Aug. 17. 

: folastic) art by Hussein Da'seh and Nader Saraarah on Jerusalem at the Orfati Art Gallery, 

t I uSema (Tel. 826^32). until Aug. 15. 

‘ 15. 

Gallery (Tel. 


kfm 


mm utneina kxci . w. 

1 U nHph at the Phoenix Art Gallery (Tel 695291), until Aug. 15. 
Pho^o Ston by HaS Ho^^ entitled “People and Places” at Baladna Art Gt 

ai-tef\o\ Alio 1*^. 


687598), unul Aug. l3. 


Jordan Valley Authority to study 
plan to collect 54 mcm of water 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) Monday announced 
that it was prepared to 
begin a feasibility study on 
construction designs to 
collect 54 million cubic 
metres (mcm) of water 
annually. 

The study is dedicated to 
one project in the compre- 
hensive plan for the devel- 
opment of the souibem 
Jordan Valley regions. 

JVA Secretary General 
Dureid Mahasneh 

announced that under this 
project the JV.A plans to 
utilise flood waters and 
streams to collect water 
primarily for tourist, indus- 
trial and agricultural pur- 


poses. 

Dr. Mahasneh added that 
10 mcm will be used in ini- 
gation. 17 mcm for the 
potash ^d chemical com- 
plexes, D mcm for tourism 
purposes on the eastern 
coast of the Dead Sea, and 
3 mcm for domestic pur- 
poses. 

The integrated project, 
he said, involves the con- 
struction of three dams: 
the Tannour Dam at Wadi 
Hassa, the Waleh Dam at 
Wadi Waieh, the Mujib 
Dam at Wadi Mujib, in 
addition to a diversion dam 
also at Wadi Mujib. 

Dr. Mahasneh also noted 
that work on the Tannour 
Dam. which collect 


flood waters in the Ghor 
Safi region for irrigation of 
agricultural lands in the 
southern Jordan Valley and 
industrial use at the potash 
and Dead Sea chemical 
complexes, is expected to 
start before the end of 
1996. 

The Tannour Dam will 
be 62 metres high and is 
expected to have a capaci- 
ty of 16.S mcm. 

As for the Waleh and 
Mujib dams. Dr. Mahasneh 
said that their waters will 
be used to artificially feed 
the underground aquifers, 
irrigate around 4,000 
dunums of land around 
Waleh and Hidan wadis, as 
well as supply Amman 


with water. 

The Waleh and Wadi 
Mujib dams will have u 
capacit)’ of 9.3 mcm and 
35 mcm. added Dr. Mahas- 
neh. He said the project 
also entails the laying of a 
70-kilomeU‘e pipeline to 
supply the potash phuit at 
Ghor Safi with water and a 
30-kilometre pipeline for 
water suppl}- in the Dead 
Sea area. 

The project. Dr. Mahas- 
neh said, uill also involve 
the constniction of agricul- 
tural installations which 
will help reclaim 20.000 
dunums of diy land in the 
southern Jordan Valiev. 


Bahraini defence minister arrives for talks 


AMMAN (^tra) — 

Bahraini Minister of 

Defence Sheikh Salman 
Ben Hamad Al Kbalifeh 
arrived in Amman Monday 
for meetings on bilateral 
cooperation in military 

Upon his arrival, Sheikh 
Salman conveyed greet- 
ings from. Bahrain's ruler 
Sheikh Issa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifeb to His Majesty 
King Hussein and HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

He said the Bahraini 
government will affirm his 
country’s determination to 
maintain and strengthen 
mutual relations. 

Sheikh Salman was 
invited to Jordan by Field 
Marshal Abdul Hafiz 
Marei Kaabneh, the chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces. 

The . Eiabrauii official 



HRH Prince Ghazi Ben Mohammad Monday welcomes Bahraini Minister of Defence 
Sheikh Salman Ben Hamad AI Khalifeh who arrived in Amman for meetings on bilat- 
eral cooperation In military' fields (Petra photo) 


was welcomed at the air- 
port by HRH Prince Ghazi 
Ben,. Mohammad,.- - <xbe 


King's cultural secretary, 
senior officials and high 
ranking army . officers as 


well os Bobrmn's ambas- 
sador- to Jordan Moh^^- 
mad Seif Al Musallam. 


Community college graduates score 
71 per cent average in final exams 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
average score of students 
who took the final diploma 
examinations for 1996 at the 
country's 54 public and pri- 
vate community colleges 
was 71 per cent, according 
to the Ministry of Higher 
Education Monday. 

In announcing the results 
at a press conference. Min- 
istry Secretary General 
Ahmad Hisban said 12,103 
students sat for the exami- 
nation and 8,612 of them 
passed. He said eight stu- 
dents failed to take the 
examinations. 

The total number of stu- 
dents who took the exami- 
nation in the academic cur- 
riculum was 3080: this 
breaks down to: pedagogy 
395, engineering 1,S$1, 


agriculture 152, medicine 
1,481, finance and adminis- 
tration 3,120 , computer sci- 
ence 1.234, hotel manage- 
ment 103, applied arts 824, 
social work 179 and air traf- 
fic control J. 

The students took exams 
in 106 specialisations, the 
ministry official said. 

For the first time the com- 
munity college courses 
included sight testing, spe- 
cial education, applied sta- 
tistics. warehouse manage- 
ment, welding, machine fit- 
ting, water-well drilling, 
and Islamic p^ching, 
according to Dr. Hisban. 

He added that community 
colleges will start accepting 
new students in the second 
half of August and that the 
mim'sQy eucourages the 


introduction of new courses 
which would fit the require- 
ments of the local labour 
market. 

He also announced that 
the ministry has referred 
several draft laws to the 
parliament, including one 
which envisages the cre- 
ation of an institution to 
serve as an umbrella for all 
public comunity colleges 
and suggested that it be 
located in Salt. 

Once the law has been 
endorsed. Dr. Hisban 
added, community colleges 
will operate independently 
but will fall under the over- 
all supervision of the 
Council of Higher Educa- 
tion. 


Brother confesses to killing sister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
man confessed Sunday 
evening to strangling his 
30-year old sister to 
death at her home near 
Che Weihdat district of 
Amman . 

Id his confession, the 
suspect said that be 
killed his sister in order 
to steal her jewellery. 

The inciaent occurred 
Sacuiday, 

Accoidhig to a report 
in the local press Mon- 
day quoting an Amman 
police department 


spokesman, the police 
charged the man with 
mur^ and robbery. 

The spokesman said 
her body was found by 
her husband when he 
returned from work. 

The autopsy on the 
dead woman’s body indi- 
cated that she was preg- 


nant in her fifth month. 
Investigations in this 
case will continue, the 
spokesman added. 

Labourer found 
murder^ 

Another news item in 
the local press Monday 
reported the murder of a 
3>year-old Egyptian 
woodworker. 

The victim’s body was 
found dumped near the 
railway line at the Wadi 
Rimam distria in south- 
eastern Amman. 

Initial investigations 
revealed that the man 
was probably struck in 
the back of his head and 
neck with some sort of 
cleaver. 

The police spokesman, 
who would not reveal the 
identity of the victim. 


said that investigations 
are under way. 

In another. incident, a 
50-year old man was 
killed and two others, 
aged 30 and 52, were 
injured while tearing 
down a house in the 
Wadi Haddadeh district. 

According to the police 
the wails of the house 
collapsed suddenly 
causing the fatal acci- 
dent. 

The injured men were 
admitted to Al Bashir 
Government Hospital. 

Also, Sunday, three 
men, aged 17, 20 and 36, 
were injured by stray 
bullets during three sepa- 
rate wedding ceremonies 
in Madaba, Yajouz and 
Maan. 



Saleh Irsheidat 

Ministry to 
get tough 
on tour 
agencies 

AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Tourism and Antiq- 
uities Saleh Irsheidat Mon- 
day promised measures to 
protect citizens from tour 
and travel agencies whom 
he accused of failing to 
deli^’er on their advertised 
tour packages. 

Dr. Irsheidat said that 
because of the agencies' 
failure in the execution of 
planned and organised 
tours as published in the 
local press, people started 
to lose confidence in the 
companies’ efficiency and 
complained to the ministry. 

According to a tourism 
law published in 1988, it is 
the ministry's right and 
duty to supen'ise the busi- 
ness of organised tours 
abroad. 

The law stipulates that all 
travel agencies have to 
apply for prior approval 
from the Ministry of 
Tourism to publish their 
tour-programmes in the 
local press and register 
their clients' names. 

Agencies violating this 
principle will have to face 
legal action in the fiimre. 
the minister warned. 


Savfe Water, 
Every Drop Counts... 


OFEXCO REGIONAL OFFICE IN JORDAN 
AMR REAL ESTATE & TRADING EST 

sends its deepest condolences to the Spanish 
Embassy In Jordan and the Spanish Government, for 
the sad event of Biescas Northern Spain, our deepest 
feelings with the families of the victims of this incident 
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Chechen rebels claim to storm 


Russians’ last Grozny stronghold 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Chechen separatists said Monday 
they had stormed the headquarters of Russia's Federal 
Security Service (FSB) in central Grozny and killed 25 
high-ranking Russian officers. 

The claim could not be confirmed by journalists, who 
were largely stranded by the fighting. 

Speaking by telephone, rebel spokesman Movladi 
Udugov told AFP that the Chechens had lakm over the 
ground floor of the four-storey building, which the retels 
say is the only government building still under Russian 
forces’ control in the centre of the city. 

“There are a lot of people killed, many Russian FSB col- 
laborators, including 25 cotninaaders. lieutenant-colonels 
or colonels.” Mr. Udugov said. 

But an AFP correspondent said he had heard what sound- 
ed like intense fighting early Monday afternoon coming 
from the area where FSB offices are located. 

Mr. Udugov claimed that Chechen rebels also controlled 
the nearby headquarters of the proRussian govenunenc and 
the Interior Ministry, saying that charred ruins were all that 
remained of these buildings. . 

The latest fighting, on the seventh day ^ heavy fighting 
in Grozny, came amid a glimmer of hope in the breakaway 
republic following an agreement between the head of 
Russia’s National Security Council. General Alexander 
Lebed, and tbe rebel leadership. 

Gen. Lebed, appointed by President Boris Yeltsin as his 
personal envoy on Chechenya. and rebel Chief of Staff 
Aslan Maskhadov. reached “95 per cent” agreement 
Monday on a scheme to end the 20-month crisis, one of Mr. ■ 
Maskhadov *s spokesmen told AFP. 

Russian forces admitted Monday that Chechen separatists 
controlled most of the Chechen capital, Interfax News 
Agency reported. 

They also conceded that the separatists conTOlled Argun, 
Chechenya's ihii d largest town located 15 kilometres east 
of Grozny. 

The pitched battle for control of Grozny, now in its sev- 
enth day, has left 202 Russian soldiers dead, according to 
military sources in Chechenya quoted by the lnterfa.x News 
Agency Monday. 

They did not give any figure for the number of wounded. 

liie last official toU'of Russian losses, since separatists 
launched their assault last Tuesday was made public 
Sundav. 

According to ±ose figures, 169 Russians had been killed, 
618 wounded and seve^ dozen have disappeared. 

Meanwhile talks between Gen. Lebed and a rebel com- 
mander lifted peace hopes in Chechenya Monday. 

Despite the first high-level meeting tetween Moscow and 


the rebels since the separatists stormed into Grozny last 
Tuesday, battles continued in the city which a Russian offi- 
cial said was still controlled by the guerrillas. 

“There is artillery fire and automatic-weapon fire. There 
was artillery fire all night,” a local resident cold Reuters. 

••People have stopped going outside this morning. There 
are no cars moving on the streets, only the fighters." 

ITAR-TASS news agency said Russian forces had decid- 
ed to halt air strikes Md would restrict their operations to 
using assault units to carry out "special operations." 

Gen. Lebed’s car twice came under fire as he headed for 
the talks with Mr. Maskhadov. No one was hurt 

It was not clear who was responsible. The press service of 
the Security Council, the influential ^up of which Gen. 
Lebed is the secretary, said his late-night arrival had puz- 
zled several Russian checkpoints, indicating that the shots 
could have been ‘’frieTidly fire." 

The press service said Gen. Lebed and Mr. Maskhadov 
had discussed conditions for a ceasefire and that there had 
been “very constructive dialogue." 

Interfax quoted a source in the Chechen high command as 
saying the Russians had suggested a “fundamentally new 
approach to regulating tbe conflict in Chechenya.” 

Gen. Lebed, named Saturday as President Boris Yeltsin’s 
personal representative in Chechenya, was back in Moscow 
by midday Monday and immediately briefed Mr. Yeltsin on 
the talks. 

It was Gen. Lebed’s first trip to Chechenya since Mr. 
Yeltsin promoted him on June IS and signalled that he was 
now ready to take a leading role in trying to settle the cri- 


In Riyadh, the Saudi press, which reflects tbe official 
point of view, called Monday on Russia to stop fighting 
Chechenya to keep it under Moscow's control. 

AJ-Yom daily called on Moscow to “quickly reflect on 
how to resolve the crisis so that Russian soldiers>do not pay 
the price of this unjust war.” 

•The solution is simple; Moscow must pull out its troops 
and let the Chechen people detennine their future.” the 
paper said. 

The djuly Okaz called for “the return of wisdom and rea- 
son" and for the matter to be resolved •‘by negotiations, to 
silence the guns and to end tbe bloodshed." 

Meanwhile. A1 Nadwa newsp^er said; “It Is the duty of 
the international community to intervene to stop the mas- 
sacres instead of continuing to watch indifferently. 

"But it is to Islamic states that the Chechen people turn to 
first for support, because these people (as Muslims) say 
‘God is Greatest' when they tight the Russian occupier." 


Jakarta makes sweeping detentions over riots 


JAKARTA (R) — The 
activist blamed for instigat- 
ing last month's riots in 
Jai^a and at least nine of 
his colleagues have been 
taken into custody, a 
pSpokesmaiu for the Indo- 
a-ne|ian <nu&^**said' Mon- ■ 
3l.day. 

BrigadiefwGetieral Amir 
Syarimdin told reporters 
that Budiman Sudiatmlko. 
chief of the People’s De- 
mocratic Party (PRD), and 
four other people were ta- 
ken into custody from a 
house in the Jakarta area 
Sunday night 
He said one PRD activist 
was taken into custody Sun- 
day afternoon and four oth- 


ers early Monday. Gen. 
Syariffudin earlier said 
Sudjanniko had been de- 
tained Monday. 

Authorities registered a 
criminal case against the 
PRD after the July 27 riots 
■— tte worst-in th^ capita!;: 
for 20 years — and^ccused 
the group and its leaders of 
spreading hatred against 
Evident Suharto and the 
government 

Mr. Sudjamiiko and the 
four with him did not resist 
arrest Cen. Syariffudin 
said. None of the 10 de- 
t^ed people had been for- 
mally char^ but they were 
being questioned, he added. 

An independent labour 


leader has been charged 
with subversion, which is 
punishable by death. 

The government has said 
the PRD infiltFated support- 
ers of Megawati Sukarno- 
putri, the ousted leader of, 
'ther^^ndonesian DemoCTatic 
' Pi^ and (laughter of 
Indonesia's late founding 
President Sukarno. 

The riots erupted after 
police stormed PDI head- 
quarters. evicting Ms. Me- 
gawati supporters who had 
barricaded themselves in- 
side to prevent a takeover of 
the buUding by a govern- 
ment-backed party faction. 

ilie Christian-nationalist 
PDI is one of only three 
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Budiman Sudjatmiko (right-standing), the chief of the People’s Democratic Party 
(PRDl accompanied by bdonesia's best-known novelist Pramoedya Ananta Toer 
(left) at the declaration of the party in Jakarta last month. Mr. Sudjatmiko, who has 
been underground since tbe government blamed the PRD for last month’s riots in 
Jakarta, and four other people were taken into custody on Sunday evening, the mili- 
tary said Monday (Reuter photo) 


recognised political parties 
in Indonesia, along with the 
ruling Golkar and the Mus- 
lim-oriented United Deve- 
lopment Party. 

The government has said 
the PRD is akin to the 
banned .Communist Party .of 
Indonesia, which has been 
blamed for an abortive coup 
attempt in tbe mid-1960s. 
At least 500,000 people 
were killed in anti-Com- 
munist pogroms after the 
coup anempL 

Meanwhile, authorities 
were questioning Indo- 
nesia's best-known novelist. 
Pramoedya Ananta Toer, in 
connection with tbe riots, 
his family said. 

Mr. Pramoedya. who won 
the Ramon Magsaysay 
Award for Joumalism and 
Literature in 1995. was 
sununoned to the attorney- 
general’s office Monday 
and had not returned by ±e 
afternoon, his daughter Rina 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Pramoedya. who has 
been accused by the govern- 
ment of being a com- 
munist, was jailed for 14 
years after the 1965 coup 
attempt and is still not per- 
mitted to travel abroad. 

He has never been con- 
victed of a criminal offence 
but most of his novels are 
banned in Indonesia be- 
cause they are said to inc- 
lude Marxist teachings. 

Police said Monday they 
were questioning two se- 
nior PDI leaders. Sophao 
Sophiaan and Sukowaluyo, 
as part of their investiga- 
tions into the riots. The at- 
torney-general's office said 
Ms. Megawati's sister Su- 
kmawati was also being 
questioned. 


N. Korean leader’s focus is army, defector says 


SEOUL (R) — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-11 
cares only about the coun- 
try's military despite food 
shortages and other hard- 
ships in the isolated state, a 
North Korean defector said 
Monday. 

The defector’s testimony 
coincided with a South 
Korean Defence Ministry 
report on a rise in personnel 
and equipment in the North 
Korean Armed Forces in tbe 
past year, including an 
increase in the numter of 
troops by 15,000 to more 
than 1.05 million. 

“Kim Jong-Il did not core 
about his people's lives and 
the military was his only 
interest," Ko Jun told a 
news conference held by 
defectors to South Korea. 

“Complaints about Kim 
Jong-11 are growing among 


North Koreans" said Mr. 
Ko, 29. who defected in 
May 1995. He arrived in 
Seoul on July 22 by smug- 
gling himself into the South 
via an unidentified third 


country. 

“When Kim U-Sung died, 
most North ' Koreans, 
includ'ing myself, cried. But 
nobody will cry when Kim 
Jong-11 dies," he added. 

Kim Jong-U is the eldest 
son and handpicked heir of 
North Korea's “great lea- 
der" Kim Il-Sung, who died 
in July 1994 after ruling the 
country for nearly five 
decades. 

“Although civilians are 
not fully supplied with rice 
in North Korea, the aimed 
forces are well provided." 
Park Chol-Ho. who walked 
across the Korean border on 
July 24 to defect, told the 


joint news conference. 

Mr. Park, 41, said morale 
in the miliiaiy was “fairly 
high” and troops were con- 
vinced they could win a war 
with the South if they were 
led by KJm Jong-Tl. 

North Korea has suffered 
from an acute food shortage 
after floods ravaged much 
of the Stalinist country last 
year. International aid work- 
ers have said devastating 
floods hit the North again 
last month. 

On Monday, a Seoul 
Defence Ministry spokes- 
man said the number of 
armoured combat vehicles 
operated by the North Ko- 
rean Armed Forces rose by 
200 to 2.SOO and naval ves- 
sels increased by 10 units to 
800 over the past year. He 
also said the number of the 
North’s artillery weapons 


rose by 150 to 1 1.000. 

South Korea has 655,000 
armed personnel, 2,200 ar- 
moured vehicles. 4,650 ar- 
tillery guns and 242 naval 
vessels, according to the 
Seoul ministry. 

At ±e news conference by 
the defectors, Choi Seung- 
Chan said the North was 
stepping up training of spe- 
cial airborne forces to pre- 
pare for war with tbe South. 

Mr. Choi, who was a staff 
sergeant at a North Korean 
airborne unit between 1983 
and 1993, told reporters the 
North now had' about 
150,000 special airborne 
forces. 

“The special forces’ train- 
ing is aimed at infiltrating 
the South ftora the rear in 
cose of war.” said Mr. Choi. ' 
29, who defected by swim- 
ming to the South. 


Republican presidentia) candidate Bob Dole and his running mate Jack Kemp, along 
with their wives Elizabeth and Joanne, make their way to the convention centre by 


way of crossing the San Diego Harbour (Reuter photo) 


U.S. Republican party opens 


convention to nominate Dole 


SAN DIEGO (Rl — Repub- 
licans onen a carefullv 


licans open a carefully 
choreographed convention 
Monday hoping it can be an 
inspiring love-fest for Bob 
Dole afer right-wing rebel 
Pat Buchanan called for 
unity to defeat President 
BUI Clinton. 

Mr. Buchanan's decision 
delighted the Dole camp 
and removed a major im- 
ronl as they prepared for 
four days of political 
speeches and hoopla that 
they hope will convince 
Americans Dole can beat 
incumbem Clinton in the 
Nov, S election. 

The highlight of the first 
day will be a speech by 
retired armed forces chief 
General Colin Powell that is 
intended to show the party 
is inclusive and tolerant of 
moderates within its ranks. 

Also on the agenda are 
speeches by former presi- 
dents George Bush and 
Gerald Ford and a tribute to 
Ronald Reagan that will be 
capped by a speech from his 
wife Nancy.. 

Mr. Reagan, who suffers 
from Alzheimers disease, 
will not be present at the 
convention. 

Not scheduled to speak 
ore two governors who 
oppose the party’s anti- 
abortion stand and Mr. 
Buchanan, whose 1992 con- 
vention speech was thought 
to have frightened away 
many potential moderate 
supporters with its warning 
that America should wage a 
war over religious and 
moral values. 

But on the eve of tbe con- 
vention, Mr. Buchanan gave 
Sen. Dole an unexpected 
present, calling a truce until 
election day so that the 
party could unite against 
Democrat Clinton. 

Mr. Buchanan warned 
Sen. Dole and his support- 
ers nonetheless that despite 
the truce, he had not ended 
his (mjsade to take over the 
party. “This is not Just their 
party, it is our party too," he 
said, declaring ±at many 
planks in the Republican 
platform came out of his 
campaign. 

The rightwing commenta- 
tor, who was refused a 
speaking role at the conven- 
tion for refusing to endorse 
Sen. Dole, told a rally near 
San Diego it was time for a 
truce even though he had 
not moderated bis rightwing 
"America first" populist 
views, 

“Today, this disputatious 
party of ours needs ...a truce 
of San Diego. Let us, at 
least for the next ten weeks 
— nobles and knights and 
even the peasants with 
pitchforks — suspend our 
battles with one another and 
join together in common 
cause to defeat Bill 



Commentator Patrick Buchanan makes a point during 
a campaign rally Sunday in Escondido, California. Mr. 
Buchanan declared a ‘temporary truce’ in his battles 
with the party (Reuter photo) 


Clinton." 

Mr. Buchanan, who had 
thought of leaving the party 
and making an independent 
bid for the White House, 
appeared to rule that out. 
saying. “We can't walk 
away. America does not 
necessarily need a third 
partj'. What we need is a 
fighting second pany." 

His words came at the 
1 1 th hour but were nonethe- 
less welcome to Republi- 
cans who want a united 
front in the uphill fight 
against the incumbent presi- 
dent. who polls say holds 
between a nine and 20 point 
lead over Sen. Dole. 

But Mr. Buchanan did not 
say whether he would 
endorse Sen. Dole. His 
campaign manager and sis- 
ter Bay said he would make 
that decision on Wednesday 
or Thursday. 

Dole spokesman Nelson 
Warfield colled Mr. Bucha- 
nan'.s truce dec[aration,"ier- 
rific. We've had a ceasefire 
since we locked up the 
nominanon several months 
ago. We want to train our 
guns on Bill Clinton and it 
is very encouraging if the 
Buchanan brigade is going 
to be marching in that 
artny.” 

Meanwhile ABC News 
said Sunday voters approve 
of Sen. Dole's choice of 
Jack Kemp as his running 
mate, but the selection has 
failed to give the former 
Kansas senator a boost in 
the polls. 

A new ABC public opin- 
ion poll shows Sen. Dole 
running 19 percentage 


points behind President 
Clinton in a two-way race, 
about where he was ^before 
picking Mr. Kemp and 
before unveiling his new tax 
cut plan. 

In a three-way race with 
Texas billionaire Ross Perot 
running os the Reform Pun> 
candidate. Sen. Dole trail's 
Mr. Clinton by 19 percent- 
age points, the ABC poll 
said, with Mr. Perot win- 
ning 12 percent. Sen. Dole 
32 per cent and Mr. Clinton 
51 percent. 

About 56 per cent of the 
1.007 registered voters 
questioned Friday and 
Saturday nights said they 
approved of Sen. Dole's 
choice for a running male. 
Only 15 per cent said they 
disapproved. kirse 29 per 
cent, two-thirds "of them 
Clinton supporters, offered 
no opinion. ABC said. The 
poll has a margin of error of 
three per cenL 

The poll was the first in a 
series of daily tracking polK 
ABC said it wa.s doing dur- 
ing this week's Republican 
Convention in .San Diet’o. 

It said about 14 per cent of 
those questioned said thev 
were more likely to vote for 
Sen. Dole because Mr. 
Kemp will be his running 
mate. But seven p>er cent 
said they were le.(s (ikelv to 
vote for Sen. Dole. The poll 
Mid one of the reasons Sen 
Dole was not seven percent- 
age points closer to Mr 
Clinton was that most of 
those who said they were 
more likely to vote for 
Sen. Dole already were 
planning to suppiirt’hjm. 


A melon-choly 
prelude to Refor 
convention 


long BEACH, Calii 
nia (R) — 'VTio says 
Reform Pam- isn't run'. 
Ross Perot? Obviously : 
the caterers for the p^ 
national convention. T 
large honeydew mck 

"Perot” were placed oa j 
buffet table ai a itiei 
reception Sunday. Pa 
■‘elders" have been at ps 
to stress that the rdfo 
parxv is a grass-roots (kj 
ni.sniion run by its Ofe 
bers. and not the Texas^ 
lionaire who founded^ 
The apparent slight to 1 
chard Lamm who is ch: 
lensinc Perot for tbe F 
form Party's president 
nomination was discreet 
pointed out to pai 
spot e<woinan Sharon He 
man. Her face dropped 
horror and she rushi 
behind the buffet to retuo* 
the offending melon 
dropping them unceretn 
niousiv'to the floor at 
kickin’c them under ti 
table. .And for Perot it wi 
the Stan of what he hopt 
would be a fruitful day. 


New York’s Sants 
Claus offers guns 
for drugs 


new YORK ( R 1 — Polic 
and federal agents Sunda 
w'ere looking for nearl 
400 of New York's higbe 
crime areas by a ctad 
using delivery man. Ec 
ward Villegas, 37. was l 
have transported the impoi 
ted Llama 9-mm. .45-caIi 
bre and .3S0-calibrc semi 
automatic pistols from a 
Iberia Airlines cargo ware 
house at John F. Kenned; 
InierDaiiona! .Ai^on ti 
New Jersey, police said 
Instead, police allege hi 
went on a crack smoUns 
binge with another addic 
and sold or swapped the 
guns to gel money foi 
drugs. "We heard they 
were calling him Santa 
Claus on the street," said a 
law enforcement source. 
Villegas"was arre.sted Fri- 
day in east New York. He 
will be charged in federal 
court with firearm viola- 
tions. .Authorities were 
questioning how Villegas, 
who served five months in 


federal prison for drug traf- 
ficking. got a job that ga^|| 


him access to sensiti%? 
areas of the airport. 


Arafat says he lost 
in love many times 


OCCUPIED JERUSA- 
LEM — Palestinian Pre- 
sident Yasser .Arafat, 67, 
said that he had lost in love 
many time.s until he mar- 
ried wife Suha. .U. in 1992. 
"Really, J was uying to 
riiarry many times in my 
life, but I failed because the 
circumstances around me 
were not suitable," the 
guerrilla-tumed-peacemak- 
er told Israel Television 
Channel I in an interview. 
Mr. Arafat said even now 
Suha complained of his 
work which often kept biwi 
from home until after mid- 
night. "It is very difficult I 
know' how she is suffering. 
Still, she is my second 
wife. My first wife is mv 
people." Mr. Arafat who 
has a one-year-old daugh- 
ter. Zahwa, with Suha, 
Mid. Mr. Arafat said he was, 
away so much that at oi8 
stage when an aide brouetif 
Zahwa to his office, he did 
not recognise her. “Yes, I 
didn't recognise that she is 
'^y daughter. I told him, 
whu is this girl with you,'" 
Mr. Arafat said. 


Boy jailed for 13 
years for taxi 
driver’s murder 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
A i 4-year-old boy was sen- 
renced .Monday to a jail 
term of 13 years after be- 
coming one of the youngest 
people ever convicted of 
PJ^rder in Australia. The 
™y. whose name was not 
revealed under Australian 
mws covering young offen- 
ders. was found suUty of 
cutting the throat of Peter 
^oe. 41 as he sat at th^ 
^heel of his taxi cab ill 
^bruary last year. The^ 
1 3 at the time of 

"O' be eli- 
e e for parole for eight 
years. 
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Anti-drug marchers clash with police in Cape Town 
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CAPE TOWN (R) — Rio- 
ting erupted Sunday when 
Soud) African police and 
troops moved in on a Cape 
Town march by amted 
Muslim vigilantes who have 
vowed to eradicate drug 
dealing by local criminal 
gangs. 

Police fired rubber bulieu 
and tear gas at the vanguard 
of some 5.000 marchers, 
mostly young men wearing 
headscarves and chanting 
“Allahu Akbar" (God is 
Greatest!, who tried to 
break through the fourth 
roadblock the police had 
erected. 

Soldiers with rifles and 
gasmasks poured in to sup- 
port the police who had 
raced 1 5 armoured trucks to 
the scene and had started to 
fire after marchers ignored 
calls to disperse. 

A spokesman from a joint 
comraunity-police anti- 
crime imit said nine people 
bad been wounded m the 
rioting, most of them by a 
hand grenade which was 
thrown at the police but 
which landed in the crowd 
Instead. 

One of them was critically 
injured and another serious- 

ly- 

Two arrests were made for 
illegal possession of arms 
and ammunition. the 
spokesman. Sedick Peters, 
said. 

The clashes died down 
when demonstrators with- 
drew and later headed to 
Gatesviile. the biggest 
mosque in the area, for eve- 
ning prayers, some chanting 
"one gangster, one bulleL” 

The march's organisers 
PAGAD — People Against 
Gangsterism And Drugs — 
had assured police Saturday 
they would not march open- 
ly with arms but some disre- 
garded the pledge. 

“Kill the dealers.” read 
placards they carried. 

After the serv'ice PAG.AD 
members dispersed in sev- 
eral groups towards well- 
known gangster areas. 

Hostilities in the crime- 
ridden mixed-race suburbs 



Antj-ding demonstrators carry an injured woman who was hurt in a confrontation 
with poKce daring a march organised by the People Against Gangsterism and Drngs 
(Reuter photo) i ' 


of Cape Town erupted a 
week ago when PAGAD 
members, filmed by news 
crews, burned and shot dead 
alleged dniglord Rashad 
Staggie. saying they could 
no longer wait for the state 
to act. 

Their march last week 
began from the Gatesviile 
Mo.sque. 

They later gave the gangs 
until this Sunday to stop 
drug dealing, but deftant 
gang leaders refused and 
\owed revenge. 

Marchers told Reuters 
they were heading for ±e 
home of another alleged 
drug dealer when the police 
moved in. 

“Democracy is of no 
value if the soul of the peo- 
ple is consumed by drugs,'’ 
senior Muslim religious lea- 
der Sheikh Mohammad Na- 
zeem told them at a stadium 
rally before the march. 

“if we do not do what we 
have to do then the next 
generation will be one of 
drug abusers.” 

Rashied Staggie. who 
with his murdered twin led 


the Hard Livings gang, ear- 
lier led a riviii march by 
1,000 followers, including 
columns of guards with 
shotguns, in violent Manen- 
berg in the Cape Hats, the 
rough side of town few vis- 
itors see. 

Gangs spokesman Ivan 
Waldek, saying he was 
speaking in name of Je- 
sus, earlier demanded Pre- 
sident Nelson Mandela and 
his justice minister come to 
meet them next Wednesday. 

‘"We elected you and now 
we want you to report back 
to tbe people,” he told the 
crowd of young men, some 
with nooses and hangmen 
tattooed on their faces. 

Pick-up trucks loaded 
with young men had fol- 
lowed Che bright md car in 
which Rashied Staggie sat 
behind darkened windows. 

His brother’s gruesome 
murder shocked South 
Ahica — but many pimple, 
fed up with rampmt violent 
crime and a seeming police 
inability to stem it. mum- 
bled that it was about dme. 

‘Terribly, the actions of 


the killers have evoked pub^ 
lie sympathy rather than 
revulsion,” the Sunday 
'Draes newspaper comment- 
ed. 

“Most South Afticans no 
longer trust the government 
to protect them,” it added. 
‘They want criminals out 
and, judging by last week- 
end's' events, preferably 
dead.” 

National Police Chief 
George Fivaz pledged last 
week to fight gangsterism, 
saying: “We are a^lutely 
committed to take back tbe 
streets ftom gangsters and 
from organist syndicates.” 

The anti-drug marchers 
and the gangsters in Cape 
Town come mainly from the 
mixed-race community, ma- 
ny of whom are Muslim. 

The rioting was in the 
rough suburb of Hanover 
Paric. IS kilometres from 
the city centre on the other 
side of Thble Mountain. 

PAGAD's instant fame 
has spawned simiJar groups 
in other big cities such as 
Johannesbuig. where they 
also marched Sundav. 


Burundians, foreigners scramble for last flight 
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BUJLTMBURA (R) — 

Anxious foreigners and 
Burundians scrambled 
Monday for tickeLs on the 
last scheduled commercial 
flight our of the sanciions- 
hii central African state of 
Burundi. 

At the Sabena office in the 
capital, Burundian busi- 
nessmen in crumpled suits. 
Rwandans, Belgians and 
Western aid workers formed 
long queues for tickets for 
two flights to Brussels 
Tuesday. 

“My wife and I are going 
on a small holiday. ’ said a 
Burundian civil serv^U 
clutching a leather brief-- 
case, adding he had already 
sent his tw'O small children 
to the United States. 

The rush for tickets on the 
two planes, which can take 
more than 600 people, was 
increased by people trans- 
ferring tickets from an Air 
France flichi out which was 
cancelled Saturday. . 

A U.S. embassy official 
said the ambassador was 
trying to organise a large 
militar}' plane to fly iu 
Kenya’s capital Nairobi to 
pick up those foreigners 
unable to leave on Sabena. 


The Sabena planes stop en 
route to Brussels in Enteb- 
be, Uganda, for refuelling 
but ^line officials said 
Uganda refused to allow 
any passengers to get off 
there because of sanctions. 

Burundi has been cut off 
from all its neighbours since 
Zaire Friday became the last 
state to say it had iniposed 
sanctions to force a return to 
civilian rule after a July 25 
army coup. 

Burundi’s new military 
ruler Pierre Buyoya says the 
Tutsi army seized power 
from Hum President Syl- 
vesire Ntibantunganya to 
avert genocide and says he 
is confident Burundi can 

survive. . 

U.N. officials said they 
were negotiating wiA I^n- 
yan authorities to bring m a 
U.N. plane from Nairobi to 
evacuate between 30 and 70 
non-essential staff ordered 
out Friday. 

“The situation k^ps 
chanmng. It’s a panic situa- 
tion,” said a U.N. official of 
the efforts by foreigners to 
leave Burundi. 

More than 1 50,000 people 
have been kiUed in Burundi 
in three years of massacres 


and civil war between 
minority Tutsis and ethnic 
Hums, who make up 85 per 
cent of the population. 

The U.N. High Conmi- 
ssioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said ±e volun- 
tary' repatriation of thou- 
sands of Rwandan Hutu 
refugees ftom camps in 
northern Burundi continued 
Monday after they obtained 
a waiver ftom Rwanda to 
allow them across the bor- 
der. 

Lines formed Monday at 
several Bujumbura petrol 
stations but there appeared 
to be no real shortages of 
fuel. Some garages volun- 
tarily rationed each car to 
10 litres (about two gallons) 
to conserve stocks. 

The Nairobi-based East 
Affican Weekly said Mon- 
day fuel worth $100,000 
was rerouted from Burundi 
to Rwanda days after lead- 
ers agreed on sanctions but 
before Rwanda implement- 
ed them. 

It said the move was sus- 
picious but it had no evi- 
dence that Rwanda, which 
like Burundi has a Tud-led 
government and Tutsi-dom- 
inated army, diverted tbe 


fuel to its southern neigh- 
bour. 

In Bujumbura shops, wo- 
men snapped up detei^ent, 
cooking oil, onions and 
tomatoes from ’Huizania and 
Kenya Monday. Burundi 
produces no salt so it has 
already vanished from 
shelves. 

Hums who declined to be 
identified accused tbe aimy 
of killing dozens of Hums at 
tbe weekend at Cararaa vil- 
lage just outside Bujum- 
bura. There was no army 
comment available. 

Hums being driven by 
troops to a squalid camp 
outside the capital said they 
were uneasy about the fu- 
ture under the army. 

“The war isn't over. 
Killers remain under army 
co mman d.” said Tharcisse 
Ntibaiiraranwa, a former 
Hutu governor of the central 
Gitega province and a 
recent arrival in the camp. 

He said he fled Gitega 
after Tutsis asked army 
commanders to 1^ him. He 
lives in tbe dust and dirt of 
the camp wnth 5,000 Hums 
in grubby tents made ftom 
ta^aulins drap^ over 
sticks. 


1 killed, 8 injured in bomb 
blast aboard train in Russia 


MOSCOW (AFP) — One 
person was killed and eight 
others were injured Monday 
when a bomb exploded 
aboard a train in southern 
Russia, the third such attack 
on the same train in as many 
weeks, according to police. 

Authorities had earlier 
said that eight peq>le were 
injured but later revised 
their toll to three men and 
six woman. 

Tbe ITAR-TASS news 
agency said one of the vic- 
tims. a 44-year-old woman 
who bad one of her legs 
blown off, later succumbed 
to her injuries in hospital. 
Three others were also hos- 
pitalised, but their condition 
was not serious, the agency 
said. 


The woman who died had 
boarded the train travelling 
from Astrakhan to Volgo- 
grad minutes before it left 
the small station of Trub- 
nya. 

Tbe bomb, consisting of 
one kilogramme of TNT, 
had been placed under the 
second wagon of mun num- 
ber 606, authorities said. 
The device went off at dawn 
just after the train beaded to 
its final destination of 
Volgo-grad 15 kilometres 
away. 

Investigators said they 
were baffled by the attacl^ 
the third in the last three 
weeks, and rmsed the |>ossi- 
bility of a personal vendet- 
ta. On July 25. a bomb had 
exploded on the same train. 


without causing any casual- 
ties. 

Shortly thereafter, a simi- 
lar device was discovered 
and defused, the intelli- 
gence services said without 
giving any more details. 

“It is difficult at this time 
to explain these attacks," 
investigators said. 

They said they were look- 
ing into the possibility that 
whoever was responsible 
had a personal vendetta as 
the attacks targetted the 
same train with the same 
personnel on board at each 
occasion. 

Police earlier had also 
speculated on Chechen re- 
bels being behind the at- 
tacks. 

Chechen separatist war- 


lord, Salman RaduycA' had 
announced on the eve of the 
July 25 blast that he was 
launching “large-scale war 
against railways” across 
Russia, in an ominous war- 
ning that the 19-month 
blo^y conflict in Cbechen- 
ya may reach de^ inside 
Russia. 

Mr. Raduyev hod already 
claimed responsibility for 
two July bombings on trol- 
ley-buses in Moscow in 
which 33 people were 
injured. 

Chechen rebels have preri- 
ously staged two dramatic 
mass hostage-takings ouLside 
Chechenya in the southern 
Russian town of Budennovsk 
in June 1995 and in neighbour- 
ing Dagestan in January. 


Sri Lankan 
temple 
blast 

injures 37 

COLOMBO (AFP) — 
More than two ^zen civil- 
ians were killed in fighting 
between government forces 
and Tamil Tiger rebels in 
northern Sri Lanka while a 
bomb ripped through a 
crowded Hindu temple 
elsewhere and wounded 37 
people, officials said Mon- 
day. 

Officials also called for 
urgent supplies of food and 
medicine for some 200,000 
refugees in tbe embattled 
Nortii who were facing 
starvation. 

At least 25 civilians were 
killed and another 105 
wounded in an intense bat- 
tle that entered its ninth day 
Monday, said S. Thillana- 
darajah, the main civil ad- 
ministrator in the northern 
district of-KUmoebchi. 

Government forces have 
mounted a majcHT offensive 
against the separatist Libe- 
ration Tige rs of Tamil Ee- 
lam (LTT^) to capture the 
town of Kilinochchi, but A 
ferocious counter attack 
pinned them down, offi- 
cials said. 

“The shelling and aerial 
bombardments are stiU 
continuing,” the top civil 
administrator said in a re- 
port made available here 
Monday. “About 25 (civil- 
ian) people have been 
killed , but actual figures 
cannot be ascertained.” 

He said food and water 
was desperately running 
low and people could face 
starvation if the situation 
continued. There was also a 
danger of serious healtii 
problems due to poor sani- 
tation, he said. 

Military officials here 
said the government had 
responded to the plea for 
aid and sent 40 truckloads 
of food and medicine to the 
rebel-dominated Kilinoch- 
chi area during the week- 
end. 

It was the first consign- 
ment ctf food ftom a gov- 
ernment-held area to rebel 
territory since the Tigers 
overran a military garrison 
on July 18 and k^^ some 
1,300 troops and escaped 
with an armoury worth S50 
million. 

Mr. Thillanadarajah said 
government employees in 
Kilinochchi had also be- 
come refiigees beca use of 
tbe war. T^ LTTE main- 
tains its political headquar- 
ters in Kilinochchi but gov- 
ernment servants there are 
paid by tbe state. 

Official figures show that 
50 soldiers were killed and 
70 wounded since troops 
mounted ibeir latest offen- 
sive to take Kilinochchi 
eight days ago. The mili- 
tary estimates that over 300 
rel^ls were killed. 

However, tbe Tigers said 
they lost only 51 fighters 
and placed i^taiy losses 
at more than 1()0. The 
Tigers said more than 30 
civ^ans died in long-range 
attacks of tbe army. 

Meanwhile, a powerful 
bomb ripped through the 
Mamagam Hindu Temple 
in the eastern town of 
Batticaloa Sunday, wound- 
ing 33 devotees and four 
police constable officials 
here said. 



Residents from the village of Bellaghy sit in the road as they refuse to let a Protestant 
mardi pass aloi^ the town’s main street Sunday. Abont 200 Catholics took part in 
the protest, with around 100 police, dressed in riot gear and bolding riuelds, facing 
them. The town is about SH) per cent Catholic and they regard Protestant marches as 
offensive and thr^tening (Renter photo) 

Tense weekend reaches 
peaceful end in N. Ireland 


BELLAGHY, Northern Ireland (R) — A 
tense weekend of demonstrations in Nor- 
thern Ireland ended peaceftilly Monday 
when a Protestant march was allowed to 
pass through a largely Roman Catholic vil- 
lage after a lengthy stand-off. 

Police and clergymen brokered an end to 
a 20-bour confrontation between pro-Irish 
Catholics and Protestants loyal to Britain, 
whose parade then moved through the vil- 
lage of Bellaghy with none of tire violence 
that had been feared 

Bellaghy, abiout 50 kilometres northwest 
of Belfast, had been the final stubborn 
holdout after Protestant and Catholic 
marches across tbe province went ahead 
peacefully. 

Police had feared the weekend's para^ 
would spark a repeat of widespread rioting 
a month ago when their attempts to block a 
Protestant parade provoked the worst riots 
seen in the province for years. 

‘This is a victory for common sense,” 
said Francie MoUoy, a local official of Sinn 
Fein, the politick wing of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) guerrillas. “What 
was important was that ^s happened with- 
out anybody losing face.” 

Despite being allowed to stage their 
march in limited form, the Protestants were 
less happy. “It’s as good as we can get,” 
said one marcher. 

*We decided we would not press the 
issue,” said Robert Overend, a leader of the 
Royal Black Pre^tory Order, a fiercely 
pro-British organisation that organised the 
pnr ad«*- 

Tbe issues are similar in all the marches. 

Catholics feel threatened and insulted by 
Protestant marchers, mwy commemoratii^ 
historical military victories over Catholic 
forces. Protestants who want the province 
to remain British regard marches as an 
essential expression of their loyalty to the 
crown. 


Many marches were rerouted over the 
weekend to take Protestants away ftom 
Catholic areas. 

A huge Protestant parade in Northern 
Ireland's second city Londonderry was 
peaceful Saturday. On Sunday thousands of 
Catholics marched without incident 
through Belfast, raising hope of a new 
impetus for peace talks. 

Multi-party peace talks are due to resume 
in September after a summer recess. 

Irish and British newspapers commended 
the common sense of the conunimities who 
had negotiated with each other. 

In Bellaghy. the Protestants processed to 
their meeting hall about half-way along 
their plarmed route, went back to their 
church and then dispersed quietly. Mostly 
middle-aged men, they wore dL'k suits, 
buTguody sashes and black bowler hats. 

Catholic crowds drew back as the Pro- 
testants, led by a band of men and young 
girls playing accordions and drums, walked 
up to a phdanx of police and journalists 
then turned slowly around in the street. 

“Back behind the line — we want no 
shouting,” Paul Smith a local Catholic 
organiser told nationalist demonstrators 
through a loudspeaker. 

Geny Adams, president of Sinn Fein, said 
in Belfast Sunday; “All of us know this has 
got nothing to do with marching. It's got to 
do with triumphalism, with trampling over 
other people's rights." 

He said talks between the two communi- 
ties had shown the way forward for the tat- 
tered peace process. “It vindicates and val- 
idates what Sinn Fein have been saying all 
along — that the way to resolve political 
problems is through dialogue.” 

Sinn Fein is excluded ftom the multi- 
party talks on the future of the province 
until tbe IRA declares a halt to a bombing 
campaign which it resumed last Februuiy 
afCN a 17-month ceasefire. 


TWA probe focusing on fire 
damage at plane’s centre 


NEW YORK (R) — The probe into the 
mysterious crash of TWA {Tight 8(X) has 
turned to the centre of the plane where 
heavy fire damage has been detected, inves- 
tigators said Sunday. 

Divers off Long Island, New York, have 
recovered all four luggage containers from 
tbe Boeing 747’s front cargo hold, but they 
did not provide any breakthroughs in deter- 
mining the cause of the crash, James 
Kallstrom. the senior agent at the crash 
site, told a brie^g Sunday. 

Because the plane broke into two pieces 
with the forw^ section falling first into 
the sea, there had been speculation the 
explosion occuned in the front of the plane. 

Robert Francis, vice chairman of the 
National TVansponation Sa^ Board 
(NTSB), said at the briefing investigators 
were interested in tbe area around the cen- 
tre fuel tank, but were still searching for 
much of that section. 


“It remains of interest. There is a lot of 
fire damage in that area,” Mr. Francis .said 
of the central section. 

By the end of the weekend, officials esti- 
mated they had recovered about 50 per cent 
of the wreckage lying 35 metres underwater 
off Long Island, including three of four 
engines. 

On Thursday Francis said expeits trying 
to determine the cause of the disaster would 
begin reassembling the centre section of the 
Boeing 747 — from the aft end of the for- 
ward fuselage back toward the rear of the 
wings — before rebuilding other sections. 
The plane is being rebuilt in a former 
Grumman aircraft factory hangar on Long 
Island. 

The plane exploded in a fireball and 
plunged into tbe Atlantic lJ-iy2 
after taking off from New York on July 17, 
killing all 230 pus.sengers and crew. 
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Landmark visit 


AS THE challenges facing the Arab Nation 
mount to a point where closer cooperation and 
coordination among all Arab states become a 
necessity, the visit which His Majesty King 
Hussein concluded to Saudi Arabia y^erday 
and the talks he held with King Fahd Ben 
Abdul Aziz come to reflect the two leaders' 
understanding of the need to put all dilTereuces 
aside and work together to secure a better 
future for their countries and the rest of the 


region. 

It is obvious that Jordanian-Saudi relations 
have come a lou^ way since they were strained 
by the different stands the two countries took 
on the Gulf war. Relations have improved slow- 
ly but steadily since 1990. The slow pace of rec- 
onciliation indicates that the two sides have 
addressed all points of contention in order to 
ensure that current and fiiture ties will be 
based on solid and clear foundations. 

Full restoration of ties is for the benefit of the 
whole Arab World and for peace and stability 
in the whole r^on. Efforts should thus be 
encouraged to put inter-Arab relations back 
on track and witiiin an institutionalised frame- 
work that recognises the different but confluent 
interests of individual Arab states. 

On the bilateral front, Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia can cooperate on a number of issues 
ranging fl*om trade and economics to secority 
and shared strategic concerns. The opening of 
-i;i II the marketSi of .the two states to the labour and 
v.i t^goods^^f/bi^h-other makes a great deal of>eco- < 
-ii' r nomic<4a^e.'-Saudi Arabia has a large market 
i*- that ckh help — and benefit from — both qual- 
ified Jordanian labour and certain exports that 
can fiU the need of the Saudi market with com- 
petitive prices. So can Jordan absorb many 
Saudi pr^ucts which can be sold here at prices 
lower than those offered by other producers. 
Closer economic cooperation between Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia offers a clear case for mutu- 
al benefits. 

So can the two states ensure a better and more 
secure life for their peoples if they work togeth- 
er to face the many security challei^es that 
have started to threaten the region. The 
Kingdom and Saudi Arabia have long borders 
that cannot be secured without the cooperation 
of the two. Many drug lords have start^ to eye 
the Saudi market and have tried to penetrate it 
through the Jordanian border. Jordan has 
aborted many of these efforts. But complete 
success in eliminatiog the problem can only be 
attained if Jordanian and Saudi security offi- 
cials can cooperate wiHiout any political con- 
straints or restraints. 

The threat of terrorism also Is a joint problem 
that calls for the pooling of all available 
resources Co thwart Jordan has enough exper- 
tise in dealing with this threat and Saudi 
Arabia, which is facing more security chal- 
lenges, can benefit from the Kingdom’s esperi- 
ence in this regard. Jordan has repeatedly 
warned that terrorism is a plague that must be 
fought with vigour and determination and has 
offered to cooperate with all states to combat 
it. A Joint Joi^anian-Saudi initiative to stand 
up to terrorism will definitely make a differ- 
ence in that joint battle. 

King Hussein told reporters upon arrival 
home from Saudi Arabia that his talks with 
King Fahd covered all issues of mutual interest. 
The results of these talks, the King said, are 
positive and encouraging. 

That is good news, not just for Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia but for ail those who rightly 

believe in the viability of joint Arab action. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER Ibr AI Ra’i criticised the Minisdy of Agriculture 
for ignoring the iccomraendaiions of a recent symposium on 
wheal production in Jordan, accusing the minisoy of shelviug 
these Kcommcndadons which call among other things for the 
creation of a national wheat council to supervise and steer 
national projects /or tlie production of cereals. Mahmoud 
Jbour said that the minister of agriculture did not only shelve 
Uic ivcommendadons hut also failed to bring up the subject-at 
a Cabinet meeting in order do help the countiy overcome its 
present difficulties in cereal jvoduedon and the question of 
subsidies for wheat and bread. Given the fact diat recent 
reports sounded the alarm about the shrinking of lands in 
Canada and the United States ncxmally provide li^perceBtof 
die world's cereals, the government ought to take immediate 
and uigcmly-needed dedsions to encourage and boost cereal 
production on the lamest possible scale, he demanded. 
Expressing the belief that political factors lie behind adoption 
of (his uigently-needed policy, the writer said, that unless 
Joidan took .sp^y action in this concern it will he lacing a 
grave situation in the not distant future. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


Bv Rami G. Khouit^ 




Turkey, the Middle East 


and the turning of centuries 


ISTANBUL, Turkey — This country is one of rhe raoa 
important places in the world to observe today, because it 
is simultaneously dealing with the challenges of econom- 
ic adjustmenL political democracy, the religious-secular 
dichotomy and the ethnic/cultur^ demands of a laige 
Kurdish minority. Vk^t happens here in the coming 
decade may teU u$ much about the condition and direcuon 
of the rest of Asia, Afirica and the Middle East, where sim- 
ilar issues chalien^ peoples and leaderships. 

Turtey, along with only Iran and Egypt in the greater 
Middle East, enjoys that powerful combination of nation- 
al bulk, distinct identity, and cultural authenticity that 
defmes a modem nation-state as well as an ancient civili- 
sation. But only Turkey, of all the major Middle Eastern 
states, continues in a serious way to with its assorted 
ch^enges while maintaining its commitment to the prin- 
ciples of a modem, secular and democratic state. The fact 
that the Turkish army has ruled three times since 1960. and 
in every case has restored democratic rule, is both a cred- 
it to Tiukey's democratic vitality and a sign of its chronic 
vulnerability. 

The advent of an Islamisi-led coalition government in 
Turkey, headed by Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan of 
the Rriab Party, means that we now have the first ever 
NATO membi^ state with an Triamist leader. This has* 
occurred only about two years since the former NATO sec- 
retary general suggested that Islamism was probably 
NATO's most serious threat. The coming to power of the 
Tuikish Islamist party in recent years has been a gradual, 
systematic, and very logical process. The Refs^ Party 
slowly increased its electoral support between 1987 and 
1995 from seven to 21 per cent In the last parliamentary 
elections, Refah won more votes than any other party*. This 
is a sign both of its appeal to disgruntled masses of 
increasingly economically distressed Turks, and of the 
slow, ste^y loss of credibility by the more established 
political parties. 

Turkey's politics reflect the dynamism of a modem, sec- 
ular. pi^ominantly democratic state in which political 
freedoms eventually affirm the primacy of the collective 
identities that define most people in this region. With the 
end of the Cold War. the continuing fiscal stress of gov- 
ernments. and the loosening of ideological and military- 
economic bonds that had kept the Mideast region virtud- 
ly frozen in its mid-century configuration of states, peo- 
ple throughout Turkey and the wider Middle East turn 
again to primordial bonds of kinship, faith and cultural 
ethnicity to achieve the self-expression, protection, and 
hope thm they cannot always gamer from the institutions 
of the modem nation-state. 


Looking out over the entire Mideast, we see Christian, 
Jewish and Muslim religions playing a more explicit, often 
militan t^ Fole in intra-state and inter-smte baigaining for 
power and security; at the same time, ethnic-based ^ups 
such as Kurds, Druze. Berbers and others make explicit 
political cldms within and among the stmes of the region. 
The Western-dominated global media tends to view this as 
a novel and often worrying trend; but the very ancient his- 
toiy of this and other regions in the South suggests that the 
assertion of identity as a vector in the dynamics of nation- 
building is neither new nor surprising. Turkey is the most 
advanc^ and important example in this region of all of 
these trends. 

The oaiure and scale of Turly’s domestic challenges are 
probably affirmations of their authenticity, awkward as 
this fact may be for many Turks and riieir ffiends around 
the world. I neither support nor oppose the Islamists 
or the lOndish political activists, it seems to me ±at nei- 
ther can be written off merely as troublemakers, an isolat- 
ed minority, or agents of forei^ plotters. Hie war between 
the Kurds and the state security forces in eastern Turkey 
has cost tens of thousands of lives in the last dozen years: 
around a quarter of a million security forces have been 
mobilised to fight the Kunfish insurgents, in Turkey and in 
neighbouring lands. Somewhere around 2,000 settlements 
and communities have been destroyed in the war. and mil- 
lions of people have been made refugees within their own 
country. This is not a skirmish with a small band of rebels 
or terrorists. This is a serious domestic military and cul- 
tural war whose outcome will help to determine the nature 
of the Turkish state — a state whose modem political and 
national configuration by Mustafa Kemal Atatuik over 
seven decades ago now requires reassessment and perh^s 
adjustment tor. as Eric Rouleau recently wrote in Foreign 
Policy journal, '\..the (Turkish) republic is in desperate 
need of an overhaul.";. Turkey's experience is very impor- 
tant for others in this region, because it is so far ahead of 
the rest of us in terms of reconciling the different demands 
of secularism, modernism, democracy, religion and eth- 
nicity. 

It seems to me that we are not merely witnessing in 
Turkey a revival of ancienr forms of communal identity 
based on religion and culture; we may also be seeing the 
more recent phenomenon of the Euro-manufactured and 
globally-exported secular nation-state starting to fray at 
ed^, to reveal the limitations of its globd relevance. 
Secular nation-states will not disappear, rather, the young, 
novel secular nation-state model will have to adapt itself to 
much deeper, older and more prevalent identities that will 
not disappear, because they are so old, so strong, and so 


”’S'^or*cerus^ to accept that if we seek sta^ co^ 
muniries and material well-bemg. we d^ wift 
indigenous communal and religious identity, 
other important requisites such as democracy, free market 
cnrifll lustice. and reaional cooperation. It is 


and regional cooperation. It is 
norby accidenu- I would suggest, that the two 
advanced secular, democratic naiion-siat« in the Mi^lc 
East, namely Turkey and Israel, bo^ find them^te 
today challenged from within by the demands of indige- 
nous religious and eihnic/cultural forces. 

Israel is experiencing a lively debate between rel^ous 
C^odox Jews and more secular Jews who have different 
visions of the role of religion in state and society, whue 
Turkey is similarly dealing with a homegrown demand by 
Islamists for greater expression of religious sennment and 
values within the proven, secular legacy of the Aianui^ 
state. On the ethnic/culcural front. Turkey is grappling 
with the demands of its large Kurdish minority for 8*^^^ 
autonomy and recognition, while in Israel the natixj Arab 
community is using the political arena to demand more 
equitable treatment in terms of political power, cultural 
expression, and public expenditures for basic social ser- 
vices. , , , 

Democratic systems permit personal and communal 
demands to be expressed in a peaceful, organised rnannen 
ihev also offer a mechanism for society as a whole to 
respond to those legitimate demands in a non-violent man- 
ner based on honest dialogue and reasonable compromise. 
Freedom and democracy in the Middle East protect per- 
sonal rights, as they do in the Western liberal democracies; 
they also guarantee that deeply anchored, indigenous com- 
munal identities will demand to play the game alongside 
the more modem phenomena of personal rights. 

The recent and contemporary history' ot the Middle East 
teaches us the crucial importance of inclusion and partici- 
pation for all religious and cultural/eihnic groups as 
mandatory principles for domestic peace and regional sta- 
bility. Promoting economic growth and political power- 
sbaring are no longer sufficient lo easure peace either in 
expanding economies or in states that have become poor- 
er and weaker, and where tribal and religious identities 
reassert themselves as proven vehicles for the expression 
of people’s fears, hopes, needs, and rights. TTie fate of 
Turkish lands impacted heavily on the wider Middle East 
at the turn of the last century, and it is likely to do so again 
at the turn of this century. 


@’1996 Rami G. Khouri 
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on regional peace 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


DURING THE Israeli elec- 
tion campaign, there was 
one commercial the Likud 
Party used every night on 
television. It was the sound 
of breaking glass, simulat- 
ing the sound of a terrorist 
incident, followed by old 
news footage of Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO; Chauinan Yasser 
Arafat and former Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Penss walking hand in 
hand. 

I don't think we’ll be see- 
ing that commercial any- 
more. Last week, Israeli 
Foreign Mimster David 
Levy went to the Gaza 
Strip and warmly shook 
bands with Mr. Arafat on 
behalf of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
new govenimenL As Israeli 
commentators noted the 
next day! There was no 
sound of broken glass." 

The sound you do hear 
coming out of Israel these 
days is the sound of Mr. 
Netanyahu bumping up 
against (he reality of the 
peace process. So far, he 
seems to be trying to avoid 
doing anything that would 
derail the peace process, 
while at the same time 
avoiding anything that 
might advance it and cause 
a split in his right-wing 
party. He is probing how 
far he can go towards 
implementing his cam- 
paign rhetoric without 
blowing up the peace 
process that has brought 
Israelis so many tangible 
economic benefits and 
openings to the world, 
which they don’t want to 
sacrifice. 

Only when Mr. 
Netanyahu gets done prob- 
ing and starts making ded- 
sions, or faces a crisis, will 
we know whether he is just 
a more articulate version of 
Mt^ak Shamir, only look- 
ing for ways to stand still, 
or whether he is a 


Menachem Begin, capable 
of historic dedsions, even 
thou^ they might cause 
splits within his party and 
pet^le. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s* evolu- 
tion will be shaped in large 
part by Wall Street and the 
Arab street 

Mr. Netanyahu presented 
himself in the United States 
as an apostle of free-market 
capitalism and privatisa- 
tion. eager to sell off st^- 
owned Israeli companies to 
global and local investors. 
But what Mr. Netanyahu 
obviously has not thought 
through is how he is going 
to privatise Israel’s econo- 
my while nationalising its 
politics. 

Privatisation requites 
Israel to be connected to 
the global market and to 
have a stable political envi- 
ronment that will attract 
foreign investors. 

Nationalising Israel's poli- 
tics — by freeziag the 
peace process, building 
new settlements and shun- 
ning Arafat — will lead to 
renewed friction between 
Israelis and Arabs. 

The vast majority of 
Israel’s business leaders 
voted against Netanyahu 
because they understood 
how Important the peace 
process has been for their 
country. Israel’s economy 
grew at a stunning rate of 
7.1 per cent in 1W5. Last 
year, it attracted $2 billion 
in foreign investment — 
triple (he year before. 

But since Netanyahu's 
election, the Tel Aviv stock 
market has lost 16 per cent 
of its value, largely because 
of investor uncertainty 
about his economic poli- 
cies and concerns that his 
global economics will 
clash with his nationalistic 
politics. Israeli companies 
cannot afford that son of 


uncertainty. 

In the first five months of 
1996, Israeli companies 
raised about $900 million 
for new investment. Some 


75 per cent of that had to 
come from Wall Street, 
because there isn’t enough 
local capital. Israel cannot 
keep growing at its current 
pace without Wall Street 
Wall Street wants stability, 
and you're not going to 
have that without a mean- 
ingful peace process. 

Yes, violence will also 
attend any peace process. 
We’ve seen 4at But terror- 
ism under Rabin and Peres 
never really shook the Tel 
Aviv stock market because 
investors viewed such vio- 
lence as going against the 
trend of events. But if vio- 
lence erupts again now, 
with no peace process in 
sight it will be viewed by 
many investors as a harbin- 
ger of things to come, and 
it could have a very nega- 
tive economic impact. 

As for the Arab street 
Netanyahu seems to 
believe that Israel’s mili- 
tary superiority over the 
Arab states will ex'enmally 
lead to Arab passivity and a 
peace process based on 
‘’peace for peace” instead 
of “land for peace.” 

Israeli leaders Golda 
Meir and Moshe Dayan 
had a similar view after die 
victory in the 1967 war. 
The 1973 war cured ibem 
of that view. Shamir and 
Ariel Sharon peddled the 
same illusion afrer Israel 
evicted the PLO from 
Lebanon in 1982. That led 
to the intifada. 

Sooner or later, if the 
feeling takes hold that this 
Israeli government does 
not want to treat Arabs with 
equality or keep open the 
prospect of land for peace, 
there will be a reaction. It 
may not be from the Arab 
governments. It will simply 
erupt from below, and it 
will spoil the tranquillity of 
both Israel and America — 
sort of like the sound of 
breaking glass. 


THE ARTICLE by Minister of Post and 
Communications Jamal Saraireh (Aug. 10) 
brings to the surface the status of public ser- 
vices by govemmental agencies — lelecom- 
municatioos, customs, electricity, post, and 
tourism. The only agency tiat has shown 
considerable improvement in efficient ser- 
vice over the past years is the Passport 
Department. Which makes one think that 
improvement is possible. The article by Mr. 
Saraireh reviews the history of the telecom- 
munications sector and its foture plans. This 
is all well and good, but as an or^ary citi- 
zen the changes 1 have noted over the past 
30 years in applying for a regular telephone 
line are none whatsoever. 

First, if you want to triply for a telephone 
line you must go at it alone as getting some- 
one to apply for you requires so many sig- 
natures and bank confirmations that wUl 
inevitably make you change your mind. 

Second, you must submit a petition or an 
application accompanied by documents 
sSemut your residence. If it is yours then a 
deed is required; if rented, a copy of the rent 
contract will do. 

Third, after going to the TCC office sever- 
al times, one is told that they are Just now 
pitx»ssing the applications of 1990 (this 
depends on the area). *rhe applicant is then 
told that if the request is urgent he/she must 
pay several times the ordinary fee. If the 
applicant agrees to do this, he/she is told 
that there are no lines, and one begins to 
wonder whether it is possible to put the 
application and its number among his/her 
assets and in his/her will so that one's chU- 
dren might inherit it. 

Telecommunications is a most profitable 
business and the renrnis on the invesLTient 
are substantial and immediate. Over the past 
25 years the TCC should have been con- 
structed in such a way that all one needs to 
do to get a phone line is to apply, and apply 
by phone. 

No red-tape, no bureaucracy. No deeds, 
rent agreements, nor limitations on the num- 
ber of lines one desires. One should be able 
to call the TCC, give his name and address, 
maybe give tus national number, and thus be 
able to get a line — pronto. The TCC should 
I ask if more than one line is needed. After all 
I it is profitable to sell more tiian one line. 
There is no doubt in my mind jf TCC 
was a private — and I dare say like an 
American — company (ATT, MCI, 
SPRINT, or the like) with profit motiv'es the 
ordinary citizen would be better and more 
cheaply served. 

If. in the future, the telecommunications 
services are entrusted to a company, as 
above-mentioned, within one year the ser- 
vice I envision will become a reality. After 
all, all of us want a better Jordan. 


HOW LONG do we have to wait to reap 
the fruits of peace? And w hat exactly is the 
real definition of this durable and compre- 
hensive peace which would benefit fiiture 
generations? There is something amiss 
because the prevailing u*end among our 
generation, to say the least, is to build our 
future elsewhere. However, other future 
, generations might recount a different 
story. 

The real issue to be addressed is not to 
go down in history books as “actors of 
: peace.” but rather to fight the symptoms of 
■‘brain-drain." Our priority should be to 
build an economy that caters to the needs 
of its citizens fairly and equally — after 
, all, human capihti is any country's most 
valuable asset. International marketing 
, should come later. 

I read in local newspapers that Jordan is 
doing well economically. I may not be a 
distinguished expert, but J would like to 
think that I know enough to realise that the 
picture is not as bright as it may seem. 
With a per capita GDP that is one-eighth 
that of Israel, and a tendency to import 
double the amount exported, perhaps our 
applause is premature. It is highlv unlikely 
that the long-awaited peace will benefit lis 
when our national currency remains to be 
anchored by the Central Bank, when our 
ma^er of debt-repayment hangs solely on 
political resolutions, when our democracy 
remains non-institmionalised, when the 
public sector continues to overshadow the 
pnyaie sector, and finally, when our | 
national policies predominantly favour 
foreigners. The list goes on. 1 

Our era is the beginning of the end of I 
geography as we know it boundaries are 
dimjnj.shmg and economies are closing in 
on e^h other. Unless we establish “sus- 
tainable economic deepenina,'* we may as 
wel l kiss our 'durable peace "good-bye. To 
achieve this, our focus should be on three 
mam angles: Creating competition, shift- 
uig to e.xports. and investing heavily in 
education, panicularly primary education, 
in other words, we should leant from the 
bast Asian experience. 

Two decades ago. a distinguished Arab 
st^sman. well ahead of lime, said, 

and freedom 
of security.'’ The 
swtemem continues to fall on deaf ears. 

into looking ahead of us 

into the misty future and focus our aiten- 

material wealth 
j breeds competition 

prospenty. in turn bringing Song a 
durable peace — a r^ui ««« ® tT i- ^ j 
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Netanyahu: Syrian goodwill in 
would win Israeli trust 


^AW(AP)- Is^ii 
ftime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu suggested Mon- 
that if Syria helped 
Jsrael pull troops out of 
Lebanon. Israel might be 
more^ flexible regarding 
Syria s demand for a retum 
of the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Israel 
would be willing to pull 
pwps oit of the border strip 
*t controls in South Lebanon 
^thin weeks if Syria, which 
dominates Lebanon, allowed 
an agreement that would 
secure quiet along the bor- 
der. 

“We say we want to leave 
^banon and Syria is back- 
ing Hizbollah,” said Mr 
Netoyahu. referring to the 
militia that is wa gin g a cost- 
ly gueniUa war against 
Israel in Lebanon. 

“What would happen in 
the perception of the Israeli 
pubhc, vis-a-vis Syria, if 
Syria facilitated such a 
peacefol resolution of the 
situation? Syria's position 
would^ be enhanced in 
Israel," Mr. Netanyahu told 
Palestinian reporters at his 
Jerusalem office. 

“This is in the interest of 
all sides. Anybody who 
wants peace should want to 


deftnte the Lebanese quaa- 
miie." ^ ^ 

In five years of on-and-oflF 
pwce talks, Syria has insist- 
^ that Israel retum the 
Lolan Heights, which Israel 
seized in 1967, in exchange 

r<M- peace. 

The previous Labour gov- 
ernment ^)peared close to 
^cepiing such a condition, 
but Mr. Netanyahu has vig- 
orously opposed it 

Last week, Mr. Netanyahu 
suggested resolving the 
Lebanon issue first would be 
a better way to build confi- 
dence between Israel and 
Syria. He said Israel’s condi- 
tions for leaving Lebanon 
were disar ming HizbolJah, 
Lebanese army deployment 
along the border with Israel 
and preserving the Israel- 
allied South Lebanon army. 

But Syria, which has 
40,000 troops in Lebanon 
and has effective veto power 
over any' Lebanon deal, 
apparently views Israel’s 14- 
year embnsilmenr in 
Lebanon as useful leverage 
toward regaining the Golan. 

“We could arrive at an 
agreement and withdraw 
from Lebanon in weeks if 
there was a desire by the 
Lebanese govemnoent and 


Syria,” Mr. Netanyahu 
stressed. *^e can resolve 
this with goodwill in a very 
short rime.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, who met 
with Palestinian reporters for 
the first time since taking 
ofQce two months ago, said 
be wanted to “open as many 
channels as we can to the 
Ar^ World” in order to 
break down stereotypes on 
both sides. 

He said the government 
will resume negotiations 
with the Palestinian Authori- 
ty later this week. Unre- 
solved issues to be discussed 
include withdrawal from the 
Hebron, the last West Bank 
town under Israeli occupa- 
tion, he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu struck a 
more moderate tone, arguing 
his ’’interest is not to delay 
but to defuse the security 
problem in Hebron, where 
450 Jewish settlers live 
among 94,000 ^estinians. 

"If we simply redeploy in 
Hebron and we are wrong, 
and there is an outi)reak of 
terrorism ... that could 
explode the peace process,” 
said Mr. Netanyahu. He did 
not say what his changes he 
would demand in the exist- 
ing withdrawal accord. 


King returns after ‘very positive talks’ 


(CoDtinoed from page 1) 

Hamzeh and Prince 
Hashem, Prime Minister 

Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
Speaker of the Lipper 
House of Parliament 
Ahmad Lawzi, Lower 
House Speaker Sa’d Hayel 
Stout, Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh. Minister 
Of Post and Telecommuni- 
cations Jamal Sarairah, 
Minister of Trade and 
Industry AH Abul Ragheb 
and Royal Court Imam 
Ahmad Helayel. 

The King and the delega- 
tion were seen'bff at Jeddah 
airport by SautH Crown 
Prince and First Deputy 
Prime Minister Pi^ce 
Abdullah and other senior 
Saudi officials and were 
received at Queen Alia Air- 
port by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, other 
Royal family members and 
senior civilian and military 
officials. 

Upon his arrival the King 
sent a cable to King Fabd 
expressing his "deep grati- 
tude and appreciation" for 
the sincere and warm wel- 
come "we received in your 
country.” 

In a statement to the 
Saudi Press agency (SPA) 
earlaier. Mr. Kabariti 
describ^ Jordanian-Saudi 


relations as improving pro- 
gressively and "are now 
normal.” 

"Jordan looks for further 
cooperation in all fields 
with Arab countries to end 
Arab differences and regain 
solidarity,” he told SPA. 

Royal Court Chief Kba- 
sawneh told Sawt A1 Arab 
radio that the King’s talks 
were also aimed at restor- 
ing Arab solidarity. 

Official Saudi sources 
said the two monarchs 
agreed to urge the United 
States to pressure on Israel 
to abide by agreements the 
Jewish stare has signed 

with the ArabSv - 

King Hussein and King 
Fahd also agreed to cooper- 
ate against terrorism, said 
the Saudi sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymi^. 

The security issue has 
become paramount in Saudi 
Arabia, where 24 Ameri- 
cans were killed in two 
bombings since November. 

The sources said Mr. 
Kabariti also discussed 
security issues Sunday with 
the Saudi interior minister. 
Prince Nayef. 

Jordan recently provid- 
ed Saudi authorities with 
intelligence on groups sus- 
pected of the bombings and 
on pFO-Iranian guerrillas, 
Saudi sources say. 


Last year, Saudi authori- 
ties foiled an attempt to 
smuggle 36 kilogrammes of 
explosives through Jordan. 

Reporting the talks, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said King Hussein and 
King Fabd discussed bilat- 
eral relations and means to 
enhance them to better 
serve the interests of the 
two countries. King Hus- 
sein and King Fahd also 
stressed the dire need to 
discuss issues of common 
concern and to activate 
bilateral agreements. 

They also reviewed ways 
to end Arab differences and 
enbaoco Arab' SQlidiE^ty. 

Atrending the meeting on 
the Jordanian side were 
Prince Abdullah, Prune 
Minister Kabariti, Upper 
House Speaker Lawzi, 
Lower House Speaker Sa'd 
Hayel Srour, Royal Court 
Chief Khasawneh, minis- 
ters Sarairah and Abul 
Ragheb and Jordanian 
Ambassador to Saudi Ara- 
bia Hani Khalifeh. 

It was attended on the 
Saudi side by Prince 
Abdullah, Minister of 
Defence Prince Sultan and 
other senior Saudi officials. 

Before returning home, 
the King prayed in Medina, 
burial pl^ of the Prophet 
Mohammed. 


Israel, Palestinians to resume civilian talks 


•ii;-.. 


N.1' 


(Cootinoed from page 1) 


Israeli soldiers and five 
civilians have been killed in 
shooting attacks in and 
near the West Bank. 

Political negotiations 
between Israel and the PNA 
have also been suspended 
since before Israel’s elec- 
tions May 29, which saw a 
right-wing government 
come to power under Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

^ Mr. Netanyahu sent his 
foreign minister to meet 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat last month but srill 
has not announced a date 
for resumption of negotia- 
tions on a permanent peace 
settlement to replace the 
current interim autonomy 
deal signed in 1995. 

PNA bans meeting 

The PNA meanwWle 
banned a public meeting 
called Monday by deputies 
in the legislative council to 
discuss recent unrest in the 
Palestinian autonomy 
areas, council members 
said. 

The deputies said^ they 
notably wanted to discuss 
recent violent protests early 
this month here and in the 
town of Tulkarem oyer 
. actions by Palestinian 
• police, including the torture 
death of a Palestinian 
detainee in a Nablus jail. 

"The deputies’ meeting 
with the public -was called 
for Monday at the Nablus 


Chamber of Commerce to 
discuss the recent political 
developments in the territo- 
ries," one of the organisers 
told AFP. 

Muawiyeb A1 Masri, a 
council member from 
Nablus who was one of 
those involved in organis- 
ing the meeting, said the 
encounter was banned by 
the local governor's office. 

"They said the meeting 
could not be held because ' 
we didn’t ask for prior per- 
‘ mission fitun the Palestin- 
ian (National) Authority." 
he said. 

“We are not acting against 
the PNA, but against the 
negative things chat have 
happened recently,” said 
Rafiq Natshe, a deputy 
from Hebron. 

‘This attempt to keep us 
from meeting is an attack 
on our right to assembly, 
he said. 

Several dozen people and 
several deputies g^ered 
outside the Chamber of 
Commerce for the meeting 
but the doors to the buUding 
remained closed. The 
deputies and some mem- 
bers of the public then met 
in a nearby restaurant 

••It’s the first time there 
has been this kind of public 
confrontation between the 
legislative councillors and 
the PNA,” said Jenin 
Deputy Jamal Al Shan. 

Haidar Abdul Shafi, a 
deputy from Gaza and fm- 
mer pea« negotiator mth 
Israel, said he was shoctod 
bv the prohibition. ‘ Why 
ban a simple public meet- 


ing,” be asked. 

Six arrested 

Palestinian police have 
arrested six members of a 
left-wing mili tant cell from 
the Hebron area which 
Israel suspects of cairyii^ 
out a series of deadly anti- 
Israeli attacks. Palestinian 
sources said. 

The sources said the six. 
members of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), were 
detained by the preventive 
security services last week 
in Dura, a village south of 
Hebron. 

The six were transferred 
10 preventive security bead- 
quarters in Jericho for inter- 
rogation, they said 

Israeli rep(^ said the six 
were suspected of belong- 
ing to a PFLP unit that 
ambushed two Israeli cars 
outside Jerusalem in June 
and July, killing five peo- 
ple. 

The group is also susp^t- 
ed in the nightime shooting 
death of two Israeli soldiers 
as they drove through the 
West Bank north of Hebron 
in January. 

Colonel Jibrii Rajub, head 
of the preventive security 
services in the West Bank, 
dismissed reports the 
detained PFLP men had 
been linked to the attacks as 
"nonsense." 

But be acknowledged that 
a number of PFLP mem- 
bers bad been detained for 
questioning. 


Israel to boost colonies 
with 298 mobile homes 


OCCUPEd JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai has approved 
placing 298 mobile homes 
in Jewish settlements on 
occupied lands for public 
and educational use ahead 
of the school year, his 
office said. 

The move was the first on 
settlements since the new 
hardline government of 
Benyamin Netanyahu lifted 
restrictions on Jewish set- 
tlement in tile West Bank 
and Gaza Strip imposed by 
the previous govemmenL 

"in a discussion conduct- 
ed today. Minister 
Mordechai approved, ahead 
of the school year, the plac- 
ing of mobile homes at edu- 
cational and public institu- 
tions in (the West Bank),” a 
statement issued by Mr. 
Mordechai 's office said. 

It said 115 would be 
placed at education institu- 
tions, 1(X) at a vocational 
school in the arie] settle- 
ment, and 83 at public insti- 
tutions. 

The government ousted 
by Mr. Netanyahu in May 
29 elections banned new 
settlement building in 1992 
and restricted most settle- 
ment expansion to in and 
around Jerusalem and 
along the pre-1967 Mid^e 
East war border. 

Mr. Netanyahu said earli- 
er on Monday his gover- 
ment had yet to decide to 
allow new road or settle- 
ment building in the areas 
occupied since 1967. Pales- 
tinians warn the new settle- 
ment policy could kill 
peace efforts. Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat called 
the Israeli decision to lift 
restrictions on settlement 
expansion the biggest dan- 
ger to the stalled peace 
process. Egypt’s represen- 
tative to the Arab League 


said on Israel’s decision to 
renew building Jewish set- 
tlements on Palestinian 
areas is threatening to 
destroy the peace process. 

Ambassador Mahmoud 
Mortada also told reporters 
the new settlement policy 
totally negated final status 
talks between the Palestini- 
aos and Israel and proved 
the flippancy of the Jewish 
state’s attitude towards 
peace. 

Mr. Arafat said on Sun- 
day he would turn to 
international arbitration if 
bis peace goals were frus- 
trate by Mr. Netanyahu’s 
firm rejection of a P^estin- 
ian state with Arab East 
Jerusalem as its capitaL 

On Saturday, Mr. Arafat 
told Egypt’s President 
Hosni Mubarak be was 
"veiy disturbed” by the set- 
tlement issue which he 
likened to a torpedo hitting 
the peace accoiri his Pales- 
tinian liberation organisa- 
tion signed wi± Israel in 
1993. 

Israel and the PLO started 
in May final status negotia- 
tions on thorny issues such 
as the fate of Jerusalem, 
settlements, borders and 
water. These talks have yet 
to resume under ]^. 
Netanyahu. 

The Israeli government 
will pay $S million to Jew- 
ish settlers to compensate 
for the Oslo accords granti- 
ng limited autonomy to the 
Palestinians, Interior Min- 
ister Eli Suissa announced 
Monday. 

“I have promised 15 mil- 
lion shekels ($5 million) to 
settlers for damages suf- 
fered as a result of the Oslo 
accords, which put them in 
a diffi cult situation, notably 
concerning their security,” 
Mr. Suissa told Israel 
Radio. 


U.S. sees ‘wrong message’ 


(Contmoid firoini page 1) 

said last week that the gas 
deal would be subject to the 
d' Amato law, but adminis- 
tration officials were 
reviewing the details of the 
deal sirred Monday. 

Turkey argues that the 
deal is a bilateral accord, 
and not an investment, and 
so would not be subject to 
the D’amato law. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion has resisted taking a 
confrontational route with 
Turkey, a pivotal NATO 
ally in the Eastern 
Mediterranean that is a 
player in three important 
arenas: the Middle East, 

the Balkans and Central 
Asia. 

Since the ascent to power 
in late June of Mr. 
Erbakan's Welfare Party, 
numerous U.S. officials 
have travelled to Turkey for 
talks with the new govern- 
ment. 

Th^ succeeded in win- 
ning an extension of opera- 
tion provide comfort last 


month, allowing U.S., 
French and British war- 
planes to use Turkish 
bases to patrol a “no-fly- 
zone” in nonhem Iraq. 
Before his election, Mr. 
Erbakan had opposed con- 
tinuing the operation. 

But on that issue >^^sb- 
ington had the support of 
key NATO allies, while 
the d’ Amato law and the 
overall U.S. strategy of 
isolating Iran has encoun- 
tered stiff opposition in 
Europe. 

“We’re having trouble 
with all of our allies in 
Europe about putting eco- 
nomic pressure on Iran,” 
said Edward Atkeson, an 
analyst at the Centre for 
Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS). 

"Germany is resistant, 
France is resistant, the 
British have sort of stood 
back.” 

Tt would be very hard for 
U.S. to put much pressure 
onTuriteyif we can't hold 
our closer allies in line,” he 
said. 


Hamas says 
Israel to 
freeYassin 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Israel will release Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, spiritual 
leader of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), within days, a 
senior official in the group 
said Monday. 

“Israel is going to release 
Sheikh Yassin in the com- 
ing days,” said Mahmud 
Z^ar, a top Hamas official 
and spokesman for the 
movement in Gaza City. 

Dr. Zahar said the deci- 
sion to release Sheikh 
Yassin, 61. was taken fol- 
lowing the discovery last 
month of the remains of an 
Israeli soldier. Uan 
Saadoun, who was kid- 
napped and killed by 
Hamas militants in 1989. 

Saadoun's remains were 
located based on informa- 
tion uncovered by the 
Palesciiuan National 
Authority (PNA) of Yasser 
Arafat and after Sheikh 
Yassin appealed to Hamas 
activists to reveal their 
whereabouts. 

Dr. Zahar, speaking to 
reporters, said Sheikh 
Yassin’s release would take 
place "after the burial of 
Saadoun’s remains.” 

Funeral services for 
Saadoun were scheduled to 
be held later Monday in the 
southern city of Ashkelon 
after the anny Sunday 
announced that DNA tests 
had proven the authenticity 
of his remains. 

Dr. Zahar said Israel was 
also concerned about 
reports of Sheikh Yassin's 
failing health. “Medical 
reports say that Sheikh 
Yassin’s health is deterio- 
rating, and Israel is afraid 
be is going to die in 
prison,” he said. 

Dr. Zahar did not say how 
he learned of Sheikh 
Yassin’s reportedly immi- 
nent release. 

.Israel's prison authority 
s'aTd Sheikh Ye^in was cur- 
rently being held at a med- 
ical ftu:ility controlled by 
the Shin Bet internal secu- 
rity services at Ramla, near 
Ttel Aviv. 

An PNA official refused 
to comment on reports of 
his imminent release. 


Ex-ambassador to Switzerland 
faces embezzlement charges 


By 9 Jordan limes Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The former Jor- 
danian ambassador to 
Switzerland, Akram Barakai, 
is expected to go on trial soon 
on charges of embezzleniem 
of stare binds and misuse of 
office for personal gains, 
legal sources said Monday. 

Hiey said prosecutex Fuad 
Daradkeh had complied 
investigations into the case 
and handed over the case file 
to the general prosecutor's 
office for proceedings. A date 
for the opening of the trial is 
expected to be set as soon as 
the Judiciary resumes woik 
next month after a summer 
recess. 

Mr. Barakot, who served as 
the Kingdom’s ambassador in 
Bern between 1990 and 
1994, was recalled to Amman 
and remanded into custody in 
January 1995. He has been 
refused bail and remains in 
' detention at the Swaqa 
prison. 

The charge sheet against 
Mr. Barakat, published in the 
local press, says that the for- 
mer diplomat embezzled/mis- 
apprqniated more than JD 
334.000 in go\’emment funds. 

The amount includes, 
according to the chaige sheet, 
the rent for the embassy that 
the Foreign Ministry trasn- 
ferred to Bern but was not 
paid to the landlwd, a loan 
taken by Mr. Barakat from a 
Bern bank and settled from 
the accounts of the embassy, 
proceeds from the un^ 
proved sale of an embassy 
vehicle and interest on 
delayed payments as well as 
damages claimed by those 
who were owed money by the 
embassy. 

The chaige sheet says that 
Mr. Barakat, in his capacity 
as ambassador, was directly 
in control of funds transferred 
to Bern by the Foreign Min- 
istry to cover the rent and 
other expenses of the 
embassy but he did not chan- 
nel the money to il£ intenled 
purposes. 

liie affair came to light 
when the owner of the 
embassy building wrote 
directly to the Foreign Min- 
istiy asking for payment of 
rent, which, according to 
ministry records, had already 
been transferred to Bern. 


The Foreign Minisuy 
referred the matter to the 
Prime Ministry, which in turn 
handed over the issue to the 
genera] prosecutor. 

A committee representing 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the Audit Bureau and 
the Ministry of Fiuuice visit- 
ed Bern and audited the 
books and bank accounts of 
the embassy. They also car- 
ried out an inventory of the 
assets of the mission. 

The results of the audit, 
coupled with testimonies by 
embassy staff and others, led 
to the case against Mr. 
Barakat. who served for near- 
ly 12 years as head of the Jor- 
don Information Bureau in 
Washington before being 
appointed as ambassador to 
Switzerland. 

According to the chaige 
sheet. Mr. Barakat, who was 
living in Bern with his wife 
and two children, uansfened 
the rent to his own personal 
account and did not pay the 
o\h*ner of the building. 

The chaige sheet says that 
the committee also found that 
Mr. Barakat had taken a loan 
from the same bank where the 
embassy maintained its 
accounts and that when he 
failed to repay the loan the 
bank seized the money from 
the accounts of the embassy. 

The former diplomat also 
sold an embassy vehicle with- 
out approval from the Foreign 
Ministry and the proceeds 
from the sales were not 
accounted for with the min- 
istry, says the charge sheet. 

liie committee set the total 
amount embezzled/misappro- 
priated at JD 343,116.727, 
the rent, the loan, the pro- 
ceeds from the sale of the 
vehicle, interest paid on 
delayed payments and dam- 
ages claimed as a result of 
Mr. Barakat’s failure to meet 
the dbtigations and commit- 
ments of the embassy. 

Legal sources expected the 
case, one of the rarest to be 
reported in Jordan, to be han- 
dled swiftly by the court since 
documents rather than wit- 
nesses are the pillars of cases 
involving charges of embez- 
zlement. 

If convicted, Mr. Barakat, 
who has already spent 20 
months in prison, could be 
sentenced up to 15 years in 
jail and a stiff fine. 


Corraption files sent to courts 


(Cootinuesd firom page 1) 

often refer to cases of 
allegeri cotniption in gener- 
al while addi^sing the leg- 
islature. 

The nature of some of the 
cases that Dr. Muasber list- 
ed on Monday appeared to 
be more related to outright 
crimes and violation of 
rules and regulations. It 
was not immediately clear 
how they involved corrup- 
tion in the bureaucracy. 

IX Muasber, replying to 
■points raised by the press 
on Monday, said the gov- 
ernment was ready to study 
closely every case ff 


brought to its attention. 

"Please be specific and 
detailed in your allegations 
and the government is 
ready to launch tiKnx>ugh 
investigations if details are 
made available to it,’’ Dr. 
Muasher told a reporter 
who complained of two 
incidents of alleged comip- 
tion and malpractices. 

In addition to the 63 
already sent to court, there 
are other allegations under 
investigation, the minister 
said, and the government 
will release summary 
details of the cases as and 
when the inquiries are com- 
plete. 


Parliamentary proposals ^not practical’ 


(Continued fitHu page 1) 


above the amount of the 
subsidy it is paying now,” 
noted the source. “So it 
defeats the whole purpose.” 

Another option proposed 
by the parliameDt^ panel 
is setting a price of 130 fils 
per kilogramme of bread 
and giving jd 2.08 per head 
per monffi as direct com- 
pensation to all beneficia- 
ries of the National Aid 
Fund (NAF). 

According to the source, 
this means the gov^nment 
will pay 90 fils per kilo- 
gramme as direct subsidy 
(220 fils minus 130 fils), 
meaning a total of Jd 63 
million, and another Jd 63 
million in cash compensa- 
tion for 250,000 NAF ben- 
eficiaries (JD 2.08 X 
250,000 X 12). The total 
cost to the treasury will be 
JD 126 million, an addi- 
tional JD 31 million expen- 
diture over the present sub- 
sidy amount 

"Both options are totally 
not feasible because they 
mean increased costs to die 
treasuiy in total contradic- 
tion ctf the objective of 
removing subsidies and 


reducing government 
expenditure,” said the 
source. 

The source rejected sug- 
gestions that the govern- 
ment could make up the dif- 
ference by increasing cus- 
toms duties on such items 
as vehicles, alcohol and 
electronic goods. 

The government had 
already studied these 
options but found that the 
net increase in revenues 
through such hikes will be 
less than JD 5 million, 
according to the source. 

In any event, the govern- 
ment's objective is to 
remove subsidies as part of 
the Kingdom’s economic 
system and it is not willing 
to consider any compro- 
mise in this context, the 
source affirmed. 

That meant the prime 
minister setting a price of 
220 fils per Idlograbime of 
quality bread and 1 80 fils 
per kilo for rough bread and 
JD 1.28 per month compen- 
sation to every Jordanian. 

Under this option the total 
cost to the treasury would 
be around JD 60 to $65 mil- 
lion, but the executive 
au&ority would achieve the 
key objective of removing 


subsidy for bread despite 
the subtly higher cost. 

The government initially 
estimated that the total sub- 
sidy for rice, sugar, pow- 
dered milk and bread for 
fiscal year 1996 will be 
around JD 180 million. 
However, the amount spent 
in the first seven months of 
the year reached JD 160 
milli on, raising serious 
foars that ibe actual cost for 
the year would be more 
than the projections. 

The government has also 
remov^ subsidies on fod- 
der but announced plans to 
compensate farmers 
through direct cash pay- 
ments to those who deserve 
it under certain parametres. 

The net reduction is 
expenditure as a result of 
the modifications in subsi- 
dies is expected to be 
around JD 70 million. 

According to other 
sources. ±e government is 
not going* to enter more 
negotiations on the price of 
br^ with Parliament, 
which, officials say, can 
exercise its constimtional 
options to challenge the 
decision. 

"We have had enough dis- 
cussions and protracted 


debates over the issue,” said 
an official source. "We tried 
our best to convince Parlia- 
ment, but tiiey (members of 
the special committee) 
were not willing to discuss 
things based on actual num- 
bers and estimates.” 

"Parliament simply can- 
not insist on its demands 
without taking realities into 
coQsideraton and leave the 
government with heavy 
financial burdens,” added 
the source. 

"The government will 
announce its administrative 
decision, and Parliament, if 
it is unhappy with tbe 
move, can adopt constitu- 
tional means to challenge 
it,” said the source. ‘There 
is no transgression of 
democracy here. The gov- 
ernment is exercising its 
executive prerogatives and 
the legislanire can question 
it tl^ugb the proper 
means.” 

Tt is an irony,” said tbe 
source. "Parliament has 
been consistently calling 
for reducing Jord^’s exter- 
nal debts. But when the 
government adopts practi- 
cal measures to achieve that 
goal, legislators cry foul 
and try to abort the move.” 


Pakistan 
to reopen 
Kabul 
embassy 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan agreed Monclay to 
reopen its embas^ in I^bul 
and offered to host a confer- 
ence of Afghan leaders tt> 
find a solution to tbe coun- 
ny's fecdcmal war, nfBciak 
said. 

Tbe agreement to reopen 
die emb^sy, burned in a mob 
attack last September, was 
readied dtirii^ a meeting 
between Pakistani Foreign 
Nfinister Sardar Asif Ahmad 
Ali and a visiting hi^-levd 
Afghan government delega- 
tion led Interior Mini^ 
Yunus (JanunL 

*Ihe Pakistan decision 
marks a warming of relations 
with die Kabul govemraeiu 
led by Presideat Binhanud- 
din Rabbani after nearly a 
year of strained ties tbllowing 
the burning of the Pakistani 
nnbas^. 

State-run televirion quoted 
the foreign niiaister as saying 
Pakistan would send its 
ambassador to Kabul "short- 
ly.” It also quoted the ford^ 
minister as saying Raldstan 
"is ready to host a meeting of 
regional Afghan leaders with 
a view to rraching solutim to 
the Afghan problem.” 

An (^Gcial team will visit 
Krixil before that to discuss 
airangements and assess 
dama^ to the embes^ 
bmldmg, which had been 
destrp)^ 1^ a mob potest- 
ing blamab^’s aliped siqi- 
pqit to the Taleban Islamic 
militia, which is o^ng to 
unseat die Afj^^ govem- 
moiL 

Pakirian had evacuated its 
dipkxnatic mission fbUomng 
the attack, in which me Pak- 
istani embassy en^loyee was 
killed and the ambassador 
and several other personnd 
were wounded. 
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Economy 


Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, August 13, 1996 



Sudanese grumble at 
low wages, high prices 


KHARTOUM (R) — A few 
years ago, salaries in Sudan 
were taboo. 

Few ever disclosed how 
much they make — even to 
their spouses — and any 
mention of wages was 
invariably accompanied by 
an embarrassed and uneasy 
silence. 

But spiralling inflation 
and recent hikes in prices of 
basic goods has broken the 
barrier of good manners 
and made salaries the 
Daoon’s number one topic 
of discussion. 

Labourers, academics and 
even govemment employ- 
ees are complaining that 
recent price hikes are eating 
away their wages and even 
t' ^acenlng to destabilise 
tlie govenmient. 

"Eight years ago, my 
salary was just 3.000 
Sudanese pounds but I 
lived well. I was even 
thinking of buying a car," 
said Che head of a depart- 
ment at the Universi^ of 
Juba. 

“Now my salary is 45.000 
pounds <,$31) per month but 
far from buying a car, I now 
wear clothes with patches 
because I cannot afford to 
buy new ones," the lecturer 
added. 

Poor pay has driven many 
professors at Khartoum 
University — the country's 
oldest and most prestigious 
institution — to resign, 
leaving 300 vacant posi- 
tions in their wake. Almost 
10 years ago. there were 
only 23 un^ed staff posi- 
tions. 

The cost of almost all 
basic foodstuffs in Sudan 
have soared following a 60 
per cent hike in ffiel prices 


last June by the counoy’s 
Islamist government trying 
CO salvage an economy rav- 
aged by 13 years of civil 
war and 100 per cent infla- 
tion. 

Sudan’s largest trade 
union has demanded the 
govemmeut of Lieutenant- 
General Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir almost double the 
minimum wage to 27.000 
pounds from the current 
15,000 pounds. 

Trade unions have hinted 
they may go on strike or 
even stage demonstrations 
which in the past have con- 
tributed to the overthrow of 
many Sudanese govern- 
ments. 

Khartoum newspapers 
said Taj A1 Sir Abdoun. 
head of the influential Gen- 
eral Federation of Trade 
Unions, met Lieutenant- 
General Bas^ this month 
only to be told that the gov- 
ernment would rather sub- 
sidise foodstuffs than foot 
an estimated 18 billion 
pound salary increase 
which wiU further deplete 
its almosc-empty coffers. 

'This (subsidies) is better 
than increasing salaries,’' 
the government-owned A1 
Ingaz A1 Watani daily said. 

But even with the subsi- 
dies. which cover the cost 
of wheat cooking oil, meat 
and pulses, many Sudanese 
say life has become unbear- 
able. 

Sugar prices have dou- 
bled in less than a month 
and current monthly wages 
will not buy six kilo- 
grammes of meat 

T don’t go home after 
work but go straight to sell 
dates and roasted nuts 
which my wife prepares 


every evening so that we 
and dur seven children can 
survive.*' said a 42-year-oId 
civil servant who barely 
manages on his 16,500 
pound monthly pay. 

A Khartoum-ba^ doc- 
tor was forced to share his 
room with a colleague 
because he could not pay its 
40.000 pounds monthly 
rent “%'itb my 30,000 
pound salary. I could no 
longer afford to rent it by 
myself,” be said. 

Even parliamentarians 
have slamined the gover- 
ment for the price hikes, 
demanding their salaries be 
increased to 400.000 
pounds a month but house 
speaker, Sudan's spiritual 
patron Hassan A1 Turabi, 
refused. 

'Turabi said that we can- 
not get that kind of salary 
we are demanding because 
a central minister gets only 
136,0(X) pounds monthly,” 
one member told Reuters. 
'‘He said the public would 
blame him saying he was 
only feeding his people.” 

He said Mr. Tmrabi pro- 
posed National Assembly 
members get 100,000 
pounds as a basic salary 
with an additional 72,000 
pounds a month when the 
pariiament is in session. 

But grumbling members 
of parliament's branch in 
Jub^ the largest govern- 
ment-held town in the war- 
torn south, have passed a 
no-conffdence vote against 
the government on pay 
protests. 

To provide financial cush- 
ioning, the state has set up 
sevei^ social funds but the 
people are still dissatisfied. 


Bulgaria launches reform at last 


SOFIA (AFP) — Facing eoo- 
nonuc diewter and nnAr 
pressure horn tbe Imema- 
tional Monetary Fund (IM^ 
and the World Bank, Bidgaria 
has ai last biaen tie econom- 
ic bullet 

The government has decid- 
ed to close down 64 state- 
owned companies, employ- 
ing 25,000 workers, wUcb 
have accumulated losses 
totalling S140 mOlion. A fur- 
ther 70 finns with 233,000 
employees, which have debts 
of $9^ million, are to be 
resmictuted with tbe aim of 


makiag tiiem profitable. 

The bank^ system is also 
in chaiy:- Prir^MiWMtpr Jean ~ 
Mdeoov has warfla] of tbe 
imminent collapse of the 
state-owned Mineral Bank 
and several private banks. 

The centtk bank has just 
sacked the board of Mineral 
Bank and another private con- 
ceni which had built up huge 
debts, and a law prorecting 
tile private savings depoois 
individuals is expected to be 
rushed through patUament 
soon. 

AocoidtDg to tbe Bulgarian 


Sdence Academy's Econom- 
ic la^bi^.rtuxe than $1 Iril- 
lost to ^ 
count's in the form of 

iciecovsrableioans in the past 
two years. 'The revolutkm 
rowartis a market ecoatxny 
has been transfonned into a 
cdinmal revolutuxC the insti- 
tufie said in a report. 

Each of tile seven succes- 
sive govemments rinoe the 
fall of the communist regime 
in 1989 has been warned by 
the IMF and the Wcrid Bank 
to put tbdr economic house in 
oidec 


THE Daily Crossword bywii«,nMcB«rth 


ACROSS 
1 Ordered 
5 Diva Callas 
10 Traffic sign 

14 Ancient Greek 
coin 

15 Conslruction 
kern 

16 Chardonnay 

17 Practical wisdom 

19 ' — a kick out...* 

20 Print 
measurements 

21 Slipper 

22 Gadabouts 
24 Subsides 
26 Restaurant 

empk^ee 
28 Command to a 
dog 

30 Plants with bell 
shaped flowers 
33 Tot in a pool 
36 Turldsh 
generals 

38 CD rate 

39 Press 

40 Practice 

41 Calgary's prov. 

42 Part of a Journey 

43 Tan 

44 Stratum 

45 Spanish island 
47 Stem 

49 Votes to accept 
51 Mozart songs, 
e.g. 

55 Write 
57 Scorch 

59 Levin or 
Gershwin 

60 Protuberance 

61 Kind of knot 

64 Borneo sea 

65 Atbacores 

66 PA port 

67 fnte^rs 

68 Inscribed pillar 

69 Some breads 

DOWN 

1 Tea 

2 Explosive 
missile 

3 Backs 

4 Ernie of golf 

5 Apply Improperfy 
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M ilghis renivKl. 

6 Explorer 
Tasman 

7 Modernize 

6 Plane velocity: 
abbr. 

9'— Graffitr(film) 

10 Kindofchw 

11 Flower 

12 Doozy 

13 Cat and canary 
16 Arab prince 

23 Elevator man 
25 At that time 
27 More pale 
29 Cowboy item 

31 Chip in 

32 Antares or 
Deneb 

33 Determination 

34 Tract 

35 Swimming 
stroke 

37 Prevent from 
spealdng. 

40 Teapot storms? 

41 River into the 
Rhine 

43 Obscure 
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44 Hideaways 
46 Frendi 
ferewells 
48 Slip by 
50 Display of anger 
52 Log ' 
53Basebairs 
Banks 


54 Roues 

55 — many words 

56 It can be 
proper 

58 Cure 

62 Ramshackle 
structure 

63 Pronoun 


Israel to start privatisation in September — reports 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
prime minister's office is 
preparing a programme for 
privatising govemmem 
companies starting in Sep- 
terobei; Is^li newspapm 
have reported. 

A spokesman for Prime 
Minister Benyamin Neta- 
nyahu confirmed to Reuters 
that the govemioeot iatcnds 
to privatise a number of 
companies. He said tbe 
intention was to first priva- 
tise those where labour 
opposition is weak and 
postpone privatisation of 
companies where opposi- 


tioa is strong, he said. 

Companies like Israel 
Electric Corp or El Al Israel 
airlines, which have strong 
labour unions, will not be 
privatised early on, tbe 
newspapers said. Defence 
companies will also not be 
privatised in the beginnin g . 

The papers did not quote 
sources, but high-ranking 
go\«nimeat officials often 
brief local lepoiters. 
requesting not to be quoted. 

1^, Netanyahu believes a 
programme of the former 
government to distribute 
options ro the public should 


be implemented only as a 
last resort, the newspapers 
said. The programme c£^ed 
for distributing options to 
buy shares in government 
companies at a discount. 

A programme for struc- 
tural reforms of the econo- 
my will be brought to the 
government in the coming 
weeks. Mr. Netanyahu 
believes the reforms should 
be gradual, but considers 
deregulation and competi- 
tion in the economy even 
more important than pri- 
vatisation. 

Mr. Netanyahu's spo- 


kesman said that although 
the prime minister is 
adamant about cutting the 
1997 budget by 4.9 billion 
shekels, or 3.2 per cent 
(excluding debt ser\'icing). 
some changes could be 
made in the composition of 
the cuts to account for 
social considerations. 

The government fears its 
proposal for budget cuts, as 
they stand, will not get the 
necessary approval from 
parliament biause they are 
perceived as hurting low- 
income families. 


World oil demand to rise sharply next year 


LONDON (R) — World oU 
demand should rise sha^Iy 
again next year, driven 
mostly by economic growth 
among developing nations, 
the Intemational Eo^gy 
Agency (lEA) has said. 

But at the same time, oil 
supplies from non-OrcC 
countries also should rise 
strongly, leaving little room 
for extra Organisation of 
Che Petroleum Exporting 
Countries' (OPEC’s) out- 
put, tbe Paris-based agency 
said in a monthly oil maricet 
repoTL World demand was 
expected to rise by 1.8 mil- 
lion barrels per day (bpd) to 
73.6 aulHon in 1997. up 2.5 


per cent on top of this ye- 
ar's 1.7 millioD bpd grovi^, 
the GEA said. 

Tlie extra demand would 
be driven by 4.1 per cent 
economic growth among 
nations outside the Organi- 
sation for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 
(OECD), the lEA said. 
OECD economic growth is 
anticipated by the lEA at 
1 .4 per cent next year. 

Rising non-OPEC sup- 
idies are expected to so^ 
up most of tbe extra world 
(temond next year. 

“The non-OPEC supply 
increases are not only exp- 
ected continue in I9v7 


but are also projected to be 
slightly lar^ than in 1996 
at 1.6 million bpd versus 
1 S nuUion bpd for this ye- 
ar,” the agency said. 

Non-OPEC supplies on 
average in 1997 are project- 
ed at 45.7 million bpd ver- 
sus 44.1 million in 1996 
and 42.6 million in 1995. 

“Almost a third of the in- 
crease comes from the No- 
rth Sea, with nearly a quar- 
ter of ^e gain being from 
Latin America and signifi- 
cant volumes from Africa 
and the non-Russian rep- 
ublics of the former Soviet 
Union,” it said. 

Non-OPEC supplies are 


expected to hit 47.1 million 
in the fourth quarter of next 
year from 45.6 million in 
the fourth quarter this year 
and 42.9 million in the 
same period last year. 

World oil production rose 
sharply again in July up 
500,000 bpd to 72.5 million 
bpd on top of an extra mil- 
lion bpd in June. "New off- 
shore fields in the North 
Sea, West Aftica. Australia. 
China. Brazil and Che U.S. 
Gulf of Mexico are contin- 
uing to rmse output levels 
and new OPEC natural gas 
liquids projects are begin- 
ning to have some impact 
on supply,” the ZEA said. 


Seven Indian Ocean states mull economic bloc 


MUSCAT (R) — Oman's 
commerce minister has said 
that Oman and six odier 
countries bordering the 
Indian Ocean would meet 
in September to discuss 
final details to set tip an 
economic bloc. 

Commerce and Indtiscty 
Minister Makboul Ben Ah 
Ben Sultan told the Oman 
newspaper Al Watan th^ 
Oman, Kenya, Australia, 
Singapore, India, Mauritius 
and South AMca would 
meet in Mauritius soon and 
announce the formation of 
the bloc. 

“The current :era js'an era ■ 
of blocS; especially eco- ' 


nomic ones,” Mr. Sultan 
said. The sultanate and a 
number of countries on the 
Indian Ocean intend to set 
up a new economic bloc 
which will be announced 
soon.” 

He said tbe bloc could be 
extended to other countries 
including Yemen and 
Malaysia when the time 
was right. 

Al Watan said a recent 
visit ti> Mauritius and India 
by Oman minister of state 
for foreign affairs Youssef 
Ben Aiawi Ben Abdullah to 
discuss details for setting 
up the bloc would be fol- 
lowed soon by a visit io the 


other Indian Ocean coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Sultan said economic 
cooperation between tbe 
seven states would be in 
stages. starting with 
tourism and t^e and 
developing into "a lull eco- 
nomic bloc” to include 
investment and joint pro- 
jects. 


Oman, a small oil produc- 
er. is trying to diversify its 
economy and encourage 
foreign and private invest- 
ment. 

It is part of the Gulf Co- 
operation Council (GCC), 
which includes Saudi Ara- 
bia. United Arab Emirates. 
Bahrain, Qatar and Kuwait. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



Imagine how much money we’d save 
if they could put deodorant, perfume 
and mouthwash in the same bottle!” 
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By Thomas S. Pierson. 
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ARIES: (March 21 lo 
April 19) State what your 
public aims are today and 
vou discover some 
ineihod of operation to 
iichieve your desire. The 
-venina is best for han- 
dlina small personal tasks 
which vou must accom- 
plish to gain your prosper- 
ity 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) There are several 
ways of getting ahead . 
f:Lster with career activi- 
ties awaiting you so 
devise >‘>me meth^ of 
operation which will be 
appropriate. Later this 
evenino should 
smoothly if you meet with 
■■^ome close friends of fun. 
GEMINI: (May 21 lo 
June 21) Plan creative and 
romantic activities for 
your mate today and exe- 
cute them with such 
finesse that your loved 
one will be overwhelmed 
by your thoughtfulness. 
Tonight you can handle 
those career activitie.s 
which require extra effi- 
ciency. 

MOON CHILDREN: ( Ju- 
ne 22 to July 2h Show 
that you are loyal to your 
mate"^ today and have that 
necessary discussion with 
a loved one w'hich you 
determine as crucial to his 0 
or her happiness. Later 
tonight will be good for 
you to go out on the town 
with close friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to .August 
21 ) Make sure you handle 
a matter very well today, 
even though it requires 
much thought Entertain 
nicely at home tonight 
and invite some close 
friends and fellow a.ssoci- 
ates to enjoy themselves 
and have a wonderful 
time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22T Go after 
the advice you need today 
where money is con- 
^med and follow through 
with the ^ggestions. so 
that you will have extra 
funds for the lean times. 

Get your environment 
spanking clean this 
evening and your loved 
ones will appreciate the 
gesture. 

LIBRA; (September 23 ^ 
10 October 22) Use that ^ 
special charm today you 
possess and get rid of that 
tiresonre difficult situa- 
tion which ha.s been both- 
ering you for sometime. 
Later tonight you can 
meet with knowledgeable 
person and devise u suc- 
cessful plan of action. 
SCORPIO; (October 23 
to November 21) Do 
whatever will help your 
mate out of a dilemma 
during the morning today 
and later this evening 
enjoy the company of a 
close friend who you wish 
to have contact w’ith in the 
days ahead for some 

g leas ant a ctivities. 
AGITTARIUS; (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 ) 
Look to a good friend Cot 
assistance today with a 
predicament difficult for 
you to solve. Plan new 
actions which should get 
you the success which 
you desire and by assis- 
tance from some bigwig 
who has the answers. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Study 
well today how to^ 
improve your position 
with the general public. 
Have fiin with friends 
later this evening and you 
will be able to develop 
some recreational activi- 
ties which will be enioved 
by all of them. 

AQUARIUS; ( January 21 
to February 19) Gain 
more outside prestige 
today by meeting with 
some authority figure and 
make new contacts 
whereby you will be aHe 
to complete an important 
project. Gain the approval 
of some bigwig later this 
evening and state your 
position. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Give attention 
to business affairs today 
and you can meet with 
some interesting new con- 
lacLs who have some solu- 
tions to any career activi- 
ties difficulties which you 
may have. Please your 
mate is a special way. 
Birthstone of Augnst: Pe- 
ridot — Golden Quartz. 
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Business & Finance 


Saudi banks 
score, 

but profit 
growth seen 
slowing 

DUBAI (R)-_ The outlook 

for Saudi Arabia’s com- 
mercial banks in the second 
half of 1996 is brighi but 
analysts doubted if they 
would find lending oppor- 
tuniues to maintain first 
half profit growth. 

“Profits made in the first 
half reflected lending to the 
corporate sector awaiting 
government payments.*' 
said Saudi American Bank 
chief economist Kevin 
Taecker. 

**Many of those loans 
have DOW been repaid. Now 
banks are looking for 
growth assets, lending to 
companies that are building 
busmess. We want to tap 
this market but it take.s 
time. It will be hard for 
banks to maintain their 
momentum,” he said. 

Driven by higher liquidi- 
ty and deposits, all but one 
of the 11 banks in the Arab 
Gulf kingdom raised net 
profits in the first sLx 
months of 1996. 

One economist noted that 
higher investment income 
helped lift overall net prof- 
it for the kingdom's 1 1 
banks by 7.3 per cent in 
the first six months to 
almost 2.6 billion riyals 
($690 million). 

This was slower than the 
16 per cent growth to near- 
ly 5.6 billion riyals record- 
ed in bank profits for the 
whole of 1995. Bankers 
noted improved confidence 
since the government 
began to meet blUions of 
riyals in debt to contractors 
and farmers by issuing spe- 
cial bonds and payment 
certificates. 

“The govennent’s finan- 
cial ionovations in the form 
of special bonds to settle 
payments has helped com- 
panies get their balance 
sheets in order,” said one 
banker. 

“They have also con- 
tributed to a rise in local 
liquidity and restored con- 
fidence." he added. 

But one saw profit 
growth slowing in the sec- 
ond half as fewer certifi- 
cate and special bond hold- 
ers sold their instruments to 
banks at large discounts 
after the initial rush. 

“There were good profit 
opportunities in the first 
half. This might slow up." 
he said. 

The debt had been 
mounting since the early 
1990s when the world’s 
largest oil producer and 
exporter fell behind on 
payments to contractors, 
suppliers and farmers as a 
result of huge Gulf war lia- 
bilities and soft world oil 
prices. 


Iran, Tiirkey sign $ 23 b gas deal 


TCHRan (Ri — fian and 
Turkey suuck a huge gas 
.supply deal worth S2.3 bil- 
hon Monday just -a week 
|tner a new U.S. law penalis- 
ing ^ foreign investment in 
Iran'.s energy .sector. 

Iran wilf start supplying 
Ankara with three biUion 
cubic metres of natural gas a 
vearin 1999 rising to 10 bil- 
lion in 2005. Iran's First 
yice-Pre.sident Hassan Ha- 
bibi said at a joint news con- 
ference with Turkish Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan 
in Tehran. TTie value of the 
deal — Tehran’s largest gas 
expon project to date — is 
i $23 billion over 23 years, 
Akbar Torkan, Iran’s roads 
and transport minister, told 
Reuters. Prex'ious estimates 
had run at $20 billion. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. ignoring protests from 
key allies including the 
European Union and Japan. 


on Aug J signed into law the 
Iran-Libya sanctions act giv- 
ing him power to pen^se 
non-U.S. firms that invest 
$40 million or more a year in 
the two stales’ oil and natur- 
al gas .sectors. 

The law aims to punish 
Iran and Libya, described by 
Ml*. Clinton as “two of the 
most dangerous supporters 
of terrorism". 

Both Tehran and Tripoli 
have denied sponsoring glo- 
bal terrorism or seeing 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

The U.S. sanctions law 
aims at the heart of Iran’s 
economy by hampering 
Tehran’s ability to increase 
.its oil and gas output capwi- 
ty by attracting foreign 
investmenL 

Congressional hawks in 
Washington led by Senator 
Alfonse D’ Amato urged Mr. 
Clinton in advance of Mon- 


day's signing to press NATO 
ally Turkey to abandon the 
de^, which imxilves the con- 
struedon of a gas pipeline 
across the Turkey-Iran bor- 
der. 

Ankara has said the deal, 
signed in the sumptuous sur- 
roundings of the Saad Abad 
Palace in north Tehran, 
would not be affected by the 
new U.S. sanctions law 
because 'Itirkey would con- 
struct the gas pipeline on its 
own soU. 

“Under Premier Erbakan 
Turkey is no more a 
province of the United States 
of America.” the English- 
language Tehran Times said 
in an editorial. 

Iran News commented: 
“The ’^endship pipeline’ 
will block the w'ay of hostile 
foreign influence and will 
allow the two countries to 
endure proper and friendly 
relations for generations to 
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come.” 

Mr. Erbakan, who em- 
erged as the first Islamist 
prime minister in modem 
Tuikish history after coming 
to pow'er in cation with a 
pro-Western par^ in late 
June, is on his first foreign 
trip as Tuikey’s new leader. 

Mr. Erbakan said Sunday 
Ankara wanted to expand 
political, cultural, economic 
and trade relations with 
Tehran. Iran will also build a 
pipeline from its western 
city of Tabriz to the border 
town of Teba under the 
agreement. 

‘Tt’s a good deal for 
Turkey because the gas is 
cheaper than the world 
price,” a member of the 
Turkish delegation said. 

Turkish imports from Iran, 
mainly oil, rose to $689.5 
million in 1995 from $80.5 
million the previous year. 

Iran has 21 trillion cubic 
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Free Zones chief blames 80% of 
problems on other government bodies 


** MARZOUQ AL HADID, the new 
director-general of the Free Zones Corpo- 
ration, blamed other ministries and gov- 
ernment departments for 80 per cent of 
the problems that face investors at the Jor- 
danian fiee zones. “Only 20 per cent of 
the problems are related to the Free Zones 
Coloration." he said. 

Mr. Hadid revealed that a consultant 
company began last Thursday to study the 
facts and the organisational and adminis- 
trative imbalances to facilitate and simpli- 
fy the procedures. Furthermore, he point- 
ed out, joint meetings were held between 
officials from the corporation, the Depart- 
ment of Customs and the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade to overcome the prob- 
lems that intertwine and entangle the 
work, the duplicity in the authorisations 
and the comr^ctory or overlapping reg- 
ulations. 

He indicated that a new law' for the cor- 
poration wdll be presented to the Council 
of Ministers this month to be reviewed 
and processed. The new law, he 
explained would simplify procedures, 
provide wider decentr^sation and give 
investors more incentives and exemptions 
in atldition to eliminating the ambiguities 
and shortcomings in the current law. 

According to Mr. Hadid. the new law 


includes a new concept for Uie free zones 
and their status in the eoumrx in being 
excluded, totally or p:uliully. from pie- 
vailing laws. Additionally, the law would 
specify more accurately and comptvlien- 
sively the tuneiions and responsibilities 
of the coqxiraiion and would iiielude free 
markets among ii.s duties. Mr. Hadid said. 

The corporjtion head stressed ih ii ihe 
new law would concentrate on indusiri:d 
activities in the tree zones and would 
reconsider all the incentives, exemptions 
and facilities to this sector especiully alter 
the expansion of ineemives in the invest- 
ment promotion law and at other free 
zones in the world. 

The new law would eleurh allow the 
issuance of national eenificaie of origin 
to all industries where ihe local value 
added is more than 40 percent. Mr. Hadid 
added noting that the corporation will be 
issuing this certificate si’< is currenilx 
being done at all neighbouring free zones. 

According to the mnendment. the cor- 
poration would enjoy all Ihe general 
authorities pertaining to the minister of 
municipalities, labour, indusiiy and trade 
and the department of customs us well .is 
the chambers of commerce and industry 
and the Department of Lamls and Sur\e\ 
(AJAswaq). 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor. 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 
Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605 - 810609 
V Fax: 810520 J 
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Seles wins Canadian Open 


MONTREAL (R) — 

Monica Seles successfully 
defended her Canadian 
Open title Sunday when she 
defeated second-seeded 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain 6-1 7-6 (7-2) in the 
6nal. 

Seles, ±e top seed, won 
the first five games of the 
opening set with power hit- 
.ting reminiscent of the Mo- 
nica Seles who held sole 
possession of the world nu- 
mber one ranking in 1991 
and 1992. Seles mode only 
four unforced errors despite 


bitting fiiU-out on almost all 


her shots. 

Seles led 2-0, 15-40 on 
Sanchez \^cario's serve in 
the second set but the 
Spaniard battled back and 
forced the set to a tie break. 

Sanchez Vicario v^'on the 
first two points of the tie- 
breaker but then lost a point 
on a backhand error. On the 
next poinL her racquet 
slipped out of her hand and 
Seles only had to hit the ball 
back to win the point 

Sanchez Vicario. after go- 
ing to her chair to wipe off 
her racquet handle, returned 
and promptly double faulted 
to give Seles a 3-2 lead. 

Seles didn't lose another 
point in completing a seven- 
point run and earning her 
11th victory over Sanchez 
Vicario in 12 career meet- 
ings. 

Seles earned the S200.000 
fiist prize in the $926,250 
toumment. It was her fourth 
tournament win in 1996. 
She also woo ±e Australian 
Open and events in Sydney 
and Eastbourne, England. 

'That was a huge break 
when Arantxa lost her rac- 
quet in the tie break." Seles 
said after her win. “We both 
played some great tennis 
and I knew that with the 
way Arantxa can chase balls 
and get them back that the 
match wouldn’t be over 
until we shook bands at the 
net” 

“I thought I played very 
well the b^kcourt but 
I sliU wa§n;ti?rying. v^. 
well,” said Seles. 



Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez Vicario (ris^t) congratulates Monica Seles of the United 
States following the finals of the dn Maurier Open in MontreaL Seles won the match 


6-i 7-5 (Reuter photo) 

out of her hand at a critical 
juncture, she added: “At 2-1 
(in the tiebreaker), that was 
a gift for her and she was a 
little bit lucky." 


;*I did al^ji fpuld," said 
.Sanchez Vicario, "but Mo- 


nica Just played too well." 
About the racquet slipping 


Comparing her fonn to 
. 1992, when she was runner^, 
up to Sanchez Vicario at the; 
Canadian Open before beat- 
ing her in the final of the 
U.S. Open three weeks 
later, Seles said: 


“Obviously. I was playing 
great tennis then the way I 
was dominating, and I was 
very focused. 

*Tfs hard to be that fo- 
cused all the time and I 
don't have that right now." 

She added: “I'm not as 
mentally 'strong as { was. I 
but thiM 1 dan't expect to.be 
because I -had a break (be- 
cause of the Hamburg stab- 
bing) at a crucial time in my 


career. But ifs great to be 
back and 1 hope I can get 
there again." 

Seles will not play any 
more tournaments before 
the U.S. Open begins on 
Aug. 26 in New Yorit. “I've 
been playing tennis since 
Mnyt l.^aad it's. time, for ;a, 
. Iwe^" she said. “Tm going 
to take four or five days off 
and then start refocusing for 
the U.S. Open. 


Zanardi continues campaign with Indycar win 


LEXINGTON, Ohio (AFP) 
— Super rookie Alex 
Zanardi of Italy chalked up 
his second Indycar victory, 
setting the pace for the 
entire 83 laps of Sunday's 
Indycar Miller 200 at the 
mid-Ohio sports car course. 

Zanardi led his Chip 
Ganassi racing teammate 
Jimmy Vasser, the leader in 
the points championship, 
across the finish line. The 


win is the sixth for the 
Ganassi team and the 10th 
in 13 Indycar events for 
Honda. 

Zanardi got the jump he 
needed during a restart with 
three left in the race. Vasser 
was challenged for moment 
by Michael Andretti, but 
Andretti fell back into a bat- 
tle with Bryan Herta, free- 
ing Vasser to secure second 
and giving Zanardi a big 


lead 

Andretti fought off Herta 
for third, with Bobby Rahal 
finishing fifth. The one-two 
finish is the first in the his- 
tory of the Chip Ganassi 
team. 

"This is fantastic." said 
Zanardi. who will substan- 
tially increase his lead in the 
Foolue points race. “1 don't 
know where I am in points. 
This is great for the team, a 


one-two finish. We couldn't 
do any better than that." 

The win is the second for 
Zanardi, and it comes a day 
after he set the qualifying 
record in winning the pole 
position. 

Zanardi led 79 laps, with 
Vasser leading the four laps 
during pit periods, and will 
certainly pad his lead as the 
season's l£^ leader. 


Newcastle down but not out as United flourish 


LONDON (R) — Newcas- 
tle's trophy-starved fans 
trudged away from Wemb- 
ley in the rain Sunday, glum 
but not despairing after their 
team's 4-0 drubbing at the 
hands of English league and 
cup double winners Man- 
chester United. 

The day's weather had 
mirrored their mood. It star- 
ted brightly, clouded over 
by halftime in the F.A. Cha- 
rily Shield, and ended with 
thick black clouds, thunder 
and heavy rain. 

“We were beaten by the 
better side today, there's no 
doubt about it. Newcastle 
were wide open." said one 
of the 35.000 or so fans who 
made the long trip to Lon- 
don from the northeast. 

“But we'll still win the 
league." 

After watching Manches- 
ter United trample over 
Newcastle's multi-million 
pound side, his confidence 
appeared ill-founded. 

Alex Ferguson's men do- 
minated the match for all 
but a 20 minute spell in the 
second half, and made New- 
castle's £15-miIlion ($22.1 


million) man — England 
striker Alan Shearer — look 
ordinary. 

Newcastle boss Kevin 
Keegan has rebuilt his side 
at the cost of £60 million 
($92.5 million ) over the past 
four years, and while Fer- 
guson too has dipped into 
Ae transfer market. United 
have never lost faith in their 
youth team policy. 

That appears to be paying 
off and United's Charity 
Shield win will let every 
other team in the Premier 
League know the young 
men in red are not prepared 
to give up their league title 
wi^out a fight. 

David Beckham and Ni- 
cky Butt, both just 21 years 
old. were outstanding Sun- 
day. 

Their youth, carefully 
blended with the experience 
of 30-year-old Eric Cantona 
and Danish intemational 
goalkeeper Peter Schmei- 
chel. contrasted sharply 
with the millions of pounds 
spent on Shearer, Colom- 
bian Faustino Asprilla and 
Les Ferdinand. 

"There looked to be a 


massive gulf between the 
two dubs. I just hope I am 
wrong," Keegan said after- 
wards. "The hunger and 
passion was missing from 
our game. We looked out of 
sorts and treated it as a pre- 
season warm-up." 

Keegan smd: “The key to 
our game is to get the ball 
down and pass it about We 
didn't do ±at today and I 
don't think we matched 
them for woric-rate either. 

“We were invited to play 
as Manchester United won 
the double. But it's been ter- 
rible and I wish they hod 
invited someone else." 

One consolation for Kee- 
gan was the performance of 
substitute A^nilla. the cost- 
ly Colombian. 

• “He did more in five min- 
utes than the rest did in 90," 
Keegan said. ""But we know 
Alan will play better and the 
partnership with Les v ,1] 
get better." 

United worked wonder- 
fully well as a whole, and 
part of their secret appears 
to lie in their ability to 
unpick and restitch their 
team without leaving the 


seams showing. 

In the second half, for 
example, they brought on 
Czech midfielder Karel Po- 
borsky for Butt, forcing 
Beckham to move inside to 
the centre of midfield, but 
±ere was not a hint of dis- 
ruption CO their playing pat- 
tern. 

In contrast Shearer and his 
striking partner Ferdinand 
never played fully in tan- 
dem. 

The defensive weaknesses 
that plagued Keegan's side 
last year were again in evi- 
dence, and will need to be 
rectified quickly if they are 
to bring the league title to 
Tyneside for the first time 
since 1927. 

United, with three league 
titles from the last four 
years, will be aiming for a 
higher goal — their first 
European Cup success since 
1968. 


jordanTtees^u^^ 

Agassi beats Chang to retain ATP title ^ 

rr^ . . I_ rrtIrA 


MASQN, Ohio (R) — De- 
fending champion Andre 
Agassi persevered for a 7-6 
(7-4) 64 victory over Mi- 
chael Chang Sunday, beat- 
ing him for the second suc- 
cessive year in the final of 
the $2.2 million ATP Cham- 
pionship. 

The sixth-seeded and sev- 
enth-ranked Agassi, who 
came directly from his 
Olympic gold medal perfor- 
mance in Atlanta, defeated 
three top-five players in a 
row to defend his title. 

He beat fourth-ranked 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia in the quarterfinals, 
second-ranked Thomas 
Muster of Austria in the 
semifinals and the third- 
ranked Chang in the final. 

For the third-seeded 
Chaug , playing in his fourth 
consecutive final at the ATP 
Championship, the loss 
marked bis fimt defeat since 
the first round of ^^ble- 
don. 

A two-time champion 
here, Chang came into the 


tournament having won the 
two previous tournaments 
in Washington, D.C., and 
Los Angeles. 

Agassi leads Chang 11-6 
in their head-to-head series, 
but the two Americans are 
now even at 2-2 for matches 
in 1996. 

The player who has won 
the opening set of tiieir past 
17 encounters has gone on 
to win the match 15 times. 
Agassi opened the one hour, 
43 minute match with a ser- 
vice break, but in no way 
believed he had staked his 
claim for victory. 

‘*When I match up with 
Michael, there are a lot of 
moments when the momen- 
tum swings quickly in short 
spurts," said Agassi, who 
earned $300,000. “When 
we play a two-set match, I 
expect three or four sendee 
breaks. Neither one of us 
will hold serve all the time." 

The two tend not to over- 
power each other because 
neither can be considered an 
serve-and-vol- 


aggressive 


U.S. wins two golds 
at World Rowing 
Championships 


STRATHCLYDE, Scotland 
(AP) — The United States 
women's coxless fours and 
lightweight coxless pairs 
won gold at the World 
Rowing Championships 
Sunday. 

On ±e final day of row- 
ing. there also were viao- 
ries for Romania's Olympic 
champion Constanta Bur- 
cica in the double sculls, 
Karsten Nielsen of Den- 
mark in the lightweight 
sculls while Romania also 
won the gold in the men's 
coxed fours. 

The victorious coxless 
four crew of Emily Dirksen. 
Sara Field, Amy Turner and 
Rosan Zegarra — who had 
never competed outside of 
the United States before — 
ti^ed Romania for three 
quarieis ' of ' the race, but 
sprinted home in the last 
500 metres (546.8 yards) to 
win by neariy two seconds 
in 6:49.48 with Germany in 
third. 

“Once we won our semifi- 
nal we staned to think we 
could go for a medal " said 
Field after vvinning the 
United States* first gold at 
this year's non-Olympic 
event competition. 

“We knew we had a 
chance for gold with 500 
metres (546 3/4 yards) to 
go," she added. 

Defending gold medal- 
lists Christine Smith and 
Ellen Minznar led all the 
way in their lightweight 
coidess pair final, finishing 
the 2000-metre (1.24 mile) 
race in seven minutes 56.66 
seconds — more than seven 
seconds faster tiian second- 
placed Britain (8:02.71) 
with Romania third in 


8:03.31. 

Lightweight sculler Saran 
Gar^ and the women's 
lightweight coxless four 
crew brought home bronze 
medals for the United 
States, while Californian 
James Martinez finished 
fourth in his lightweight 
sculls final. 

Garner, from Madison. 
)^scons'm But now living 
in Philadelphia, led her 
lightweight sculls race right 
up until the final SO metres 
(54.6 yards). 

But Burcica — a gold 
medallist in the lightweight 
double sculls at the Atlanta 
Olympics — stormed home 
to win in 8:06.90. with 
France's Benedicte Luzuy 
grabbing second in 8:07.66, 
Gamer settling for third In 
8:09.74. ' 

"I gave' it all I had," said 
an exhausted, but happy 
Garner. 

Martinez, a reserve for the 
U.S. 01}^pic rowing team, 
looked like he was going to 
repeat his semifinal victory 
for most of bis race, but was 
overtaken in the last 200 
metres (218 3/4 yards) for a 
fourth finish in 7:38.08. 

Jhe winner, in 7:35.72, 
was the other semifinal vic- 
tor, Nielsen, with Tomas 
Kacovsky of Czech Repub- 
lic second and Fmlud’s 
Heikki Haavikko in third. 

The Canadian lightweight 
men’s eight finished third in 
5:59.47 behind winners 
Germany (5:55.06) and 
Denmark (5:56.96). 

In the men’s coxed fours. 
Romania clocked 6:25.74 
ahead of Czech Republic 
(6:26.76) and Russia 
(6:28.17). 


Maradona says he 
is quitting Boca 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Soccer star Diego Marado- 
na said Sunday he was quit- 
ting his Aii^ntine club. 
Boca Juniors, and hinted be 
might even retire. 

Maradona, 35, announced 
his decision to leave Boca 
shortly before the club's 
penultimate game of the 
season against Estudiantes 
De La Plata. 

“It's all my fault what is 
happening to Boca right 
now,” the fonner Argentine 
captain said before starting 
the game which Boca lost 
2-1, dashing their slim 
hopes of winning the 
league. 

Maradona, who has a con- 
tract with Boca until De- 
cember 1997. missed a cru- 


cial penalty last week in a 
1-0 defeat to racing club. It 
was the fifth consecutive 
penalty Maradona has 
missed. 

"My daughters suffered a 
lot a^r that game and tiiat 
made me thi^ everything 
over," he said. ‘This will be 
my last game at Boca's sta- 
dium." The last game of the 
season is away to Deportivo 
Espanol. 

T don't know whether I 
will continue,” he added. 
‘Tt's something 1*11 consider 
in due time.’’ 

Boca officials said after 
the game that Maradona 
had spoken “in the beat of 
the moment" and that they 
would try to convince him 
to stay. 


leyer. They have to take the 
advantage frrom the back- 
court, which makes holding 
serve a little more tenuous. 

“In a lot of ways we play 
like women’s tennis, mean- 
ing you’re up a (service) 
hold,” Agassi said, as 
opposed to being up a ser- 
vice break. 

Chang, who served at a 
low 46 per cent first-serve 
efficiency, conquered Agas- 
si’s serve in the eighth game 
to climb back even at 44 in 
the first set. 

In the tenth game of the 
first set, Giang led 54 and 
had four set points on 
Agassi's serve. Bui Agassi 
stepped up the level of his 
play and saved himself from 
going down a one-set de- 
ficit 

“Andre was able to piay 
some good tennis today," 
Chang said. “I really had 
my chances. But thoM four 
set points, at this calibre of 
tennis, you can’t let those 
opportunities slip away. I 
was frustrated to lose that 


first set. „ ■ u 

Down 24 to Chang m the 
tiebreaker, Agassi won the 
next five points to end the 

first set. , 

After exchanging early 

service breaks in the second 
set, Aga*sst took the match 
by breaking Chang's .serve 
in the final game of the 
match. M 3040 in that 
tenth game, a Chang fCM«- 
hand smacked into the top 
of the net and dropped back 
onto his own side of the net 
Chaim. who eanied 
5169,000. felt he lacked a 
little spring in his legs and • 

suggested that Olympic |Q 
goTd medal gymnast Aman- fr 
da Borden, a local resident 
who w'as in the crowd, 
might have been able to 
help him out 
"I played well, but I can 
play better," Chang said. “I 
think I needed a little bit 
more bounce in my legs. 
Maybe Amanda could've 
helped me out." 
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New 5. African 
League makes 
disappointing start 


JOHANNESBURG 
(AFP) — The Premier 
Soccer Leagne, billed 
as the most exdting 
event in South Afiican 
soccer history, made a 
di^ppointing debut at 
the weekend. 

An armed gang stole 
the gate receipts from 
a match in the Indian 
Ocean port of Durban 
and security officials 
reacted swi^y to pre- 
vent a referee and a 
coach beii^ assaulted 
at other venues. 

The 18-team nation- 
al championship 


flopped on the pitch as 
ell wit' 


well with nine match- 
es producing just 11 
goals and three play- 
ers sent off, including 
one from damour 
club Kaizer Chiefs. 

Crowds were also 


poor with only 35,000 
spectators at Sta- 
mum in Johannesburg 


for a double-header 
featuring m^or draw- 
cards Orlando Pirates 
and Chiefs. 


‘‘I think the players 
were tense, which is 


only natural consider- 
ing this & tile begin- 
ning of new era in 
Sooth African foot- 
ball,” league chief 
executive Irevor Phil- 
lips said Monday. 


IDS said IV 
Phillips, one of the 
officials credited with 
transforming the Eng- 
lish Premier DivisioD 


into a major Euro- 
pean league, moved to 
South Africa tills 
month on a one-year 
contract. 

African Champions’ 
Cup holders lirates, 
tradftonal rivals 
Chiefs and Pretoria- 
based Sundowns are 
favourites to win the 
richest champimiship 
on the continent 

But Pirates were for- 
tunate 2-1 winners 
over Moroka Swal- 
lows and Chiefs need- 
ed a soft late goal to 
overcome Jomo Cos- 
mos 1-0 in a match 
where two cards were 
shown. ' 

Sundowns, an ex- 
pensively assembled 
team guided by for- 
mer Zimbabwe coach 
Rdnhard Fabisch, 
conceded a late goal 
and lost 1-0 to Real 
Rovers in the north- 
ern town of 
Pietersburg. 

Warren Lewis, a for- 
ward jfrom Durban 
club Amazulu, took 
jnst eight minutes to 
score the first goal of 
the League and Man- 
ny Rodrigues of Cape 
Town Spurs was the 
first player to be sent 
off. 
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fleatLAeoofO 
I sltuatioiiB require drastic, 

actioD. East rose to ttw oeeaBon 00 

North's jump rebid of throe 


Hotrover, Sooth had a oiaaimaai 
one no oraaip niMonae, aad it was 
A naitar of whether to rdad 


thraa do trump or raiae to four 
We ^ Beth aee^able. 


West led the ace of hearts. Ihat 
asks psTbisr to tho qjiaaQ 


or, if partner does oot hold the 
QBsen. to gire count. Beat 
u edM> hr Plhfhig the eight, diow 
ing au aiau number of evde in the 
suit. That had to be a donblaton, 
ainca South woald surely not have 
p eiei sted with three no taxonp wid^ 
out a aure stopper in the nnUd 
Budor. 

West ihifted to of dnbe. 

ducked in dummy. East took Am 
king and considered the option* 
Weath QMtcard ruled out die pomi’ * ^ 
bOity of a chib eontinitation, iriodi JT j 
would have allowed deelarer to VT 
score an orertriek. ^le hope 
)ay in shutting deelarer oot of 
black-suit tricks, and East found 
the answer. The defSsmler shiM to 
the king of diamonds at tridtdiree. 

Uedarer could not afliml to dude 
— a afaxft baA to hterta would give 
the defenders three Mcka in 
suit and one in each minor. But 
aftCT taking the ace of diamcdda 
eedarer eould not nnecramble dw 
North-Sooth <*»i»Vn 

If declarer cashed the ace of 
*pMe a, then ouesad to dw ace of 

dobs to ran spades, there would ba 

no entay back to the dosed to 
the dub winnesB. And if declarer 
^blocked tte ace of dubs first, 
would be no way to reedi tib* 
taUeh rocnhig spades. Down OM. 
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Clueless 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15,-8:30, 10:30 

Laila Alawl & Singer Mohammad Fuad in 

Traffic Lights 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 

CONCORD “1” 

Julia Roberts...in 
Something to Talk About 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD “2” 

SEVEN 

Shows: 3:30, 6m 8:15. 10:30 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 

PRESENTS 

■ THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 > 
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i Ramelow, Rene Rydlewicz, Paulo Sergio and Claudio Reyna (from left to right) of 

J«Y“P while SV Werder Bremen’s Junior Baiano takes a free kick during a first round ^tch 
photoj*^™'^" National Soccer Cup in Bremen . Bremen won the match after penalty shooting 6-5 (1-1) (Reuter 

Amateur side upsets Dortmund, 2nd stunner in 2 days 


BERLIN (AP) — Frank 
Blaker scored in the I13ih 
minute Sunday, giving the 
German Cup its second 
major first-round upsei in 
as many days, lifting SG 
Wactensebeid's arnateur 
squad to a 4-3 victory over 
defending Bundesliga 


champion Borussia Dort- 
mund. 

On Saturday, defending 
cup champion Kaiser- 
slautern was eliminated by 
SPVGG Greuther Furth, 
another third-division 
squad, 1-0. 

Wattenscheid led 3-1 in 


the 69th after Olaf Skok 
scored. Heiko Hetrlich and 
Stefan Reuter rallied Dort- 
mund with goals in the 75th 
and 88th minutes, but Julio 
Cesar was ejected in the 
lOSth, setting up Blaker's 
dramatic goal. 

In the big game of tbe day 


Sunday, Werder Bremen 
faced Leverkusen in tbe 
only first-round match that 
pitted two fiist-division 
clubs against one another. 

On Friday FC Numberg's 
amateurs upset the second- 
division F^V Mainz 1-0. 


English clubs lose at home, despite surge in income 


LONDON (AFP) — Ram- 
pant transfer fees plunged 
English football clubs into 
the red in the 199-4/95 sea- 
son and heightened u rift 
between top clubs and 
aspiring teams from lower 
divisions, a .study showed 
Monday. 

Despite a 21 per cent 
surg^ in— ujcQQe. .Engji^ 
clubs made pre-tax Iq^es 
of £14.1 million (S21 mil- 
lion) over the season, the 
1996 Deloitte and Touche 
annual review of football 
finance found. 

"The loses come from a 
net £31 million of transfer 
fees payable and £10 mil- 
lion of finance costs on top 
of this.** smd Gerry Boon, 
head of the research team. 

*‘Tlie disparity in results 


acro.s$ the 92 clubs is 
huge." he added. 

Premier League clubs 
enjoyed 69 per cent of a 
total income of £468 mil- 
lion in the 1994/95 season. 

“To put it into perspec- 
tive. Manchester United 
and Newcastle United 
together have a greater 
it&pi’the wlwle of : 
divirioiionej" Bben sud. 

As die top dubs continue 
to attract more fans and 
bumper revenues from tele- 
vision rights, the accoun- 
tant predicted that divisions 
between the clubs would 
widen further. 

“With the average Pre- 
mier League club now hav- 
ing a turnover almost four 
limes that of the average 
Division One club, it is d&- 


ficulc to see bow even the 
larger football league clubs 
are going to bridge the gap 
with the Premier League 
and sustain it,** Boon said. 

“It is difficult to see how 
some clubs wUl survive in 
the long-ienD." 

Lower clubs saw their 
income from transfer fees 
dip by 27 per cent^w,jp9*5 
.puUion duTiog the ^^on. 

“The huge pressures on 
Premier League clubs to 
provide star names have 
resulted in a move away 
from recruiting 'home 
grown' talent from lower 
divisions. Instead, the clubs 
are looking overseas for 
interaationtJ playeis or 
recruiting big names from 
Premier League rivals, as 
shown by Alan Shearer's 


recent world record-break- 
ing £15 miUioo move," 
Boon said. 

During tbe 1994/95 sea- 
son, Shearer's new club, 
Newcastle United, made 
the second-biggest loss of 
any English football dub, 
afer “significant transfer 
expediture" plunged the 
club into Ip^e^of £$.2 mil- , 
lion,. , ■ ' 

This contrasted vdtii an 
average operating profit of 
£2.24 million in the Pre- 
mier Leagi^. Manchester 
United, which last season 
won tbe league title and the 
EA. Cup double for a his- 
toric third time, was the 
country's most profitable 
club in IS)94^5, when it 
earned pre-tax profits of 
£20 million. 


Rare 
triumph 
for little 
Benin 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Benin turned the tables 
at the weekend by defeat- 
ing Mauritania 4-1 in a pre- 
liminary-round qualifying 
match for the 1998 African 
Nations* Cup. 

The national team from 
die tiny West African coun- 
try typically ranks among 
the weakest on the conti- 
nent. 

Leon Besson was the 
hero in Cotonou, scoring a 
second-half hat-trick a^r 
Raimi Coles had got Benin 
off to a perfect scan with a 
third-minute goal. 

Leading Mauritanian 
toorer Ould Ahmed Melha 
reduced the deficit to one 
goal after 67 minutes only 
for Bessan to strike twice 
in the closing stages before 
15,000 spectators. 

Once formidable Ugan- 
da, runners-up to Ghana in 
the 1978 Nations' Cup, 
continued a slide into 
obscurity by only drawing 
1-1 with Ethiopia in Kam- 
pala. 

Defender Edward Karun- 
gi stunned the home crowd 
by conceding an own goal 
in the opening minute of 
tbe second half after mis- 
calculating a pass to his 
goalkeeper. 

An Ibrahim Buwembo 
shot after 65 minutes 
brought the Cranes level, 
but they are unlikely to sur- 
vive' the return match in 
Addis Ababa later this 
month. 

A first-half goal from 
Sebastian Bax gave Mauri- 
tius a disappointingly slim 
1-0 victory over Seychelles 
in an Indian Ocean show- 
down watched by a crowd 
of 5,000 in Port Louis, 

World cup giamkillers 
Qmgo and Togo fou^r a 
dour, goalless draw in 
Brazzaville and there were 
also no goals when Bots- 
wana met southern African 
neighbours Namibia in 
Gaborone. 

Namibia were the better 
organised team for most of 
a dull cup tie, with goal- 
keeper Ronnie Kanalelo 
and centrebalf Petrus Hara- 
seb outstanding in defence. 


Iraq beats Pakistan 
3-0; to face Jordan for 
final Asian Cup berth 


AMMAN (AP) — 
Hussam Fawzi and 
Radhi Swadi scored a 
minate apart midwav 
throng the second 
half Sunday, pacing 
Iraq to a ^ victory 
over Pakistan and set- 
ting up a IViesday 

showdown with Jor- 
dan for the last berth 
in tbe Asian Cup 

finals. 

Saheb Abbas gave 
Iraq the lead a minute 

a pass £rom^Ahma§ 
Radhi and beating 
Pakistani keeper No- 
man Ibrahim. 


The Iraqis repeated- 
ly infiltrated Pak- 
istan's defence, deligh- 
tine the crowd of over 
6,000 at Amman In- 
ternational Stadium. 

Iraq continue its 
dominance in the sec- 
ond half and Fawzi got 
inside the penalty area 
to double the lead in 
the 70th. Swadi com- 
pleted the scoring with 
a 25-metre shot a 
minute later. 

Iraq will meet Jor- 
dan ^esday in the 
final game of group 
six, vntb the mnner 
advancing to the 12- 


team Asian Cup finals 
in the United Arab 
Emirates Dec. 3-20. 

South Korea quali- 
fied earlier Sunday 
with a victory over 
Vietnam, joining Chi- 
na, Thailwd, Indone- 
sia, Iran, Syria, Uzbe- 
kistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, defending 
champion Japan and 
hostUAE. 

A draw Ibesday 
would send Jordan to 
the finals on the basis 
of better goal differen- 
tial. Jordan beat Pak- 
istan 4-0 Friday. 


Minister says government will 
investigate Kenya’s performance 


NAIROBI. Kenya (AP) — 
The government plans to 
name an independent com- 
mission to deteimine why 
Kenya's Olympic team won 
only one gold medal in 
Atlanta, its worst showing 
since 1984. 

Reporting on the cool 
reception at Nairobi Airport 
of 17 members of the 54- 
member team, the East 
African Standard quoted 
Culture and Soda) Service 
Minister Nyiva Mwendwa 
as saying, “we must go 
back to the drawing boards 
and find the root cause of 
all our woes in sports.*' 

Kenya won an all-time 
high five gold medals, 
along with two silver and 
two bronzes, in 1988 in 
Seoul, South Korea. Four 
years- ago in Barcelona, 
Spain, it won two golds, 
four silvers and two 
bronzes. 

The last time it won only 
.one gold was In Los Ange- 
les. -when It lalso.wPD six 
silver and two bronze 
medals. 

Despite four silver and 
three bronzes — all in ath- 
letics, the only gold it 
claimed in Atlanta was 
Joseph Keier’s in the 3,000- 
metre steeplechase. 

Kenya’s boxers, which it 
expected to earn some 
medals, were eliminated in 
the early roimds. 


Atlanta tries to keep Olympic aura alive 


ATLANTA tAPi — Six 
years of anticipation. .Sev- 
enteen unforgettable days. 
Then, a few hours after the 
closing ceremony, the Oly- 
mpic atmosphere began to 
fade. 

The week since the games 
ended has seen the rapid 
removal of Olympic deco- 
rations. a quick exit by the 
visiting throng and the 
reium'^of Atlanta to. w-ell, 
just Atlanta. 

Bv the end of the work 


week. Groggy Atlanta com- 
muters had for the most 
part gone back to their nor- 
mal routines. A partially 
reopened Centennial Oly- 
mpic Park was drawing a 
smidgen of a crowd. 

.And the few sidewalk 
souvenir vendors that re- 
mained were offering bar- 
gain basement prices. 

" The memory of the games 
was still fresh. But some 
already missed the Oly- 


mpics. 

“I came back to work on 
Tuesday, and I was 
shocked. What happened 
to all ±e people?' said Dar- 
lene Webster, who works in 
an office building two 
blocks froni the park that 
was Che social centre of the 
Olympics. 

“J thought there was go- 
ing to be a lag before it got 
back to the way it was 
before." she said Friday. 
“It’s kind of sad," 




CHALLENGING OPPORTUNITIES 

* Public Relations Officer; 

- Knowledge of English Spoken & Written is Essential. . 

- Public Relations & Inter Personal SkiUs. 

- Five Years Experience In The Field of Public Relation. 

* Executive Secretary: , 

- Excellent Secretarial Skills With Word Processing 
( Windows & Spreadsheets ). 

- Hi^ PIroficiency In English, Both Spoten & Written , 

- Minimum of Five Years Experience . 

PiMM SMtd eVTo P.O. Bckx 941394 Amman 11194 




THREE BEDROOMS ,MASTERONE,UDDERNKITCHEN, SALON 
UVING ROOM , DINNING ROOM , 80 METERS TERRACE . 

ALL SERVICES DEPENDENT & TELEPHONE . 

Jabal Hussain Tel. # 6901 9lL, 

^Opposite Nazareth SchooL 


cabriolet REUftULT 

^^696414 & 417 FM.415 AH./ 810035 PM^ 


A Villa for Sale 

At Shmeisani district consisting of one 
dining room & two corporate saloons 
with balconies. One visitors toilet 
Separate living room. Fully equipped 
kitchen. Three bedrooms, one of 
which master. Two fitted toilete. 
maid room with toilet on the roof. One 
boiler room & one storage room at 
basement One reservoir 20 m3. Fully- 
planted garden. Garage for 2 car^ 
Power 220V 3 phase. Land area 900 
Sq.m, constructed area 380 Sq.m. 

For serious inquiries, please call 
trnm 10 AM tO 2 PM. 


FOR DIPLOMATS ONLY 

Brand new unfurnished apartment, 230 sq.m. in Deir 
Ghbar. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, plus maid's bed- 
room, L-shaped dinner & guest area with fireplaoe, 
separate livIng/TV room. 

Please call 688282 (Res.), 644087 (Office). 


- Fully Furnished . 

- Large 2BR, Zbathf full kitdien, dining room and living room. 

- Huge terrace, xtrith beautiful view. 

- Telephone line and satellite dish available. 

- Close to the US’ Embassy. 

Only Serious Interest, Please Call 818731 


DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

(Consisting of 3 bedrooms, living room, L-shaped salon 
with dining room. 3 bathrooms, 2 verandas, separate cen- 
tral heating and telephone, second fkxsr with elevator. 
Located nearAI Bustan Restaurant. 

Rent to be paid annually. 

Call IW: 836111, 664770, 8B6856, 606111 




Doberman Pinschers (puppy) 5-month, with 
full equipment, papers, shots. Trained. 
Colour Red-flawn. In excellent shape. 

Call Tel; 713392 


FOR RENT 

Rent to be paid annually. Two detached semi villas. New and 
modem building, American style, decorated with red bride locat- 
ed in a high class district at Urn Uthalna close to Amra Hotel. 
Vlila number 1: 475 square metres, consisting of one spacious 
master bedroom with Jaoizzl, vrith 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
large recreational hail. 

Villa number 2; 400 square metres, consisling of one master 
bedroom with Jacuzzi 

Each vBla has spacious sdons, Italian marble, large kitchen, 
maid’s room with bathroom, a roof hall overtooldng panoraidc 
view with small kitchen, bar and large terraces. Each villa has a 
garden garage, water boiler room (chappee), a tel^one 
will be installed In each viBa within one month. 

Call the owner directly, Dr Zuheir,. Tel; 688045 pager 0771 
from 9K)0 ajn. - 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
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Medina Street 


Al Hasaa Street 


Controversy surrounded 
the team even before it left 
Kenya. Team leader Kip- 
choge Keino accused for- 
eign agents of pushing their 
athletes to compete in 
lucrative European meets in 
early July instead of joining 
a training camp in the U.S. 
state of Mississippi, 
arranged to acclimate the 
team to the American south 
weather. 

Many of the Kenyans did 
not return home with the 
team because they had trav- 
elled to Europe, where the 
professional athletics sea- 
son resumed. 

Several team members 
staged a five-hour sit-in at 
the airport baggage area 
when they were told they 
would have to pay duties on 


radios, televisions and 
stereo equipment they pur- 
chased in the United States, 
the daily Nation reported. 

Triple jumper Jacob 
Kantonon and fl^eight 
boxer Julius Theuri com- 
plained loudly that customs 
officials were punishing 
them for tlie team's poor 
showing because in 1992 
and 1988 duties were not 
required upon return. 

'The newspaper noted that 
team officials were not 
required to pay duty on any 
purchases. 

“After three hours of total 
conftision,'* the daily 
Nation wrote, “a senior 
manager broke tiie ice by 
buying the athletes* break- 
fast as they tried to sort out 
the matter.” 


Minister: Premier should 
open Sydney games 


SYDNEY' (AFP) — The 
argument over who will 
open the Sydney 2000 
Olympics reopened witii 
Sports Minister Warwick 
Smith joining tite ranks of 
Australian leaders who 
object to Queen Elizabeth 
n being given tbe honour. 

“Tbe decision hasn't been 
made yeL but if I bad a per- 
sonal preference and 1 dunk 
I've expressed it in the pasL 
I'd choose for the prime 
minister of the day to be the 
person who opens the 
games,** Mr. Smidi said in a 
television interview. 

“I just think it's the 
appropriate person,” he told 
tbe Seven Network. 

Under the International 
Olympic Committee’s 
charter, the games should 
be opened by the bead of 
state, but many Australians 


have objected; to a non- 
Australian beuig given tbe 
honour. 

Last month Deputy Prime 
Minister Tim Fischer came 
under fire when he suggest- 
ed Britain’s Prince William 
should be considered to 
open tbe Olympics. 

Tbe push for Australia to 
become a republic has 
gained ground in Australia 
in recent years, and Prime 
Minister John Howard has 
undertaken to hold a refer- 
endum on*the issue. 

However, it is unlikely 
that the issue will be 
resolved before the Sydney 
Olympics. 

Sydney became the offi- 
cial Olympic city last Fri- 
day wbra the Olympic flag 
was brought home from 
Atlanta by Lord Mayor 
Frank Sartor. 


hV. floor ;ft|!>a^.entR>r; 


C^, independent with its private nice garderL 6msl 
of a fully furnished large salon, dining room, two bed- 
rooms, bathroom, and a fully equipped kitchen. Sound- 
proof. Ready for Immediate delivery. 

Located in the best residential area. 

If Interested please call 671509 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

1st floor, 143 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
kitchen, washer room, living and dining areas, 
telephone, centra! heating. Close to Jabr Centre, 
off Abdullah Ghosheh Str. 

Call 862250 



Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Co. Ltd. 

Announces the invitation to tender 
No.: 22 F/96 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
22F/96, FOR THE SUPPLY OF:- 

(( 500 TONS OF CAUSTIC SODA (FUKES) )) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Monday. 26th August. 
1996. Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD 
(30) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Monday, 2nd September, 1996. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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Jerusalemites worry over 
‘confiscation’ of ID cards 


By P.V.^Tekanand 

Jordan Times Ste^ Reporter 


AMMAN — Palestinians 
holding Israeli-issued iden- 
tity cards for Jerusalem are 
expressing high concern 
over what they see as a new 
Israeli policy of confiscat- 
ing their ED cards and 
depriving them of the right 
to enter and live in the Holy 
City. 

the controversy relates to 
the future of JerusaieoL one 
of the thorniest issues to be 
discussed between the 
Palestinians and Israel in 
the so-called final status 
negotiations under the Oslo 
accords signed in 
September 1993. 

Palestinians want the east- 
ern Arab half of Jerusalem 
as the capital of their future 
state while Israel, which 
seized East Arab Jerusalem 
in 1967, claims the whole 
city as its eternal indivisible 
csq}ital. 

The confiscation of ID 
cards is seen by many here 
as part of Israeli moves to 
dilute the Palestinian pres- 
ence and claims in tiie Holy 
City ahead of die final sta- 
tus negotiations. 

Tens of thousands of 
Palestinian Jerusalemites 
who live in the Arab World 
and elsewhere are left vul- 
nerable to the Israeli move, 
and they fear to visit 
Jerusalem lest dieir ID cards 
would also be confiscated, 
said Nasser Tahboub, a uni- 
versity professor. 

Dr. T^boub, who is lead- 
ing a campaign against the 
confiscation, said he knew 
of dozens of cases where 
tile ID cards of 
Jeiusaiemites were seized 
when they visited Jerusalem 
in the last four to five 
months. 

“We are trying to con- 
vince the Israeli authorities 
^,at tills practice should be 
{^ped Disuse it is not in 
die interest of peace,*’ said 
Dr. Tahboub. 

“It is quite evident that an 


overwhelming majority of 
Jerusaleinites are anient 
supporters of the peace 
process and they should not 
be punished like this.” 

“Furthermore," he said, 
“Palestinian Jerusaleinites 
have been a consistent 
source of support for the 
Holy City.” 

Accordiog to Dr. 
Tahboub. the confiscation 
of ID cai^ is not limited to 
those living in Jordan or 
elsewhere in the Arab 
World ’It is also applied to 
those who live in Europe, 
the U.S. and other countries 
who normally flies into Tel 
Aviv,” he said 

Dr. Tahboub, who has 
made repeated repr^ata- 
tions to the Israeli and 
Jordanian government 
over the issue, said it 
appeared that the decision 
was adopted and applied by 
middle-level bureaucrats 
and not ordered by the 
Israeli government per se. 

“We are convinced that 
there is room for a reversal 
of the measure and we are 
appealing to everyone witii 
influence to intervene on 
our behalf,” he said. “In 
addition to an end to tiie 
policy of confiscation, we 
are also seeking the return 
of the already seized cards 
to their holders so that their 
rights are also preserved." 

Regardless of the source 
of the decision, said Dr. 
Tahboub, the fact remains 
that many Jerusalemites are 
staying away from visiting 
the West Bank or Israel. 
“They fear that their cards 
will be confiscated since 
such confiscation automati- 
cally means the deprivation 
of the right to return to the 
Holy City and live there," 
Dr. Tahboub told the Jordu 
Tiines. 

He said Palestinian 
Jerusalemites who bold die 
ID cards had left. Jerusalem 
“with the explicit under- 
standing and Israeli consent 
that they would not be 
deprived of their right to 


return and live" in the Holy 
Gty. 

“For them to say now that 
such an arrangement is no 
longer valid is neither fair 
not legal," said the profes- 
sor. 

According to an infonned 
source, the seizure of ID 
cards applies “to certain cat- 
egories of Jerusalemites." 
But the source could not 
pinpoint the “certain cate- 
gories.” 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamio Netanyahu was 
asked a question over this 
issue at a press conference 
he and His Majesty King 
Hussein held in Amman last 
week when the Israeli 
leader visited Jordan. 

He replied that Israel had 
not adopted a policy of con- 
fiscating the IDs of 
Palestinian Jerusalemites 
living outside. At the same 
time, he said, there might 
have been some confisca- 
tions of “forged" cards. 

In an interview published 
in Jerusalem's A1 Quds 
newspaper on Sunday, Mr. 
Netany^u reiterated that he 
was not aware of the prob- 
lem of confiscation. 

‘Teople are really wor- 
ried," said Hisham 
Baighouti, a Jerusalemite 
who lives in Jordan. “They 
fear that they will be 
deprived of their right to 
return to and live in 
Jerusalem." 

Israeli Ambassador to 
Jordan Shimon Shamir, 
contacted by the Jordan 
Times on Monday, reiterat- 
ed that there was no across- 
the-board policy of confis- 
cating the ID cards of 
Palestinian Jerusalemites 
but that he did not have full 
information on ±e afiair. 

However, said the ambas- 
sador, he has been receiving 
complaints from Palestinian 
Jeriis^emites and he had 
sought clarification from 
the kraeli ministry of interi- 
or. 


Netanyahu steps up intelligence 
work in Palestinian territories 


TEL AVIV fAgenciesI — 
Prime Minister Benyamio 
Netanyahu has ordered 
Israeli security services to 
step up mtelligence activi- 
ties in the autonomous 
Palestuian areas, the 
Haaretz newspaper reported 
Monday. 

The newspaper, quoting a 
senior government official, 
smd 'Mr. Netanyahu 
ordered the heads of both 
the Shin Bet internal securi- 
ty service and the Mossad 
foreign intelligence agen^ 
to “show more initiative" in 
the battle against anti- 
Israeli elements both inside 
the Palestinian territories 
and abroad. 

Mr. Netanyahu told Shin 
Bet head the that he should 
not rely exclusively on the 
Palestinian securiQr ser- 
vices. Israel anny forces 
radio said. 

When Israeli troops with- 
drew from two-thirds of the 
Gaza Strip and one-tiuid of 
the West Bank between 
May 1994 and December 
1995, hundreds of 
Palestinian informers fled 
to Israel. - Others were 
detained and questioned by 
Palestinian security forces. 

Israel has been relying to 
some degree on the 
Palestinian security services 
in trying to prevent attacks 
by militants who killed 63 
people in suicide bombings 
in Israel this spring. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
acknowledged that Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA.) 
has taking action against the 
militants, but has said it 
could do more. 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
ordered the head of the 
Mossad to increase intelli- 
gence-gatbeiing operations 
against Iran and Iranian- 
backed groups, the newspa- 
per Haaretz reported. 

Mr. Netanyahu was 
reported as telling the Shin 
Bet chief that he wanted 
more intelligence gathering 
inside the P^estinian auton- 
omy areas, notably target- 


ting militant movements 
still committed to armed 
struggle against Israel. 

The Mossad chief was 
also instructed to focus on 
armed movements as well 
as on the armament pro- 
grammes of belligerent 
Arab states, it said. 

A senior officer has 
warned that Arab states 
have significantly increased 
±eir arsenals of suiface-to- 
surface missiles since the 
Gulf war and that Israel 
lacks enough bomb shelters 
to protect its population. 

‘Today one out of three 
Israelis do not have access 
to adequate shelter protec- 
tion from missile attack, 
and yet since the end of the 
Gulf war, Arab states have 
built up major stocks of 
missiles," said General 
Shmuel Arad, bead of 
Israeli civil defence. 

Briefing Israeli corre- 
spondents on Sunday, Gen. 
Arad asserted that these 
missile stocks “represent a 
much greater threat to Israel 
than the Iraqi Scuds which 
struck Tel Aviv" during the 
1991 conflict. 

Gen. Arad, whose remarks 
were reported in the Israeli 
press on Monday, said that 

400,000 Israelis out of a 
total population of 5.5 mil- 
lion (fid not have gas masks 
to piotea them from attack 
by chemical or bacteriologi- 
es weapons. 

But he wMt on to say that 
the Israeli military had the 
world's best system for pro- 
tecting its population from 
air or missile attack. 

“No other country, includ- 
ing much wealthier ones, 
knows how to give the 
encompassing protection 
we provide," he said. 

His comments came amid 
a series of press reports 
asserting that Syria and Iran 
were arming themselves 
with missiles and chemical 
and bacteriological war- 
heads capable of reaching 
Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu was elect- 
ed in May on a platform of 


improving Israel's security 
and he has made continua- 
tion of the peace process 
with Palestinians contingent 
on effective Palestinian 
action against armed anti- 
Israeii militants . 

Haaretz reported that Shin 
Bet bad ask^ the previous 
Labour government of 
Shimon Peres for funds to 
set up a strong intelligence 
network in areas handed 
over to the Palestinian 
National Authority. 

No decision was taken 
and ±e newspaper said Shin 
Bet head h^ not repeated 
his request to Mr. 
Netanyahu, whose govern- 
ment last month decided on 
widespread budget cuts, 
includhig for intelligence 
services. 

Israel will shortly take 
delivery of sophisticated 
U.S. equipment for detect- 
ing explosives, promised by 
President Bill Clinton as 
part of a $100 million 
package of special aid to 
fight terrorism, Israeli radio 
said. 

The devices, which are 
equipped with sensors, will 
be placed at the border 
crossings of Erez and Kami 
between Israel and the Gaza 
Strip and at Rafah between 
Gaza and Egypt. 

The detectors which are 
worth a total of $50 milli on, 
will enable Israeli guards to 
sp^ up controls of the 
estimated 800 lorries which 
cross these borders each 
day. 

Controls now take about 
30 minutes for each truck. 

Similar devices will be 
provided for Ben Gurion 
international airport in Tel 
Aviv and the Jerusalem area 
which is the main transit 
route between Israel proper 
and the West Bank. 

Mr. Clinton granted the 
special aid in the wake of 
the bomb attacks by Israel 
in Febniaiy and March. 


PRAYERS EN MEDINA: His M^esty King Hossein, Their Royal Highensses Prince Abdullah and ^ce Ali 
and members of the delegation accompanying the King pray at the mosqne of the Prophet Mohammad in Medina 
on Monday (see story on page 1) (Petra photo) 


Israel plans mass expulsion of foreign workers 

U.S. urges Netanyahu to make room for Palestinian labourers 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israel plans to round up and 
expel 100,000 illegal for- 
eign workers as quickly as 
possible, police said 
Monday. 

A special police unit will 
be set up to find the work- 
ers, provided the govern- 
ment approves the extra 
money. said police 
spok^man Eric Bar-Cben. 

A special detention camp 
might be set up to hold the 
illegal workers until their 
expulsion, Israel Radio said. 
Employers using illegal 
wooers would face stiffer 
fines. 

Israel brought in foreign 
workers in the early 1990s 
to replace more than 

100.000 Palestinians who 
were being kept home 
because of extended Israeli 
security closures of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The foreign labourers — 
many from Romania, 
Ihailand and Ghana — 
took low-paying jobs in 
agriculture, construction, 
restaurants and old age 
homes. Some slipped in as 
tourists or stayed on once 
their work permits expired. 

The labour ministry says 

103.000 foreign wori^ aie 
in Israel legally, and another 

100.000 are in die country 


without permits. . 

Public Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani and other 
members of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's cab- 
inet have said th^ preferred 
the Palestinians to the for- 
eign woikers. provided the 
security problems could be 
woiiced out 

The Palestinians, these 
ministers aigue, have fami- 
lies to return to at the end of 
the work day and will not 
become a burden on Israel's 
social services. At present, 
only 40,000 Palestinian 
workers have permits to 
enter Israel. It is the highest 
number since Israel com- 
pletely sealed the West 
Baltic and Gaza on Feb. 25 
at the start of a series of sui- 
cide bombings by 
Palestinian militants. 

Mr. Bar-Chen, the police 
spokesman, said the govern- 
ment hoped to expel the 
illegal foreign workers ”in 
as short a time as possible.*' 

However. overworiced 
labour ministry im^iectors 
have only been able to track 
down a few hundred illegal 
worters in recent months. 

The Jerusalem Post said 
Monday the United States 
pressing Israel to expel 
illegal foreign workers to 
make more room for 


Palestinians seeking jobs in 
the Jewish state. 

The U.S. under secretary 
of commerce. Stuart 
Eizenstadt, told the English- 
language newspaper in an 
interview that he made the 
appeal directly to Mr. 
Netanyahu during talks last 
week. 

T told the prime minister 
that we think those people 
who are here illeg^ly 
should not be allow^ to 
stay, and thereby help ease 
the Palestinian situation." 
Mr. Eizenstadt said. 

He said Mr. Netanyahu 
had agreed “these jobs 
should be taken by 
PalestLdians." The prime 
minister's office confirmed 
the newspaper account 

The number of foreign 
workers in Israel is esiiniat- 
ed at between 200.000 and 
250,000, only about 

100.000 of whom work in 
the country legally. 

Israel authorised about 

50.000 new foreign workers 
to enter the country after it 
closed the Palestinian terri- 
tories in February. 

Under the closure, Israel 
revoked authorisations for 
some 60,000 Palestinians to 
work inside the country and 
tens of thousands more 
were prevented by the 


crackdown from reaching 
jobs they had held QJegally. 

The Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) estimated 
lost revenues from the clo- 
sure at $6 million per day 
and President Yasser Arafat 
said Sunday that as a result 
of the Israeli action, unem- 
ployment had soared to 65 
per cent in the Gaza Strip 
and 45 per cent in the West 
Bank. 

The PNA charged 
Monday that 16 Palestinians 
had died since February 
because they were prevent- 
ed from receiving adequate 
medical care by Israel's mil- 
itary closure of the West 
Ba^ and Gaza Strip. 

A report issued by the 
authority's health ministry 
said the 16 died after being 
refused permission to enter 
Israel for treatment or as a 
result of the lengthy securi- 
ty procedures imposed by 
Israeli soldiers at crossing 
points into Israel. Those 
patients who did reach 
Israeli facilities arrived too 
late to be saved, the min- 
istry stud. 

the report listed the 
names of the 16 and the cir- 
cumstances surrounding 
their deaths. 


Serbs allow NATO 
to inspect Mladic lair 


PALE (AFP) — Bosnian 
Serbs agreed Monday to 
allow Nordi Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) troops 
to inspect Bosnian mili- 
tary headquarters after a 
tense week^ standoff, but 
NATO maintained its call on 
aid workers to quit Serb 
areas as a precaution. 

NATO's ground troop 
commander in Bosnia. 
General Sir Michael Walker, 
meanwhile placed his 
50.000-strong force on high 
alert following unspecified 
threats agunst the peace 
foice.TFOOps from the 
NATO-led Peace 

Implementation Force 
(ITOR) will inspect the site 
at Han Pijesak. northeast of 
Sarajevo, over “die coming 
24 to 48 hours" said Peter 
Feith, political adviser to 
IFOR commander Admiral 
Joseph Lopez. 

Han Pijesak is the head- 
quarters of Bosnia Serb 
Army commander General 
Ratko Mladic, indicted on 
genocide and war crimes 
charges by die U.N. war 
Climes tribunal in the Hague. 

The Bosnian Serbs had 
refill on Saturday to allow 
NATO troops inte one site at 
the massive military com- 
plex, provoking a tense 
stand-off with the NATO 
force. 

But speakii^ after talks 
here with interim Serb 
President Biljana Plavsic Mr. 
Feith said tte inspection of 
Han Pije^ would go ahead. 

‘I'm pleased to announce 
dial IFOR will cany out over 
the coming 24 to 4S hours at 


our operational convenience 
an inflection visit at the Han 
Pijesak site,” be said. 

Mr. Feitii said the visit 
would cover “the entire area" 
of the Han Pijesak site, and 
another IFOR official said 
this would mean taking in 
Gen. Mladic's command 
bunker. 

Tension between EFOR and 
die Serbs rose last week after 
IFOR discovered a massive 
2.000-tonne Serb arms stash 
in violation of the Dayton 
accord in a school in eastern 
Bosnia. 

A NATO official said the 
NATO force bad gone onto a 
state of alert following 
“threats*’ die source of which 
he refused to detail. 

The move prompted Mr. 
Walker to ban until further 
notice all Bosnian Serb 
Army flights across Bosnia, 
and cancel a meeting 
between a top IFOR com- 
mander and a senior Seib air 
force officer, Mr. Boudreau 
said. 

On Monday Mr. ^^^Iker 
activated Operation Fear 
Naught, a state of high alert 
for IFOR troops and recom- 
mended that non-govern- 
mental organisations and 
other civilian organisations 
wididraw frireign staff from 
Serb-held territory. 

"As part of the plan, small, 
isolated detachments of 
IFOR troo^ stationed in the 
RS (Bosnian Serb entity) 
will redeploy to larger, more 
secure areas and bases. Hk 
redeployment is effective 
until frudier notice," NATO 
said in a statemenL 


Cyprus, Tlirkey trade 
charges over violence 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Cyprus protested to the 
United Nations and the five 
permanent members of the 
Security Council on Mon- 
day over the killing of a 
Greek Cypiiot by a mob of 
Turks dutfog a protest on 
Sunday in the island's buffer 
zone. 

The Turkish government 
blamed the Greek Cypriot 
leadership for the violent eth- 
nic clash^ between Greek- 
Cypriot and Turidsh-Cypriot 
communities which resisted 
In the death.. Dozens were 
also wounded in the clashes. 

Cypriot Foreign Minister 
Alecos Michaelldes sum- 
moned ambassadors of the 
five permanent members of 
the S^urity Council and the 
U.N. repre^tative to pro- 
test against the violence. 

The victim was killed by 
Turkish demonstrators a few 
metres from a U.N. Austrian 
and Hungarian contingent 
manning the ceasefire line. 

Thousands of horrified 
Cypriots saw live television 
coverage of local restaurant 
owner Tasos Isaac, 24, being 
repeatedly beaten with steel 
bars by Turks staging a 
counter-demonstration on 
the other side of the divide. 
At one point a demonstrator 
picked up a rock and threw it 
onto the unconscious man's 
head. 

U.N. official Gustave 
Feissel dismissed sugges- 
tions that the force showed 
mdifference. but added that 
they were still hying to piece 
logger what happened. 


'This is not the time for 
recriminations," Mr. Feissel, 
the permanent representative 
of the U.N. secretary-general 
on the island, said a^r meet- 
ing Mr. Michaelldes. “But 
let's start by point one. If the 
go\'emment side had done its 
job completely and effective- 
ly these people would never 
be in the buffer zone in the 
first place." 

A Turkish diplomatic 
source said: “The Greek 
Cypriot administration 
should have banned the 
(bike) protest much earlier, 
before the tensions mount- 
ed." 

‘Their failure to do that 
prompted the clashes which 
unfortunately led to the 
Spilling of blood," the diplo- 
matic source cold AFP. 

Sunday's protest by the 
Greek-Cypriots started as a 
bid by thousands of bikers to 
burst across the green line to 
protest the island's division. 

Oiganisers called the 
action off at the last minute 
after appeals from President 
Glafcos Oerides to avoid 
clashes. 

But hundreds of Greek- 
Cypriot protesters ignored 
the decision, pouring into the 
buffer zone Ixtween the two 
sectors. 

Hundreds of Turidsh- 
Cypnots followed by doing 
the same and the clashes 
broke oul Issac was beaten 
to death and about 50 pro- 
testers from both sides were 
injured. 
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China Olympic' 
star gives I 
medicine to 
flood victims 


BEIJING (R) — Om'i 
Olvrapic 5.000 metres gold 
medallist Wang Junxia ha$ 
donated 300,000 yjian 
($36,140) worth of he^ 
medicine tp flood victiim 
in southern China, the Pea. 
pie's Daily said Mon% 
Wang, who also picked iq> « j 
a silver medal in the 10,000 * I 
metres at Atlanta, 
donation at a seminar at 
Beijing's University ofl 
Medical Science, wheie 
she spoke about her Olym, • 
pic achievements, it said. 

The sponsor of the se minar 
a pharmaceutical company 
based in China's remote 
western Qinghm province, 
presented Wang wift 

300.000 yuan worth of ca- 
terpillar fungus seed — a 
traditional herbal medicine 
— which she then donated 
to flood-stricken areas of 
southern China, said the 
newsaper. More than 2,300 
people have died and hun- 
dreds of thousands have 
been left homeless in 
floods and storms that have 
swept southern and central 
China in recent weeks. 


China recovers ^ 
Neolithic relics 


BEIJING (AFP) — Last- 
minute archaeological dgs 
along the site of the Three 
Gorges Dam have un- 
earthed Neolithic relics and 
a 2.000-year-oId tomb, 
Xinhua reported Monday. 
“So far, digging has been 
completed to recover pie- 
ces the Shang dynasty 
(1600-1100 6.C.). those 
firom the late Neolitiiic 
Longshan culture." said an 
official from the Hetn 
Provincial Bureau of Cul- 
tural Relics. A tomb built 
during the eastern Zhoii 
dynasty (770-256 B.C.) has 
also b^n unearthed since 
preservation work in the 
four counties that will be 
flooded staned in 1995. 
The construction of the 
185-metre-hlgh dam f<r 
the ambitious Three Gor- 
ges Project on the Yangtze 
River started in 1994.^ 
Some 17.CK)0 hectares 
(42.000 acres) of farmland 
will be submerged and 
more than one million peo- 
ple displaced by the time 
the hydro-electric power 
complex is finish^ in 
2009. The project has 
drawn sharp criticism from 
human rights and envinw- 
mental groups who warn 
that the area will be devas- 
tated and the risk of earth- 
quake from the huge mass 
of water in the reservoir 
will increase. Last mooth, 
the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences announced that a 

6,000 hectare (14,800 acre) 
nature reserve would be 
established near the dam to 
protect the region's botani- 
cal diversity. The sub-trop- 
ic virgin forest will be off 
limits to all but researchers. 


Hanoi police widen 
net in underworid 
campaign 


HANOI (R) — Hanoi 
police have stepped u# 
their purge on the capital 7 
underworld, arrestiiig do- 
zens of people and even 
two officers j^m their own 
crime squad believed to 
have had links with a noto- 
rious gangster. The Interior 
Minisuy's Police of the 
People journal said Mon- 
day that 47 people heti 
been charged and 37 de- 
tained since the arrest of 
sang leader “White” 
Khanh in May. The weekly, 
more lively and populsr 
fhan most official- journals 
in ^^etnam, said some of 
Mr. Khanh *s suspected ao- 
complices had been 
chared with running a 
postitutioQ ring, otb^ 
with murder, rape, shoot- 
ings or stabbings. The Uo 
Dong newspaper said so 
officer of Hanoi's Police 
Investigation Departing 
had been arrested for fthi-K 
fying documentary 
dence linked to )^. Khanh- ‘ 
He was the second policfr^ 
officer to be am g s t e d dnr~ 
big the investigation. 
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